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FROM THE EDITOR:

Welcome to the October 1995 issue of The Greenspond Letterll This past
summer was a very busy one. I spent many a weekend in Greenspond and received
tremendous help from various people in compiling the Greenspond saga. A large
collection of photographs of Greenspond taken almost 100 years ago were deposited in
the Centre for Newfoundland Studies Archives at Memorial University. It appears that
these photographs were taken by members of the Hutchins family. Some of the
photographs are reproduced here. The originals along with the negatives are held at the
university. I am trying to piece together the history of the Hutchins family. Anyone who
'can offer assistance please get in touch with me. Tom Hunt and Mary Hunt have been
more than generous with their time, going through each photograph and trying to identify
them.

A member of the executive of the Newfoundland Historic Trust and a Parks
,Can~da representative visited Greenspond this summer. They were both completely
overwhelmed with the number of historic houses and buildings in Greenspond. They
were particularly impressed with the, restoratio'n work going on at the Court House. The
roof and dome have been restored to their former glory with wooden shingles t'hat are
painted red. They also admired the numerous historic houses. They had spent weeks
travelling the northeast coast and concluded th'at Greenspond was by far the most .
un'ique, and historic settlement they had seen.

I interviewedB,ob Crocker this summer at the home of his daughter, Daisy
Downer. Mabel (Meadus) Carter and I spent a lovely afternoon at the Downer home and
later visited Bob's heritage house in Smit~'s Gulch, or is it Soup's Lane? Bob helped in
the on going work of documenting the houses and buildings of Greenspond. Lockyer
Carter and his wife Gladys visited Greenspond this summer and in an interview with
Lockyer I was able to map out many of the houses and shops on the main road in
Greenspond. This work will appear in a later issue. Ches Carter also had many'stories
to tell of life in Greenspond. He has promised to contribute a few of these in future
editions of The Greenspond Letter.

On a warm s'unny day in July a group of us went over to Shambler's Cove to look
for the cemetery there. After much walking and winding along the shore line we finally
found it. The headstones that are still visible have been transcribed and printed here.
The 1911 Census is continued in this issue.

Cindy Button supplied me with a copy of a poem entitled nGreenspondnthat was'
written by Audrey Coward and Yvonne Burry when they were in high school. I visited
Cindy and Stewart Button's home; it is a treasure trove of Greenspond history. Perhaps
they will open up their house for tours and afternoon tea in the future.

The interview in this issue is with,' Doug White. Doug shares with us his memories
of Jim White and Jim's struggle to get a causeway built that would link Greenspond wit~·

3



THE GREENSPOND LETTER VOL.2, NO.4, OCTOBER 1995

the mainland of Newfoundland. Jim's dream came true in May of 1983 when the
causeway was opened.

The Greenspond Come Home Year Committee has been very active with
fundraising activities. Andrew Burton of Pond Head won the photograph of Greenspond
by Edgar Blackwood. Congratulations Andrewl Jim Rideout of Newtown won the bird
house that was made by Tom .Bragg, and Marshall Granter won the jewellery certificate
donated by Carter's in Wesleyville. If you have any suggestions or comments for the
Come Home Year Committee, please write to: Greenspond Come Home Year
Committee, P.O. Box 100, Greenspond, Bonavista Bay, AOG 2ND

I would like to thank the many people who helped me with the publishing of th'is
journal. I would especially like to thank Pearl Dyke and Edith Burry for their continuing
support by supplying The Greenspond Letter in their stores. If you have any comments
or suggestions prease write.

Linda White
Editor
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SHAMBLER'S COVE CEMETERY

SEPTEMBER 1995

In memory of
Mary Ann

beloved wife of
George Stagg

died July 14 J 1944
aged 66 years, 10 months

Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep
From which none ever wakes to weep

A calm and undisturbed repose
Unbroken by t.he last of woes

L,.".,
____..... T ......__---

r.*'a

In memory of
Captain Robert Bragg

who died
November 8, 1908

aged 64 years
Beloved husband of

Caroline Bragg

t..." • .,
---_..... • ....»----r ....

In loving memory of
Harriett Amelia

Elizabeth Mary
died April 18, 1910 Sept 8, 190?

11 years 2 months 8 day~

Daughters of Daniel and Mary Bragg

..... ."
--......-..... . ••••x -----r .....
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In loving memory of
Captain Daniel Bragg

beloved husband of
Mary Bragg

December 26} 1940
aged 72'years 4 mos

You suffered much, you murmured not
We watched you day by day

Until at last with broken hearts
We saw you pass away

L..'"--........_~... ...., _--.--
r.~

In loving memory
of

Mary L. Bragg
beloved wife of

Captain Daniel Bragg
died June 21, 1949

aged 77 years

Rock of ages, cleft for me
Let me hide myself in Thee

t....J
----~... . ....,-~--r.a-a

Erected by Julia
In loving memory of her

beloved father
William Burton

who died
August 10, 1924

aged 65 years,. 11 mos

There at my Saviour's side
Heaven is my home
I shall be glorified

Heaven is my home

...... .,----..... . .. ....: ------r ....
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Bragg
Abraham Bragg

who died
February 21, 1916?

t.,. • J '-....--...........-..... '.. . . ••••JI ...........-.--:...-........-r.,
In loving memory of

George Vivian
who died July 23, 1934

aged 69 years
Also his wife Mary Jane Vivian

who died Oct. 6, 1922, age 54 years

We shall sleep but. not forever
There will be a glorious morn

We shall meet to part no never
On that resurrection morn.

t,..,.,..,
-------..... .. . ••_.1----r ....

Maidment
In loving memory of
George Maidment
Beloved husband of
Harriet Maidment
died Jan. 19, 1947

aged 74 years,. 3 months

.... ""-----..... . ••••x - ........--r .....

Stephen Ford
died

April 23, 1911
aged 40 years

. Brother, left this world of woe.

Thomas Ford
who died

Nov. ?1, 1904?
Also his wife, Sarah

who died Nov. ?? 1906
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In loving memory of
Naomi

beloved wife of Arthur Vivian
departed this life ?? 1923
age 24 years, 11 months

Gentle mother, loving mother
Sainted mother, fond and true

Resting now in peace with Jesus
Loving ones remember you.

Where the silent marble weeps
A friend, a wife, a mother sleeps
A heart within whose sacred cell

The peaceful virtues love to dwell.
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THE HUTCHINS FAMILY

The Hutchins family of Greenspond, Bonavista Bay, originated in Ex~ter,

,England, Early records show a Philip Hutchins who was born in Exeter in 1811, coming
out to Newfoundland in the 18508, According to Hutchinson's Directory, 1864~18~5,

Philip Hutchins operated a general merchandise store at 223...225 Water Street in St.
John's at that time. Lovell's Directory for 1871 lists Philip Hutchins, an importer, at the
same address and Rochfort's Directory of Newfoundland, 1877, lists him as a
general merchant. Sometime there after, Philip Hutchins returned to England; he died on

,April 27, 1886 at his residence Elm Side House, Mt, Pleasant, Exeter, aged 75
years.

The Hutchins firm in St. John's was then taken over by George Knowling (1841 ...
1923), a nephew of Philip Hutchins. Business directories after 1886 list the firm as
George Knowling of 22.3...225 Water Street. According to George Knowling's grandson,
William, family legend has it that George Knowling came to St. John's in 1857 to work as
a clerk in his uncle's St. John's business. There was also a second branch in
Greenspond. The two men later had a falling out and young George moved to Sydney,
Nova Scotia (The Encyclopedia of Newfoundland and Labrador claims he returned
to England). In 1868 George returned to St. John's and the two men were reconciled.
After Philip Hutchins died in 1886, George Knowling took over the St. John's branch of
the business and other members of the Hutchins family took over the Greenspond
branch.

The Hutchins family maintained links with the Knowling family. According to a St.
John's newspaper, Charles Hutchins, ~ative of Glasgow, and nephew of the late Philip
Hutchins, died of rheumatic feverqn February 12, 1887. His funeral was from Knowling's
home in St. John's. Various other members of the Hutchins family worked for Knowling's
in the years to follow. According to McAlpine's St. John's Directory, 1908~1909, there

,was a Philip Hutchins working as a clerk at George Knowling. His address was given as
56 Hayward Avenue. Gertrude Hutchins worked in the telephone office of George
Knowling's and boarded at 46 Scott Street. George Hutchins also lived at this address
and worked as a floor walker at George Knowling's.

The Greenspond branch of the Hutchins business was operated by Philip
Hutchins who was born in Manchester, England on June 1864 and immigrated to
Newfoundland in 1879 at age of 15. He had two sisters, Edith and Gertrude, and one
brother, Fred. Rev. Edwin Weary, widower, aged 30, clerk in holy orders, married Alice
Hutchins, age 27, spinster, 0.1899. The witness was Philip Hutchins.

Philip Hutchins married Louise Winsor of Exploits who was born in April 1869.
Philip and Louise had two sons and two daughters: Frank, Harold who was born in St.
John's on May 1897; Annie Louise who was born in St. John's on May 1904, and Edith
Victoria who was born in Greenspond in May 1911.
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Their son Harold enlisted on September 28, 1914. He joined the British
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force on August 20, 1915 and served with the 1st
Composite Battalion on the Western Egyptian Frontier from November 1915 to February
1916. On March 2, 1916 he returned to the British Expeditionary Force and was killed in
action at Beaumont Hamel on July 1, 1916. His registration number was 602.

Edith Hutchins and Annie Lou Hutchins were educated in 81. John's at Bishop
Spencer College and later attended Littledale College. Both women were active in
community life on their return to Greenspond joining church activities as well as starting
the Greenspond Girl Guide Movement. They also gave piano lessons in their home. The
former Bank of Montreal building in Greenspond was purchased by the Hutchins and
used as a photography studio and as headquarters for the Girl Guides.

Philip Hutchins died in 1946 and is buried in the Church of England cemetery in
Greenspond. Louise Hutchins died April 23, 1957 and is also buried in the Church of
England cemetery. Edith Hutchins married Rev. Jolliffe Quinton. After her father's death
in 1946 Quinton ran the Hutchins business in Greenspond. After the Hutchins store
closed they moved to Princeton. Edith died in 1952. Annie Louise Hutchins married Tom
Hunt of Greenspond. Annie Lou died July 17, 1974. Tom Hunt lives with his sister, Mary
Hunt, in an apartment in the old Hutchins store in Greenspond.

The Hutchins family were friends with the local m~gistrate's family and the
photographs reflect this friendship. There are many photographs of Magistrate Alfred
Seymour (1855-1912) and his family and of Government House (also known as the
Magistrate's House). Seymour was born August 1, 1855, 81. John's, the son of Henry
Seymour of Exeter, England. He was educated at the Methodist College. He married
Jessie Spencer from Harbour Grace. Seymour began in business as an apprentice
draper with Job Brothers, but later joined his father's grocery in St. John's. In 1882 he
was appointed customs officer at Harbour Grace. He was appointed sheriff of the
Northern District (based at;Harbour Grace) in 1892, judge of the Harbour Grace District
Court in 1895 and magistrate in Greenspond in 1897. Seymour was transferred back to
Harbour Grace in 1900. In 1908 he left the bench to contest district as a People's Party
candidate. He was defeated in that attempt, but was returned in 1909 as Member of the
House of Assembly for Harbour Grace District. He died on May 11, 1912.
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1911 CENSUS
There was no o,fficial formal census of the population of Newfoundland until 1836.

Census information before this date can be gleaned from letters, lists, fishery reports
and trade figures. For example, in 1675 Sir John Berry, the commander of a British
convoy, ordered a list to be made of the planters, their wives and families, the number of
men working with them, the number of boats and stages, and the number of cattle and
sheep. The survey included the communities from Cape Race to Bonavista. (Berry's list
reported a European population of 1,659). The first Newfoundland Legislative Assembly
passed An Act for Ascertaining the Census of the Colony in 1836. It stated that a census
was to be taken every ten years. In 1911 the census was taken in August month. The
following is a continuation of this census for Greenspond which was published in
previous issues of The Greenspond Letter. The remainder of this census will be
published in future issues. The original 1911 Census is held at the Centre for
Newfoundland Studies Archives, Memorial University.

Due to limitations of space, all the information contained in the Census is not
included here. For example, the original census has the occupations listed. Most people
in Greenspond worked in the fisheries but those who did not are listed in footnotes
below.

NAME RELATION MARITAL BIRTH;
TO HEAD STATUS AGE
OF HOUSE

PLACE
OF
BIRTH

REL~

Dominy, Leah Head Widow Feb 1842 Greenspond CofE
69 years

Dominy, William Son Single Feb 1886 Greenspond CofE
25 years

Dominy, John Charles Head Married June 1881 Greenspond CofE
30 years

Dominy, Lucy Wife Marrie'd Sept 1881 Greenspond CofE
30 years

Dominy, Ada Beatrice Daughter Single March 1909 Greenspond CofE
2 years

Dominy, Clarence Son Single Nov 1910 Greenspond CofE
10 months

Feltham, Priscilla Servant Single Aug 1891 Deer Island Math
20 years

Dominy, Edgar J. Head Married Nov 1871 Greenspond CofE
39 years

Dominy, Annie Alice Wife Married Dec 1870 Greenspqnd CofE
40 years
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Dominy, Edna Marion Daughter Single Oct 1897 Greenspond CofE
13 years

Dominy, Harry Graham Son Single July 1899 Greenspond CofE
12 years

Dominy, Gracie White Daughter Single Aug 1901 Greenspond CofE
10 years

Dominy, John Charles Son Single April 1903 Greenspond CofE
8 years

Dominy, Mabel Louisa Daughter Single March 1906 Greenspond CofE
5 years

Dominy, Barbara May Daughter Single June 1908 Greenspond C,ofE
3 years'

Humphries, William Head Married May 1863 Greenspond CafE
48 years

Humphries, Fanny Wife Married Oct 1870 Greenspond CofE
40 years

Humphries, Nellie Daughter Single Oct 1900 Greenspond CofE
10 years

Humphries, Lena Daughter Single Aug 1903 Greenspond CofE
8 years

Humphrie's, Charles Son Single Oct 1907 Greenspond CafE
3 years

Harding, Reuben Head Married Feb 1869 Greenspond CafE
42 years

Harding, Susanna Wife Married Feb 1873 Greenspond CofE
38 years

Harding, Violet Daughter Single Aug 1896 Greenspond CofE
15 years

Harding, Emma Daughter Single July 1898 Greenspond CofE
13 years

Harding, Cecil Son Single July 1900 Greenspond CofE
11 years

Harding, Frederick Son Single Nov 1910 Greenspond CofE
10 months
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"Greenspond"
by Yvonne Coward and Audrey Burry

Grade XI

A ,little island in the sea
About three miles from Badger's Quay

People come from miles around
To have a look at our beautiful town,

Our history it is very old
Adventures and secrets it does unfold

Doctors, lawyers and policemen were plenty
Now our little island doesn't have any,

Our history has changed a lot sin'oe then­
We- no longer have those great old men
Our museum today stands open for view

The old things there are compared with the new.

The living conditions are still rather rou'gh
To survive the winter you have to be tough

Shovelling snow and Itringing in wood
It's rather hard but it does you good,

The sports in Greenspond are not very many
But the hockey league this year are sure ·saying plenty

If they could win the cup this year
They'd be up to the club'for a good drink of beer.

Soon we suppose everyone will be gone
Then we'll no longer have a Greenspond

The many memories we hold in store
Will help us to think of the good times once more.
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CAUSEWAY TO GREENSPOND
Memorandum of Understanding

Explanatory Notes on Greenspond Causeway

St John's p. Treasury Board in Ottawa has given preliminary approval provi.ding for a
contribution of $2,4 million towards construction of the Greenspond Causeway in
Bonavista Bay, Transport Minister Jean~Luc Pepin announced today.

While negotiations will continue between the federal government and the Province
of Newfoundland on the development aspects of the causeway, it is expected
construction could begin this summer on the project.

Additional funds may be forthcoming from the federal Treasury, at a later date,
pending settlement of a final cost for the causeway and the signing of agreement with the
Province.

Preliminary engineering concepts call for a two~lane causeway, spanning about
610 metres in the vicinity of Shambler's Cove and Greenspond Island, When the new
facility is completed it will eliminate the ferry service linking the village of Greenspond and
Badger's Quay and ensure full year~round access to that area~

The following photograph shows Jim White looking on as Stephen Mullins, the Mayor of
Greenspond, cuts the ribbon to officially open the causeway which joins Greenspond to
the mainland of Newfoundland.
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THE JIM MUTE CAUSEWAY
On July 10, 1995 I interviewed Doug Wllite and Barbara. White at their hOlne

on Little Street in St, John's. TIley reminiscenced about Jim Wllite alld Jim's figllt to
,get a. ca.useway for Greenspond. While visiting the Whites, Doug alsoshowed Ine his
family Bible tllat was presellted. to his fatller, FredericlcWhite, in 1911.

Althougll'the interview toolc place in St. Jolln's, Doug and Barbara spend a lot
of their time in Greenspond. They own an historic llouse in Greenspond tllat was
originally owned by Jacob and Martha Jane I-Iarding,

Interviewer: Well, wllat should we tallc about first, the family Bible, or tIle
causeway? Let's start with the Bible. This Bible was presented to your fatller,
Fredericlc White. Your mother was Clara Burton, right. Fredericlc was the son of James
and Eunice Wllite, Clara's brotller was Sidney, Sidlley Burton. Wllere did you live ill
St. John's, Doug? When did you move in to St. Jolln's?

Doug White: Gower Street. 127 Gower. My parents moved in to St. John's ill
1953. Harry Burton and his parents moved in in 1955. They moved in for HarlY
[Burton] to find elnploynlent. First Harry's worle was playing the organ down at
Steer's on Water Street West. In the department store. The organ was on display in
the show room and Harry would play it to encourage the customers. That was OIUY
temporary. He did some worle on radio, the C.B.C., with Harold Ivally, singing. Harry
played alld Ivany did the singing.

Barbara White: And you Imow he was orga.nist and choir master at St. David's
Presbyterian Church. And he was supply orgallist at Gower and he was the music
teacller at Vater's Academy.

Interviewer: Now, tllen, this faulily Bible was givell to your father, Fredericle White,
on December II, 1911. Do you lmow Wll0 gave it to 11im?

Doug White: No, we don't lmowwho gave it to him.

Barbara 'White: I remember now your gral1dlnotller's llalne. It was Sophie. That was
Clara Burtol1'S Inother, Sophie.

Interviewer: Very good. Now then who else is ill this Bible.

Doug White: Sidlley Wllite Inarried DorotilY on December 28, .1905. Edgar Wilite
married Sarall July 7, 1911. Tilat's Lester and Wylie's father. Sarall, she was from Safe
I-Iarbour. She was a Burry, I believe. Willis White married I(ate Carter in 1911 and
Stephell Wilite m~rried Elizabetll ParSOllS froln Gooseberry Island DeceInber 10,
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1913. That's Bob 311d Ray's mother'and father, alld Nina. And Fred White Inarried
Cla.ra on Augu.st 6, 1919. James WIlite and Eunice were luarried May 31, 1871 by
Rev. Craig, St. Stephen's Church, Gre<::nspolld. Now, Janles WIlite is buried in the
Church of El1gla.nd cemetery and Eunice is buried in the old United Cilurcil cemetery.
Does al1yone lmow if gral1dfather Wilite is buried with his first wife al1d is
grandluother White buried in tIle United Cilurch cemetery witIlller first Ilusband?
No one lcnows. You see, we should have all been Churc11 of England. But I

Grandmotller didll't follow her husbal1d, James, see. Eunice went to tIle United
Church.,

Il1terviewer: This is a lovely Bible, Doug. Your father, Fred White, 11e had tIle store,
right?

J . .
Doug White: · Yes, he was a smart ma.n, my fatller was. He wellt to Crummey's
school. They all did. he had tIle Inost education of all of tl1em.

Interviewer: Tilese are lovely certificates, here .. This aIle says the Council of Higher
Eduj;ation, Newfoundland, F. Wllite llas Passed the Prelilninary Grade Examination
of tllis Council in Second Division, satisfying tIle examillers in English Grammar and
Composition, Geography, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Boold<-eeping, Freeha1)d
Drawing, Penmanship. Granted 15th of October 1908. He then received his
Intermediate Grade Examination and received llis Second Division Certificate ill
October 1910.

Doug White: Yes, tllese are my father's certificates. I can'remember afte~ he opened
the store in Greenspond and the examination time came in June month and I was
OIUY in ldndergarten or grade one. And they'd come dOWll to the Lecture Hall thell
with the exams alld lle'd be stood in the door way waiting for them to cOlne up witll
tileir papers and loolc at the algebra and geometry tests. I-Ie would do the answers. He
lmew tilen. TIle Wilites are good vvith numbers.

Interviewer: This is Fred White's birth certificate. He was borll 12 of JUIle 1892,
Greenspol1d. Sidl1ey White was born September 20, 1879, Willis White born June
10,1882, Stepilen Wllite borll.Septelnber 24,1885, Edgar born October 13,1887,
Clara born February 16, 1890, Fred born June 12, 1892. Then tl1ere is Jalnes Wllite,
that's yqur brother, right. I--Ie was born February 18, 1921 alld Dougald'borll August
27, 1926. Also it says George Burry borll February 20, 1872. Now who was tllat?

"
Doug White: Tllat was Eunice WIlite's first husband. Also written ill the Bible is
James White died February II, 1921 aged 78 years and 8 montils. Gordon White of
Stepllel1 died March 19, 1924 aged 9 years alld 10 Inonths. Martin Meadus died June
3, 1932 aged 45. Tllat was AUllt Clara Downer's first llusballd, see. Cllarlie DOWller
was her second llusballd. Eunice Wllite died February 27, 1942. I remember. There
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was mouJ)tains of snow. You lmow Ben B'urry's hill. Well, tllere wa-s a SilOP tilere
belollgil1g to Jolln Saund.ers, and you walle ill over the roof. My fatller was a cripple,
see, alld lle used a walldng sticle and lle couldll't get up to Pond Head, two days after
luotller died. And they had to postpone tIle funeral because they couldn't get up to
POlld Head. Too luuch SI10W. She was 89 years and 9 months.

Interviewer: Your Inother and fatller were nlarried ill St. John's were, tlley?

Doug White: 'Yes, tlley were married ill Cochra.ne Street Church on August 6, 1919.
The witnesses were I-liram Young and Queellie Young. That's Vic Young, you IGloW
Vic YOUIlg with tIle FPI, that's llis grandll10ther and gra.ndfather. There's some
relationship tllere.

Interviewer: Your father died up here ill St. Jolln'8 on May 12, 1956. A1ld your
mother died October 10, 1963 and your brother, James, died June 1, 1994 aged 73
years. Now, Doug, what's the earliest thillg you can remember about Greellspond? Up
in Pond Head. '

Doug White: I was only three wIlen we moved from POlld Head down harbour. I
went to the United Sellool. Miss Halfyard was my teacller. Sam Carter would

. remelnber her. Saln is three years older that me.

Interviewer: Where was Fred Wllite's store?

Doug White: Do you l<lloW where Wright's Tinsmith was? It was right next to that.
It was general merchandise. The store was attached to tIle house. He worleed with
Boorne Brotilers first. Then he :went away to Woodstoclc, Ontario. He was with
Boorne's for 10 or 15 years. Jesse Boorne. He went to worle in Ontario with a man
Sparlees froln Greenspond, Moses Sparlees. He stayed with him for awhile ..., Uncle
Sid Burton wellt with llim. They were botll carpenters alld Uncle Sid was gOlle one
,year alld fatller was gone two. And he caIne bacle and set up tIle store. He bougllt the
llouse from Silas Sainsbuly. And the living room was on tIle frollt of tIle house,
frollting the road. And Uncle Mart Meadus he caIne in ... father had hiln do some
worle for him ... put a cllimlley up through I can remelnber very faintly ... Uncle
Mart Meadus puttillg tIle chilnlley up througil tIle roof of the store. Tllat was in
1932, I believe. And the store closed in 1948. Tllere,was no busilless. I was tllere
fisllillg. I was 16 or 17. I was finisIled school. I fished with the Hiscoclcs, you 1<l10W,

Robert I-liscoclc and Bill Hisco~lc. I did that for five years. I was about 24 years old
wilell I caIne to St. JOhll'S in 1951. I 'had a job to go to Seven Islallds. I stayed with
Jim all Empire Avenue. We went to see Joey about getting worle up at Sevell Islands.
The COllfederation Building waSll't there tIlell. .

Il'lterviewer: Joey? Joey Slllallwood? You wellt to see Slnallwood?
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Doug White: Oh, yes. we ha.d to go see Joey Smallwood. This was the beginning of
the Sevell Islands. We went to see him for warle. We wanted to !mow about wages
and worldllg conditions. I didn't go afterwards. Job Granter, down Greenspolld, he
went. Tllere was five or six of us going to go. Artllur Burton, that's Bill Burton's son,
Bob Lush, Job Granter and I don't relneluber who else. Arthur Burton, lle toolc siclc
tllat fall, and. he came Ilome and Ile died the following year. This was in 1952~

See we closed the store in 1948 and after Confederation came ill tllere was
more Inoney in circulation, see. But the store had been closed. Joey thell brought ill
tIle resettlelnent program and Greenspond wellt down to 250 or 300 people ill tIle
ealry 60s.

So. I didn't go off to Seven Islands. I went to worle with Bob, Bob White, for a
month, painting. Then I got a job at the Butter Fa.ctory, painting the buildillg outside.
So then tIle first of Septelnber I got a job at tIle Royal Stores. Jim alld Shirley wellt
downtown one Saturday night and ran into Franle Mullett. Franle was worldng at the
Royal Stores. And Ile said to Jim, "Jim, is your brother Doug still ill St. John's?" "Yes,"
says JilU. "Well, I can get a job for hiln", says Franle. Hiram Young waIlted to see me.
Hiram Young, see, who was at my motller's alld fatller's wedding. He was manager of
the wallpaper and paint department. Jim caIne and got 11le and toole me down to the
Royal Stores. And he toolc me up to see Campbell McPllerson.He said, "Would you
lilce to worle at the Royal Stores?" I said "Yes, sir, I'd appreciate that,very much." So I
started Monday lnorning. I made $25.00 a weele.

Interviewer: Was Dad worldng there tilen? [Malcolm White]

Doug White: No your father was gone out of it about a year before that. He was
worldng at furniture on Ducicwortil Street. I worlced at the Water Street building. I
worlced with Mr. Young for 6 or 7 years aIld then they transferred me upstairs in the
wholesale division. I was'tllere until tiley closed and the building got torn down and
they trallsferred lne to Duclcworth Street with furniture, appliances alld carpets. That
was 1967. TIley closed down Royal Stores on Water Street in 1965, I thin1e it was.

The Avaloll Mall started tllen, you Imow. I worlced witil the firln for 16 years.
That was around November 1967. TIlen I got a job at tIle Liquor Store. A lnan I
lenew called Barb aIld said "Tell Doug to come alld see Ine I got a job for hiln." So
.Barb phoned Ine down to the Royal Stores alld I was illto tile I(enmoul1t Road in less
thal120 lnillutes. Atld that was Thursday evellillg and I went baclc to worlc the llext
Inornillg and I didn't tell anyone about the job, and I went in to see Cluny
McPIlersoll, he was Inallaging director at the tilne. So I wellt into see hiln at 9 o'cloclc
and wllell Ile see lne he said what's all your lnind) this morning? I 'told hiln I was
resiglling.

Interviewer: Did you get a pellsion7
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Doug White: No. I paid in to a pension for about two or three years before I left it
and I got it baclc, about five or six hundred dollars. So, I left it and. Monday Inorlling I
went to worlc at the Liquor Store all Water Street. And ill 1975 I got the assistant
mallager's job and 1984 I'got the mallager's job. And in 1989 I threw ill the towel. I
Inade a good luove ~ to go worle for the goverllment and get a pensioll.

Il1terviewer: When you worleed at tIle Royal Stores did you live on Gower Street?

Doug White: I lived on Gower Street for ten years. 1953 to 1963. That's when we
got married in 1963.

Interviewer: Did you lenow mallY people from Greenspond when you first came ill
11ere to St. John's?

Doug White: Not too many. Tllere was two or three people WI10 worlced at tIle
Royal Stores from Greenspond. Franlc Peclcford, Franle Mullett, and Betty Mullett,
Fraluc's daugllter. Fran1e became mallager of wallpaper. Betty was worldng ill tIle
office.

Interviewer: Now.then, tell us about the causeway. When was it that Jim White,
your 1?rotIler, first start talldng about tIle causeway?

Doug White: Jim started talldng about the causeway at least five years before
anything was started.

Barbara White: Oh he started before that. It was 1969 I first heard Ilim talldng
about the causeway. I was up by the United Church cemetery ... 1968 or 1969 ... with
Barry. It was a real hot evening in July and we were up by the celnetery and Jim stood
all this rocle near the cemetery and he stood upon the roclc·and looleed ou~ towards
the water and he said: "I don't wIlen or I10W long ... but people won't be depe11ding on
a· ferry ... if tiley put a road in here to Shambler's Cove ... it won't be long before we
get a causeway."

Doug White: Frallic Moores was out here for an election alld ]iln got Franlc Moores
down to Greenspond during tIle electioll .... That was in 1971. He got Franle Moores
dOWll to Greellspolld alld now he said "Frall.1c, prolnis~ the people that ill all
probability you'll get a road out to Silalnbler's Cove. Atld during tIle Ineetillg Ile did
pronlise that if he got elected Ile would. Atld he did. See, the road l1ad to be tilere
first. Atld once they got the road out ]iln started at tIle causeway.

See, JilU was supervisor of Public W orles ill tIle goverllmel1t. He was a
draftsman. You see, wheIlile came bacle froln overseas, after tIle war, 1940 to 1945.
Five and a half years. I-Ie was in tIle. Royal Navy. He canle baclc ill ]a1luary 1946. He
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came to Gree!lspand far a weele and- the!l he caIne up to St. John's to loale far warle.
He worlced at with Purity Factories for a short tilne. And tIle11 Ile went to Halifax.. He
got 111arried in June alld went to Halifax and toole a course in draftillg. He was there
for a year and half or two years. He came baclc in 1948 and l1e got a job with the
Provincial Govetillnent with the pepaxtlnellt of Public Worles. He started out as a­
draftslnall. He was tIle outside building supervisor wilell l1e retired, He spellt twenty""
nille and a l1alf years with the Provil1cial Goverllment. I-1e was 57 years year old wIlen
he retired in 1978.

Barbara White: You see l1e was worldllg witll tIle governlnellt allc:I lle was ill tIle
right department for getting tIle causeway, tIle Department of Public Warles.

Doug White: He was after Joey first. He couldn't get to first base with Joey. Joey
said that Greenspond was an island, she was going to be resettled. No. Fraluc Moores
got illto the picture. I-Ie was ,elected in 1971. And soon after the road was started to
Shambler's Cove~ TIlen Jim started preaclling causeway. They called him '~Causeway

Jim".

Interviewer: What did you tllinlc at tIle time?

Doug White: I didn't tIlin1c much. I thougllt it was just all talle. I didll't pay any
heed. I said to Jim that I call't see it. The population was getting smaller. This was
shortly after the resettlement prograln. But, then Fisheries Products put a fish plant
there in the 1970s. There was various versions on that. It closed up eventually. Jiln
White artd Fred Noellooleed after it. Jim looleed after the construction worle and Fred
looleed after tlle tfinances. Tllat's Sllirley's brother. His wife, Sllirley. ,TIley put it there.
TheIl the price of fish went down. Atld they llad high interest on their loall. They had
everything agaillst them. They rented it to someone in Clarenville for a year. Tilell
Boyd Way toolc it over. Things caugllt up to theln financially alld tiley declared
banlauptcy. Beothic Processors toole it over, Boyd Way. See the plant down
Valleyfield was ,built in 1960 for researcIl by the federal government.

Interviewer: Have I got tllis rigl1t? It was after he retired frOln the goverllnlent that
Jiln went down alld built the fisllplallt in Greenspond?

Doug White: Yes, that's rigllt. And after he went balllaupt, he left. He sold his
llouse to Eric Burry. It's unfortunate that tllillgs turned out sour for lliln. Because I
tlliruc it llad all impact on him.

Interviewer: Tllere was alrea.dy a bait depot there.

Doug White: The governlnellt put tIle bait depot there ill 1944 or 1945 because I
, worlced all it. I worlced tllere. 'That part is still there. TIle fisll plant was built on to it.
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During tIle tilne it was operated by Jiln 31ld Fred, it had beell supervised by three
differellt plant Inallagers.

Barbara White: He il1vested alillis own Inoney in it. He lost it all. Il1terest rates in
the 19808 was sicy high.

Doug White: I-1e did it llimself. The causeway was officially opel1ed. Novelnber 16,
1984. We were there for the opening. George Cross was there. [Cross was the MHA
for Bonavista Bay]. Stephell MullillS was the mayor at tIle, time. Stevie did his best.
He did his best to get the causeway, too. They called it tIle "Jim Wllite Causeway".

HUTCHIN'S
PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs:

The following pages present some of the Hutchins photographs:

1. Boys skating on the main road, Greenspond, in front of Hutchins Store on
the right. The building in the centre was Sam Daw's forge. And the
building on the left was Baird's premises.

2. The Magistrate's House, Greenspond.

3. The Church of England Rectory, Greenspond.
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