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From the Editor

Welcome to the Spring Issue of The
Greenspond Letter. Greenspond celebrates
two major anniversaries this year. First and
foremost it is the 300th anniversary of English
settlement. According to Colonial Office
records, there were people fishing in
Greenspond in 1697 which makes Greenspond
one of the oldest continuously inhabited
outports in Newfoundland, Greenspond's
ancestors came mainly from the West Country
of England and in 1698 there were 13 men,
women and children living there. By 1810, the
population was 600 and by 1901 the population
had risen to 1,726. Greenspond was an
important fishing, shipping and commercial
centre and was called "The Capital of the
North",

Another important celebration in
Greenspond this year is the 140th anniversary
of the consecration of St.Stephen's Anglican
Church. To commemorate this event an excerpt

from the diary of Robert Dyer, Church of
England teacher and missionary, who lived in
Greenspond and taught school there from 1841
to 1859 is reprinted here,

The Johnson Family Foundation is placing a
series of "community boards" in several
historic communities throughout
Newfoundland over the next few months. The
text that will appear on Greenspond's
community board is printed here. It is titled
"Greenspond: Capital of the North, 1697~

1997",
Mr. Abe Wornell wrote to say that he enjoyed

the last issue of The Greenspond Letter and that
the photograph of the Bank of Montreal on
the cover brought back many memories of his
childhood in Greenspond and especially
memories of his brother, Eldon Wornell, who

View of St. Stephen IS Anglican Church
with the former rectory on the left, 1996
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The rectory of St. Stephen's Church
c. 1920

began work as a clerIc at that branch of tIle Bank
Of Montreal around 1918. From there Eldon
Wornell proceeded up the ranles, his last position
being manager with the Banle of Montreal in
Bathurst, New Brunswicle. AnotIler subscriber,
Lucy (Knee) Zimmerman, wIlo lives in Georgia in
the United States, wrote requesting information
about ller Ilome town of Safe I-Iarbour. TIle article
on Safe I-Iarbour is taken from tIle Encyclopedia of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

TIle interview tilis montIl is with Janie (I-Iunt)
I-Iosleins. Janie lives in Greenspond witlliler son,
Tom l-Iosleins, and I1.is wife, Mary, and tIleir two
cllildren, Neil and Nancy. Janie I-Iosleins grew up
in Greenspond and worleed at tIle Union Trading
Store for twelve years before s11e married. I-Ier
story is printed 11ere.

Plans for tIle Greenspond Come I-Iome Year
are in full gear. Cliff Andrews Ilas suggested tllat
tllose people interested in Greenspond genealogy
migl1t meet at some time during tIle celebrations to

share information on Greenspond family history.
While on the topic of genealogy, I received a love~

ly letter from Audrey Ford of Glovertown who has
done extensive research on the Saunders family.

I would lilee to take this opportunity to thank
all those who assist in the publication of this jourr­
nal: thanks to Weldon Bonnell for his continuing
support i!l the layout and printing of each issue;
and to Ivy Wl1ite Tong, general consultant on all
things Greenspond. A special thanks this time
goes to tIle Bonavista North taxi, and David
Duffett's girlfriend, Melinda, WllO were leind
enougll to deliver tIle last issue to Greenspond;
and ta Tanya BatIl and Margaret Wl1ite far distri~

bution in Greenspond.

Linda White
Editor
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Greenspond: Capital of the North
1697,.19971

Situated on the north east coast of
Newfoundland, Greenspond is comprised of
several islands: the l~rgest is Greenspond
Island, and the smaller ones include Batterton,
Ship, Newell's, Wing's, Pig, Maiden, Groat's,
and Puffin Island. There are several
explanations of the origin of the name
"Greenspond". The most popular is that it is
based on the names of two of the early
families, Green and Pond. Another states that
the name reflected the green of the trees that
covered the island and the'harbour basin-which
resembled a pond. Records from the French
Colonial office refer to Greenspond as "Grin
d'Espagne", which could have subsequently
been pronounced,;i-u Greensp,ond"by early
English settlers.

The early inhabitants of Greenspond hailed
from the southwest of England,'·mainly Dorset
but also Devon, Hampshire, and Somerset.
The names of these early settlers can still be
found there today: Bishop, Blandford, Bragg,
Burry, Burton, Butler, Carter, Chaytor, Crocker,
Dominey, Easton, FeItham, Granter, Green,
Harding, Hawkins, Hoddinott, Hosldns, Hunt,
Hutchins, Kean, Lovelace, Lush, Meadus,
Mullett, Mullins:,. Oal{ley, Oldford f Osmond,.
Parsons, Pond, Rogers, Samson, Saunders,
Smith, Stratton, Way, Wheeler, White, Wicks,
Woodland, Wornell, Wright, and Young.

Greenspond is one of the oldest
continuously inhabited outports in
Newfoundland, having been settled in the
1690s. In the first 100 years after settlement,
the people of Greenspond lived from the
bounty of the sea. The community thrived and
became a major trading centre because of its
proximity to and its position on the main sea
lanes and was known as the "Capital of the

North".
Greenspond's chief asset was its proximity

to the inshore fishing grounds. During the 19th
century, fishermen not only exploited the local
fishing grounds but also went further afield to
find codfish, some as far as the coast of
Labrador. By mid century Greenspond had
become a prominent supply centre and clearing
port for the Labrador fishery which led to the
appointment of a collector of customs by the
colonial government in 1838.

The annual seal hunt was·-another assef·tn
the Greenspond economy. The community's
advantageous location, in the path of the
northern ice floe, enabl~d land.-based hunters
u~ing guns and:oets,to capture\seals.By the
early 19th century the seal hunt had become
an important part of life at Greenspond.
Historian Judge D.W. Prowse reported that in
1807 "from Bonavista and Greenspond 6 ships
went to the ice with 64 men. " He also reported
that in the town of Greenspond itself 80 men
took 17,000 seals in nets. In 1860, 18 vessels,
each with a crew of about 20 men, prosecuting
the seal hunt out of Greenspond. Because
most of the crews and sealing captains were
drawn from Greenspond apd neighbouring
communities, sealing ships would leave St.
John's and Conception Bay in the fall of the
year and anchor in Greenspond Tickle until
spring when the hunt would begin. There was
great pride in the accomplishments of local
sealing captains, such as Darius Blandford who
made the "quicl{est trip ever recorded" and
Peter Carter who secured the heaviest load of
seals in the history of the industry.

Its importance as a major trading and supply
centre meant that Greenspond enjoyed a
steady population growth of prosperous
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View of Greenspond, 1960

tradesmen and artisans: tinsmiths,
blacksmiths, coopers, cobblers, carpenters and
others. Merchant firms included Slade, Fryer,
Brool{ing and Co., William Cox & Co., Ridley
& Sons, E. Duder, W.Waterman, Pllilip
I-Iutchins, Harvey & Co., James Ryan, and J.&
W. Stewart. These companies were primarily
engaged in the buying and selling of fish but
also in supplying and outfitting for these
fisheries. The fish-trading business houses were
also general stores. Early in the 20th century,
the Fishermen's Protective Union, which had
a large branch in Greenspond, opened a Union
Trading Store in the community and ill 1910
Greenspond had the honour of hosting the
Union's annual Convention.

Gradually Greenspond acquired the services

and facilities needed by a bustling commercial
town. In 1848 there was a regular mail and
passenger service, a fortnightly steamer, and
a weekly overland route between Greenspond
and St. John's. To insure the safety of the
steamer into Greenspond after nightfall, the
government erected a lighthouse in 1873 on
Puffin Island at the approach to Greenspond
harbour. In winter when the steamers did not
run, the trains transported the mails to Gambo
and from there couriers - often Micmac ­
carried it overland to Greenspond. John Joe,
perhaps the most notable Micmac courier
travelled for many years with his dogs from
Gambo to Greenspond. The laying of a
submarine cable between Greenspond and the
Newfoundland lnainland in 1885 and the
subsequent provision of a telegraph service
greatly enhanced Greenspond's



6 TI-IE GREENSPOND LETTER Volume 4, Number 2, Spring 1997

communication with the rest of Newfoundland
and the outside world. The turn of the century
marked Greenspond's zenith with a population
of almost 2000, a resident doctor, magistrate,
policeman, customs officer, clergy, postmaster,
teachers, and numerous business enterprises.

The fabric of the church is deeply woven into
Greenspond's history. The early settlers from
the West Country of England brought their
religious affiliations with them. The first visit
by a clergy was Rev. Henry Jones of the Church
of England, who under the auspices of tile
Society of the Propagation of the Gospel served
in Bonavista Bay in the 1720s. I-lis first trip to
Greenspond was in 1728 but the first church
came much later. St. Stephen's Church was
opened in 1812 and owes its construction to
the efforts of Governor Sir John Duckworth
who had allocated funds for the building of
the church. In 1829 a resident clergyman, Rev.
N.A. Coster, was appointed to Greenspond

followed by Rev. Julian Moreton in 1849.
Moreton wrote: "the mission of Greenspond
... is the largest ... in the diocese of
Newfoundland, extending along the 70 miles
of coast and requiring a journey of 200 miles
to visit all its stations." The size of the mission
facilitated the enlargement of the church in
the 1850s.

Wesleyan Methodism made its first
appearance in 1796 wilen Rev. George Smith,
a travelling missionary from Trinity, organized
a small Methodist class in the community.
Services were held in stores and private houses,
and, with the assistance of laymen, Methodist
membership gradually increased. In 1862 Rev.
John Allen became Greenspond's first
Methodist clergyman in a mission that
extended from Flat Islands to Musgrave
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Harbour. In 1873, the first Methodist church
was opened with a seating capacity for 600. It
served the congregation until 1965 when it was
torn down to make way for a new building. In
the late 19th century the Salvation Army came
to Greenspond and built a citadel up on the
Island. Later, as membership grew another
larger citadel was built down by the main road.
There were never many Roman Catholics in
Greenspond. In 1826 there were 500
Protestants and 100 Catholics but many of
them were to move elsewhere. The 1874
census shows 945 Church of England adl1erents,
499 Methodists, and 79 Roman Catholics. In
1901 there were only 18 Roman Catholics
listed. Nevertheless, they built a small Roman
Catl10lic chapel in Pond Head.

The history of education in Greenspond
followed that of the churcl1es. In 1815 the
residents of Greenspond petitioned the
government to appoint Thomas Walley as lay

St. Stephen's Anglican Church

reader and teacher. By 1828 the records show
that there were 186 day school pupils, 220 in
Sunday School, and 75 in Adult school. In 1848
Rev. Robert Dyer recorded in his diary that a
visiting judge had claimed that the school in
Greenspond was the "largest in the island".
The Methodists opened a school in 1880 and
a Salvation Army school opened in 1900. It
can be said tl1at Greenspond t s export of
human resources equals or exceeds its export
in cod, seals, salmon and the lil\:e.

Throughout the 20tl1 century the fishery
remained the major economic enterprise of
the people of Greenspond: a bait depot was
established in 1946, a fresh-fish processing
plant was built in 1957 and a smol\:ehouse was
opened in the 1970s. In 1951 the town was
incorporated, and with municipal government
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came water and sewer facilities, improved light
and power services, improvements in local
roads and, perhaps, the most important of
all, the construction of a causeway connecting
Greenspond Island with the Newfoundland
mainland. In the 1990s Greenspond continues
to thrive, a superb example of a Newfoundland
coastal community which has survived and
prospered for three hundred years despite the
inherent fluctuations in a fishing economy.

Salvation Army Barracks

I would like to thank~ David Bradley, Bert
Riggs and Paul I-Iebbert for their help with this
essay. See also the article titled "Greenspond tt

by David Pitt in the Encyclopedia of Newfound
and Labrador.
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There was no official formal census of the
population of Newfoundland until 1836.
Census information before this date can be
gleaned from letters, lists, fishery reports and
trade figures. In 1675 Sir John Berry, the
commander of a British convoy, ordered a list
to be made of the planters, their wives and
families, the number of men working with
them, the number of boats and stages, and
the number of cattle and sheep. The survey
included the co~munitiesfrom Cape Race to
Bonavista. (Berry's list reported a European
population of 1,659). The first Newfoundland

Legislative Assembly passed An Act for
Ascertaining the Census of the Colony in 1836.
It stated that a census was to be taken every
ten years. In 1911 the census was taken in
August month. The following is a continuation
of this census for Greenspond which was
published in previous issues. The original 1911
Census is held ··at ·the'Provincial Archives of
Newfoundland and Labrador in St. John's. (See
the Encyclopedia of Newfoundland and
Labrador for more information on Census in
Newfoundland)

Humphries, Robert Head Married Mar 1866 45 years Greenspond CofE
Humphries, Mary Ann wife Married July 1877 34 years Cape.Freels CofE
Humphries, Irene daughter Single Mar 1900 Ii years .Greenspohd CofE
Humphries, Margaret daughter Single Aug 1906 5 years Greenspond CofE
Saunders, Bridget Head widow May 1855 56 years Gooseberry I CofE
Saunders, Eliza daughter single .. Aug 1879 3~,years Greensp~nd CofE
Saunders, Robert son single Aug 1891 20 'years Greenspond CofE
Saunders, Maud daughter single April 1897 14 years Greenspond CofE
Saunders, Ann aunt widow June 1831 80 years Greenspond CofE
Smith, Rebecca Head married Dec 1887 23 years Greenspond CofE
Smith, George son single Aug 1910 1 year Greenspond CofE
Dowden, Walter I-Iead married Nov 1860 40 years Greenspond Meth
Dowden, Sarah wife married March 1862 39 years Greenspond CofE
Dowden, Chesley son single Jan 1906 5 years Greenspond Meth
Dowden, Malcolm son single April 1908 3 years Greenspond Meth
Dowden, Dorothy Mildred daughter single March 1911 6 months Greenspond Meth
ri11ey, Violet stepdaughter single Nov 1896 14.years Greenspond CofE
Harding, Edward Head widower Oct 1843 67 years Greenspond Meth
Harding, Fannie daughter single Aug 1875 36 years Greenspond Meth
Osmond, Tryphena servant single March 1982 19 years Greenspond S.A.
Mahar, John Head married April 1860 57 years Greenspond CofE
Mahar, Isabella wife married Aug 1862 49 years Greenspond CofE
Mahar, Baxter son single Feb 1895 16 years Greenspond CofE
Croclt.er, Clara granddaughter single MarcIl 1908 3 years Greenspond CofE
Pond, Joseph I-Iead single Sept 1881 30 years Greenspond CofE
Pond, ClementineAnn mother widow Aug 1840 71 years Greenspond CofE
Button, Edgar I-Iead single May 1884 27 years Deer Island CofE
Button, Joseph brother single Aug 1887 24 years Deer Island CofE
Easton, Richard I-Iead married Sept 1865 46 years Greenspond Metll
Easton t Johanna wife married Feb 1867 44 years Pinchard t s I. Meth
Easton, Tllomas son single Oct 1892 18 years Greenspond Meth
Easton, Eliza daughter single Aug 1896 15 years Greenspond Meth
Easton, Mary daughter single Aug 1898 13 years Greenspond Meth
Easton, Dorothy daughter single June 1901 10 years Greenspond Meth
Easton, Abram son single Aug 1903 8 years Greenspond Met
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Greenspond's Neighbours: Safe Harbour
from the Encyclopedia of Newfoundland and Labrador

A resettled fishing community, Safe Harbour
was located around a wellrwsheltered harbour
on the north side of Bonavista Bay. Originally
known as Puddingbag Cove, the harbour is just
across the mouth of Valleyfield Harbour from
main Pool's Island and was settled largely by
people from Greenspond and Pool's Island.

In the 1860s and 1870s there was generally a
movement to more sheltered mainland
locations by fishermen from the islands on the
north side of Bonavista Bay, associated with
the expansion of the. Labrador fishery. -' The
older settlements on the islands were
becoming overcrowded, 'while their advantages
for the inshore fishery were becoming less
relevant. Several of the 'harbours, where new. ' '~ .' ~ ,

settlements were established had been in use

Boat in full sail

for some years for "freezing in" Labrador
schooners during the winter months. This was
the case for Safe Harbour, which had the
advantages of being sheltered from the
northern ice by Attwood's Island and being
just over a mile's walk across the ice from Pool's
Island and Badger's Quay in the winter months.

Safe Ha'rbour firsts appears in the Census
in 1874, with a population of 98, but grew to
more than 300 people by 1901. Tradition has
it that the first settlers were the Sturge family.
,Other family narrfes include 'Attwood,
Blackwood, Burry, Davis, Dyke, Janes,
Gillingham, King, Knee, Stratton and Wakeley.
Jacob Attwood had established a general
business by,1894" while a church and school
were built between Safe Harbour and nearby
Southwest Arm to serve both communities.
The peak recorded population of Safe',Harbour
(326) was in 1921, by which ~ime the
community was already past its glory days. A
downturn in the Labrador fishery became a
virtual collapse in the late 1920s and 1930s,
and by 1945 the population had declined to
181. Many of those who left went to worl<: in
the lumberwoods in Newfoundland, while
.others went to :Canadp,.By,the time of
Confederation the Labrador schooner fishery
was no more. But the remaining inhabitants
of Safe Harbour were still absent from the
community for much of the year, as loggers or
mariners (several Safe I-Iarbour families,
perhaps most notably the Blacl<:woods, had
developed a wide reputation as seamen during
the years when the Labrador fishery was at its
peak). During the resettlement program, Safe
Harbour people moved across Valleyfield
I-Iarbour in 1954 and 1955 to Badger's Quay,
Valleyfield, and Pool's Island.
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Last Will and Testament of David Burry,
Greenspond, March 18, 1808

In the nalne of God, Alnen.
I, David. Burry, Senior, of Christchurch [Dorset,
England] now residnlg in Greenspond in the said
Island above written, being through the abu.ndant
mercy and goodness of God, though weak in
body yet of a sound and perfect understanding
and Iuelnory" and calling to"reillelubrahce the
uncertain states of this transitory life, do
constitute this my last will and testament and

desire it may be re~~~ved by all.as such.
I give and comlriii my soul urito'Allnighty God
in wholn and by the luerits ofJesus Christ I trust
and believe assuredly to be saved, at my decease
I desire that my ,body luay be buried decent
'(Withoutpolnp) at the discretion of lny sons,'tny
executors, herafter nalned. As to lny worldly

estates, l will and positively order th~l alt my

debts be paid by Iny sons, IllY executors, first I
give to Iny two sons, George and David Burry,
alliny fishing rOOIn, dwelling house, out houses
and every other thing thereto belonging, with all
Iny boats, netts, and crafts ofevery discription to

be solely their property and theirs forever to
Wh0111 I'leave also with IUy son Charles Burry

frolu the tiule of Iny death the BUIU of two
hundred and forty pounds, ten shillil1gS now in
joint stock ~f the Consolidated £3 Peent
Annuities which ,lnakes 400 pounds Stock as
receipt in Iny possession;' and received yearly for
Ine by Mr. R.W. Sleat, my attorney, merchant at

Christchurch, the above stun with its interest, I
freely give to IUy three sons', George, Charles,
and David Burry, '~qual share to each. Also I
give allIny relnaining Monies, now. in the hand
of Mr. R.W. Sleat, as above to my aforesaid
sons, George andpavid. I haye hereunto set my

hJ~l1dj~lUd se~lth1~:i~ighteenthdayof March in

the year ofour Lord Olle thousand eight hundred
I eight. David ,.Burry,t

And do constitute theln Iny executors of
this my last will and testament in witness
whereof, In presence of us: Nathaniel Sinith,

Esau Attwood, Stephen Roberts.

Last Will and Te~tament of. Thom~s Hunt,
Newell's Island, planter, dated April 8, 1836
n••• fIrst ofall I give and bequeath to Rebecca Iny
lawful wife lny dwelling place, furniture Rlld all
tllereunto belonging together with tIle gardens,
cow house, and livestock together with the half
of Iny boats, seines, and craft. Also I give alld
bequ.eatll to Iny son Robert Hunt, Iny cooper's
shop (situate near Iny dwellillg house) with the
cooperage, tools, staves, and casks and all
thereto belongillg together with one half of Iny

boats, seines, and craft. And I give alld
bequeath lny Pew ill tIle Episcopal Church at
Greenspond to lny wife and son Robert Hunt
each to have and equal part or share. And I
nOlninate and appoint Rebecca Iny wife sole
executrix of this Iny last will and testalnent. "
Court records, PANL
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The Journal of Robert Dyer
Greenspond, 1841~18591

The Society for Educating the Poor of
Newfoundland, or the Newfoundland School
Society, was founded in London in 1823 to
provide education for the children of the
people living in Newfoundland. It was the first
organization of its kind in Britain established
to provide needed services to British colonies.
Samuel Codner, a Devon merchant involved
in the Newfoundland trade, who had been
active in educational activities and the
distribution of Bibles, was the driving force
behind its establishment, Among its directors
were the Colonial Secretary, Lord Bathurst,
and the Prime Minister, Lord Liverpool, who
served as Vice-Patron, perhaps accounting for

Dominey's bouse, 1996

the generous grants the Society received from
the British government.

The Newfoundland School Society's first
school was opened in St. John's on September
20, 1824. By 1830 there were 28 day schools
and over 1500 students. Adult education was
an integral part of the Society's mandate,
combining literacy with instruction in the
Gospel. The purpose of the schools was
educating the young people of Newfoundland
and to do so on religious principles. Teachers
who were sent out to Newfoundland were
required to be members of the Established
Church, the Church of England. They were to
be trained at the National School at Baldwin's
Gardens in the Bell System of teaching.

One of the earliest settlements in
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Newfoundland to apply to the Society for the
establishment of a school was Greenspond,
the administrative centre for the district. The
population at that time was 1100 (3000 in the
whole district in 1848), and the people wanting
their children to have an education were quite
willing to construct a school building
themselves. The first teacher was William King
who arrived in October 1828 and opened a
school with 34 children, An evening school for
adults was started, a loan library was put into
operation, Bibles and New Testaments were
circulated. Branch schools were soon opened
at Pool's Island and Swain's Island, and later
at Fair Island. King left after three years and
was succeeded by Benjamin Fleet,

While schools were sponsored by the
Newfoundland School Society, missionaries
were sent to Newfoundland by the Society for
the ~ropagationof the Gospel (SPG). The SPG
sent its first missionary, the Rev, N .A, Coster,
to Greenspond in 1829, He stayed for two years
and was suceeded by the Rev. Thomas Wood
in 1832. In 1840 the Rev. James Gilchrist was
appointed, and in 1850 the Rev. Julian Moreton.

In August 1839, Robert William Dyer, 31 years
of age, trained in the Bell System at the
Baldwin's Gardens National School, arrived in
Newfoundland, and in the next year was
appointed teacher of the Greenspond school.
During his nineteen years as schoolmaster and
later as assistant missionary, he ke'pt a diary.
In 1844 Dyer returned to England where he
was married on April 13, 1845. Mr. and Mrs.
Dyer left London on June 19, sailed from
Bristol, England, and landed in St. John's after
a stormy voyage of 28 days. A weel{ later they
travelled to Greenspond arriving on August 1.
They were warmly welcomed. Dyer's journal
reports that: "flags were hoisted in different
parts of the harbour to congratulate us on
our return. It A new house had been built for
them and it was joined to the School with a
porch.

Dominey's house.' three storey with
Mansard roof, c.1930

An outline of daily instruction is set out in
Dyer's 1847 report. The first or senior class
learned spelling, dictation, writing in copy
bool{s, and cyphering, and English grammar.
The sixth or primary class learned the alphabet.
The clases in between were gradually
introduced to senior subjects as they became
capable of them. Religious instruction was given
a prominant place at the beginning of the day.
Senior students studied the whole Bible, juniors
the New Testament, and the younger children
tracts and catechisms. Large numbers of
scripture verses were memorised, as well as
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View of the Drawbridge from Ship
Island, c.1960

collects and short prayers, and hymn singing
was practised. As this was the only school in
the settlement, all children attended regardless
of religion. Mrs Dyer was also a trained teacher.
She taught the girls knitting and sewing. In
1854 a local girl who had studied at the
Society's school in St. John's returned to
Greenspond to organise an infants' school.

In 1849 the Church of England Bishop,

Edward Feild, agreed to ordain Dyer. Dyer went
to St. John's in May, studied for his deacon's
examinations on arrival, passed the test and
was admitted to the diaconate on May 3, 1849.
He continued his work in Greenspond but by
1858 he was contempleting a change. In the
spring of 1859, after 19 years in Greenspond,
the Dyers left. After a five day journey to St.
John's, they arrived and visited Government
House. On July 7, 1859, they sailed for Prince
Edward Island where they were to serve until
1884. Robert Dyer died in 1887.
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From the Journal of Robert Dyer:
September 12th, 1847

Read prayers today in church twice, in the
afternoon buried Samuel Carter, aged 19
months, son of Samuel at Ship Island, The
church was well attended,

September 26th, 1847

Read prayers in church today twice and in
the afternoon buried William Carter, aged 10
'months, son of Benjamin Carter,

October 3rd, 1847

Read prayers in church twice today, and in

Pond Head: Jacob Wright, standing by
the tiller, and Abraham Burry sitting by
the sails, They were driven off course in a
storm and ended up on Flat Islands. The
small boat behind it later was owned by
Edward Carter, (Courtesy of Alan
Rogers), c.1941

the afternoon buried Mrs, Siberia Osmond,
the wife of James Osmond, Ship Island, aged
49 years, Mrs, Dyer went to church today to
offer up her public thanksgiving for her
deliverance from childbirth. A large
congregation present. In the evening visited a
man and his wife, the latter having been
afflicted for the last five years. I read the word
of God to them both, on which I spoke for
some time. They were both exceedingly
thankful. The old man, after I had done
conversing with them related to me rather a
remarkable incident, tantamount to a miracle.
Some years since he, with others, was on a
sealing voyage in which they had the misfortune
to lose the vessel, but all hands were saved
(clothes excepted) which was lost. In one of
the bundles of clothes which was lost,
comprised of his jacket and a few other things,
also a Book of Common Prayer, was wrapped
up in the middle. This said bundle was lost
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and beating about in the sea for a month, at
the end of which the bundle was picked up 30
miles from the place where the vessel was
wreclced, all the clothes perfectly saturated
with water but the Book of Common Prayer
which taken out of the middle of the bundle
was perfectly dry, not even soiled, He declared
this to be true, What a providential
preservation of such a valuable book and more
particularly so as no doubt but that it was the
only Book of Common Prayer among 40 or 50

men,

October 9th, 1847

Buried Henry Charles Parsons, son of George
Parsons, aged two and a half years,

Model 0/ schooner, Eastern Star, winter
1908, model was six foot overall

November 3rd, 1847

Went to Swain's Island to arrange matters
respecting the Branch School. The inhabitants
agreed to build a new school house and the
children are to assemble in the old Dwelling
House until the new one is finished, Happy to
say the people here have made up ,5 for their
teacher according to their promise. Left Swain's
Island this evening for Fool's Island [Pool's
Island], Arrived about sunset, Slept at Spurrells,

November 4th, 1847

Went from house to house with the teacher
to solicit subscriptions from the people in aid
of the school. Left the same evening for
Greenspond. Arrived about sunset. Found
Mrs. Dyer and family tolerably well. Praise the
Lord.
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November 12th, 1847

A poor man from one of the Islands who is
going into the woods to live for the winter
came to beg a Book of Common Prayer. He
has been unwell for some time. He remarked
that he may never return again from the woods,
therefore he wished to have some prayers that
would help prepare him for his hour of death.
I fortunately had one pamphlet which
contained a number of select prayers from our
valuable Common Prayer Book. I also gave him
a few excellent Tracts on preparation for death.
lIe was exceedingly gratified and gave me many
thanl{s.

November 20th, 184«7

Went to Fair Island to visit the Branch School.
Arrived in the evening about 4-5 0'clocl{.
Sunday morning opened the School and
commenced hearing the children read, etc.,
which was continued until time for Divine

Greenspond Harbour: two children in a
punt: Janet Phillipps and Gordon
Phillipps. In the background is the tower
of the old Methodist Lecture hall, c.1950s

Service. The children behaved very well and
are getting on nicely with their reading
Catechisms and singing. Each time I visit the
School I am happy to say tha~ I find a manifest
improvement in the children. Present 51, or
about. I conducted Divine Service morning and
afternoon and found the people very attentive.

Monday morning, having arranged matters
respecting tIle completion of the little school,
I left in a boat for Greenspond and arrived in
time to commence my own day school for the
day. Found Mrs. Dyer and the little one quite
well. Praise the Lord.

November 27th, 184«7

Sent a few lines to Mr. Bridge with the
amount of my subscription ,17.8.6 in a boat
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Government wharf in Pond head, 1996

from Mr. Willis.

November 29,1847

Our school is increasing in number, the
greater, boys, are coming in. Thanl<: the Giver
of all blessings. We are all pretty well and the
school seems very encouraging.

January 2nd, 18418

Opened school again after vacation. The
class repeated lessons which they had
committed to memory during the holiday. It
was truly pleasant to see so many present and
more also when we consider that the Lord
l1ad been pleased to spare all in health and
strength to commence another year. After the
children had said their lessons I gave a lecture
on the subject. The First Classes, boys and

girls, said the whole of the Prophet Jonah and
the Second Classes, boys and girls, said the
tenth Chapter of St. John to the 21st verse, a
subject which I pray God may have an
everlasting impression on their hearts to the
Glory of His Holy Narne and the salvation of
the children's souls. 0 Lord, let Thy Presence
be with us all during the ensuing year; to direct,
bless and keep us in all Thy ways. That we
may all serve Thee acceptably through Jesus
Christ, Amen.

February 14.th, 18418

Our School through the mildness of the
weather has been and is very well attended
and regularly.

February 25th, 1848

Distributed Tracts among the vessels going
to the seal fishery.
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"'Fc'bruary 27th, 1848

An exceedingly rough cold day, the coldest
which it has been for the whole winter; only a
few children at school.

they were driven off to sea and frozen to death,
Oh, how awful, Mayall of us take warning
and prepare for death,

March 9th, 1848

March 6th, 1848

An exceedingly rough day, no attendance at
school.

A large attendance today, the weather quite
mild,

March 24th, 1848

March 27th, 1848

March 28th, 1848

The School is now well attended, All well
and going on encouragingly,

Thomas Green who was cast away on the
night of March 7th'with his father, Lush and
Wicks, returned home in John Carter's
schooner relating that Wicks, the same night
they were cast away and his father and Lush
the next day about 10:00 o'clock.

March'7th,1848

A·littly better, not many children at school.
In the afternoon very fine, quite calm. The
people busy putting their nets, some seals
about. About 5:30 p.m. a sudden gale of wind
and snow came in three minutes off from
North West. Caught the punts and three crews
got on Puffin Island and one on Little Copper
Island, Benjamin Burry, George Grunter, James
alld Philip Grunter, W. Lowe, Mr. Dudin
:K~nnedy,'Edgar and George Alleri went out
about 1:00 o'clock in the morning. One crew,
c:ast away, namely John Green, Senior, his son Wrote to, Mr. 13ridge for bpoks, etc. for the
Thomas and Wicks = s two boys. I thought that School.

to be continued '"
A copy of the Journal of Robert Dyer is

held in the Centre for Newfoundland Studies
Archives, Memorial University. Biographical
information on Robert Dyer is from "Life in
Newfoundland, 1841~1958, and in Prince

Edward Island, 1859~1884, as Described in the
Journals of Robert W. Dyer" by Canon T.R.
Millman in Journal of the Canadian Church
Historical Society, Vol.XI~ No.2, June 1972.
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In Conversation with Janie (Hunt) Hoskins

On September 20, 1996, I visited the borne of
Janie Hoskins, The Hoskins,household was very
busy as her grandcbildren were quite anxious to
get out fisbing. Janie lives witb her son, Ibm
Hoskins and bis wife, Mary. Janie's granddaughter,
Nancy Hoskins is in Grade Seven at Heritage
Academy in Greenspond. Her teacher is Mrs.
Gibbons. Her gr'andson, Neil Hoskins, attends

Now then we'll start at the beginning. Were
you born in Greenspond?

Yes. My parents were Tom and Mary
Hunt, She was Mary Starkes. She was from
Ship Island and her mother was a Hoskins
before she m.arried.

1;',' ),r 1,.,.

Ship Island? Were you born on Ship Island?

No. I was born here. Greenspond.

Do you have any brothers and sisters?

I have one sister. Maggie.

And who did you marry?

Edgar Hoskins.

When is your birthday?

January 15th, 1920.

And you worlted down to the Union Store?

Yes. For 12 years. I started in 1938. The
manager was George I<ing at that time. I-Ie
was from here. When I went there to worle
there was just George I<ing and myself. They
had an outdoor man"at the fish and that.
After that they had a steady man there .­
Raymond Parsons, worleed there outdoors.
After three years they had another girl. Lucy
Marshfield. I believe she was there for four

Lester Pearson Higb Scbool in Wesleyville and is
in Level Two. Neil and Nancy were very busy
witb trying to get their grandfather, Lloyd
Hawkins, to take them out fisbing. However,
amidst it all, we had a cbance to sit down and
have a lovely afternoon as Janie told me about
working in the Union Store in Greenspond.

or five years. Oh, yes, she was from
Greenspond. Lucy Coward she was then. I
worked with George King for, I think five years.
And then Roland Wright, well he came from
Nippers Harbour before he came heref He
was a distant relation to the Wrights here. I
also worked tw6:yearswith'EarlVincent. He
was the Manager after Mr. Wright left.

What was it lilte.worl{.ing,there? Was it a
big store? What time did you go to work?

Indeed it was a big store. I went to work
at nine 0'clock in the morning. And I worked
until six in the night. I came home for my
dinner. And then we had to go to work after
tea on Saturday nights, until half past nine,
ten 0'clocle.

Ifow much did yoJ get paid?

First when I went there I got $8. a
month. In 1938.

Eight dollars a month. What did you do
with all your money?

When I finished I made thirty dollars a
month.

I-Iow old were you when you started work?
Did you stay there until you got married?
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Eighteen,"I was eighteen when I started
work and I stayed there until I got married, I
did work down to Ro Carter's for a year, It's
the club now.

Who were the customers at the Union Store~

Did all the fishermen go there?

Oh, yes, a lot had accounts there. The
fishermen, The busy time was in the summer,
You could get anything in the Union Store,
Everything from a common pin to a coil of
rope, There was a ,salt store. They'd bring in
a load of salt in the spring of the year. And
then during the summer they'd have another
load brought in. They took salt fish, The salt
fish would go back to Port Union.

How did you get paid? Cash or cheque?

I got a cheque. It came over from Port
Union.

Where did you cash your cheque?

Down' the store.

How was the store laid out?

It was a big store, my dear. There was
drygoods, hardware. And salt was down the
lower store where they kept the provisions
all the winter - flour and butter. They'd have
provisions come in late in the fall and that
would last until some time in the spring when

, the boats were running again. They.had their
own boats, the Swile and the Young Hood. They
would bring groceries and goods, salt,
hardware and everything.

Did that all come from Port Union?

It came from Port Union to here.

Did the fishermen bring their fish here to
the store?

It was culled. There was merchant and
Madeira and West Indies and tomcods.
Raymond Parsons used to cull it.

Janie Hoskins with her father Tom Hunt,
c. 1940s

Did they pay the fishermen cash? Or was it
credit?

. Well, it was credit up to that time. But
in the fall of the year when the fishermen
settled up their accounts it would be cash
then. Whatever their balance would be. During
the summer if they wanted a twenty dollar
bill, they would come in and get it.

Could people charge down there? Even if
they weren't fishermen?

Oh indeed they did. All the fishermen
had their accounts there.

The Union Store, that big building, was that
built by tl1.e Union Store? Or was something



22 THE GREENSPOND LETTER Volume 4, Number 2, Spring 1997

Polly Hunt, c. 1940s

else before and the Union bought it?

I don't know when it was built. The
Fishermen's Union Trading Company owned
it when I worlced there, and years after before
that.

When was the busiest time of the year? Did
fishermen who went to the Labrador bring
their fish there?

Summer and fall was the busiest time.
No the fishermen from the Labrador didn't
go there. Just the ,local fis!l from around the
bays. Silver Fox Island. New I-Iarbour. They'd
bring their fish down. Sometimes Mr Wright
or Mr I(ing would go up and collect the fish
up t11e bay. Earl Vincent in later years.

What would they go up in?

Oh", the Swile or the Hood. Those boats
operated out of Port Union.

Did you ever go to Port Union~

No.

So what did you do when you went in the
mornings?

You'd sweep up the floors. I was the
only girl there for three years and then we
had "Lucy Coward. She worked with us for
four or five years ~nd~hen· we had Annie
Vincent. That's Earl's wife, She was Annie
Pond then. They served. We all swept up the
floor, and dust off the counters and wash off
the counters and that. And we all served at

, the counters. You would serve on the counter,
and do the books. And in the summer time
you had to give the fish receipts to the
fishermen. And enter.it all into the book.

---"1

You had no computers or calculators then.

No. We had a. cash register.

I guess you can add up a column of numbers
pretty quiclt,

Oh yes. I was not too bad. Everything
had to be weighed then. There was no
packages then. We had all kinds of goods.
Yes. Apples and oranges. Apples came in by
the barrel then. We had drygoods. It all came
ftom Port Union. They ordered it from
elsewhere, I guess.

N ow, you grew up in Greenspond. You
went to school here. Church of England?

Yes, I went to the Church of England
school. Mr. Batten was the teacher. His son
was here visiting this past summer.

Who was in your class?

Mildred Burry, Mildred Wicl{s. Louise
Parsons, that was Locl{yer's wife. Josie
Downer. Don Granter and Lloyd Granter. The
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I'

Food fishery, summer 1996

school was in the Parish Hall until I was in
Grade Three. Then we had to move down to
the Bretoners Lodge for awhile, one winter,
while they built the new school. That was
Grade Four and the Grade Five and Six went
up to the Victoria Hall. That was a small hall
up here near Tom Bragg's. Near the Anglican
rectory.

Did you enjoyworl{ing in the Union Store?

Oh, yes, I loved it. I didn't apply for it.
George I(ing asl{ed me. I was down there one
summer before tllat for about three months.
So I more or less had experience down there.
So when this other girl left he asl{ed me to
go there. I stayed tllere for 12 years and I
enjoyed every minute of it. People came from
all up the bay, from Silver Fox Island, Deer

Island and New Harbour.

They came down to go to the Union Store.
People came to Greenspond to go shopping.

Yes, there were small stores up there.
But they brought their fish down here to be
shipped.

Was there any part of worl{ing in the store
that you didn't lil{e. Were the ll.ours long?

Yes, it was long hours but when it was
busy the hours went before you l{new it. I
did tIle bool{ worl{ down there too. Besides
serving. Not everybody in Greenspond came
to the Union Store. Most of the fishermen
did. There were other stores, Hutchins,
Bourne's, Wright's and Ro Carter's. We used
to have a load of coal come every year. That
was l{ept in another store where there was
oil and coal. There was another building off
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from the main bUilding with lumber. The
lumber used to come from up the bay. It was
used to repair things like bridges.

How long have you been living in this
house, since you were married!

First when I was married I lived down
the harbour. When we bought this house it
was up on the hill and we launched it down.
Tom built a piece on to it.

Oh yes, I thinlr I saw a picture of it. It has a
lovely window. Who lived in it when it was
up on the hill?

George Lush. We bought it 40 years ago.
And we launched it down. We launched it in

Members of the Fishermens Protective
Union, standing on the steps of
Hutchins' Store, at the Annual

I Conference, 1910

the winter.

The photograph of the three of you in the
doorway, can you remember when it was
talren?

Let me see. Before Annie Vincent, Lucy
Marshfield worked there. When Lucy got
married Annie came there to work.

Were there lots of people in the store?

Oh yes. In the winter. There'd be five or
six people there talking, sitting around the
stove.

I guess there was a lot of poor people too?

Oh yes, my dear, especially during the
Depression. We had the contract then with
the government for the dole. They used to
get six cents a day. One person would get
two dollars. Three parts of the harbour at
that time, 1929. That was the worse of it.
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View of Hoskins house on top ad the
Island before it was launched down 40
years ago.

After the war brol{e it seemed like there was
more employment.

Did they sell big things? Like chesterfields?

No. They sold mattresses, though, and
on the end of it they sold stoves. They sold
paint. Different kinds of paint. They had
everything for the fishermen for their boats.

So, are you related to Tom and Mary I-Iunt?

Oh, yes, we are cousins. Their father and
my father were brothers. Noah Hunt and
Thomas Hunt. My fatl1er was Thomas I-Iunt.

What did you do in your spare time?

I was involved in the GFS, the Girls
Friendly Society. Mrs. Andrews was the leader

at the first and then Mrs. Granter and then I
took it over on the last of it. Mrs. Andrews
was Mae Dominey. She married Magistrate
Andrews. We met on Friday nights. We'd do
fancy work and we'd have plays and concerts.

Who else was involved?

Mary I-Iunt, Mary Sainsbury, Muriel !(nee,
Mae Sainsbury and Maggie, my sister, and
Louise I(ean. We were all in the plays.

This is a lovely house. The stairwell is really
very nice. Nice rails. I-Iave you changed the
house much?

Not this room, well the ceiling and the
walls. And that window there is changed.

Janie, I guess it would be busy down the
Union Store during fishing season.

Oh yes, it would be busy. Some days we
wouldn't get 110me for dinner at one 0' clocl{
it would be too busy. We'd walk home to
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dinner and walk back again. We would go back
to work Saturday nights and sometimes in
the weelc when they'd be tal{ing fish you'd
have to go in in the night times. A man on
the wharf would cull the fish.

Did you sell such things as material for
malting clothes?

Oh yes. And in the summertime we use
to have dresses down here. Men's clothes. It

Burry's Foodtown
General Store

Specializing in I1:ardware
Drygoods and Confectionary

Greenspond
(709) 269-3141

was according to how much the men would
get for their fish. I think the price of fish was
$4.75 a quintal. That was for merchantable.
There was Madeira, tomcods and West Indies.
That was sun burnt fish. The Labrador boats
would put their fish out up around the bays.
When it was dried they would tal{e it to St.
John's. Only the small boats came to the
Union Store.

We would put in our order to Port Union.
We had dishes, crocl{ery, bedroom sets, basins
and jugs. There was not much you couldn't
get at the Union Store.

Island Mini Mart
Greenspond

(709) 269-3411




