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EDITORIAL NOTES.

HE proofs of Moravian Missions for Novem-
ber were corrected and ready to be returned
to the printers for the purposes of the “ make-
up,” when, on October 2oth, the day on which
these Notes are being written, a further

instalment of Bishop Ward's “ Notes by the Way”
has reached us. Much to our regret we shall have to
postpone publication of these Notes until December.
They were sent off from New Eden, Jamaica, on
October 2nd, and on October 11th the Bishop was to
sail for the States, whence, if all goes well, we have
heard, he will proceed to England on the 28th.

* * % % *

The attention of our ministers, members, and friends
is drawn specially to the Appeal on behalf of the
hurricane-stricken Islands of St. Thomas, St. Jan,
and Antigua which appears on another page of this
Number of our Magazine, and also to the further
notice we are publishing regarding the special Day
of Prayer for Missions.

Will collectors of Tinfoil please note that we are
anxious, if at all possible, to complete our first £100
cash received by the end of the present year. The
total amount realised so far is £93 7s. 5d.; and
since in the year 1923 we obtained the sum of £10
3s. od., it ought not to be difficult for us to get the
1ema1n1n0' £6 125. 7d. by our next sale. Let us all
put our shoulders to the ‘wheel, and the thing will be
done ! '

* * * * *

To the Editor, MoRAVIAN MISSIONS.
DEAR SIRr,

Would any of your readers care to subscribe
to a fund to buy uniform and equipment to a troop
of Boy Scouts that Mr. W. Asboe is starting in Leh?
I shall be very grateful to any who could do so,
and will lay out any money I receive in as wise a
manner as [ can.

Yours sincerely,
A. CuristoPHER HEATH.
22 Linzee Road, Hornsey, London, N.8.



THE DAY OF INTERCESSION FOR MISSIONS.

raised many new problems with regard to

missionary work. There has been a steady

growth in devolution, and an entirely new

interest in education, and a call for better
equipment for the missionary. New aspirations for
self-government, among primitive peoples as well as
the more civilised races, the rapid growth of com-
merce and industry in Africa and the East, the clash
of race accentuated by problems of emigration and
government, new tides of thought everywhere, espe-
cially among the young—all these things point to the
necessity of closer union between the Christian forces
both at home and abroad with a view to common
action. That need is all the greater in view of the
rapid development of new Churches and Christian
organisations of a national character in many parts
of the world, especially in India, China and Japan.
The problems of co-operation between the Mission-
ary Societies and Churches at home and these new
branches of the Christian family are great, but so
also are the riches of the fellowship to be shared. It
1s to share these riches as well as to solve these
problems that it is increasingly felt we must get
closer together in prayer and intercession for our
common task.

The International Missionary Council which met
at Oxford in 1923 decided to invite the Churches in
mission fields throughout the world to unite with
those at home in common prayer at a definite time.
It was at first hoped that this united intercession
could take place on the same day everywhere, but

THE world situation since the great war has

2

it proved impossible to arrange this, and finally it
was decided that each country should choose its own
dates in 1924-25 and issue literature according to its
own need. The Missionary Societies all over the
world have welcomed very warmly *“ A Call to World
Wide Prayer ” issued by the International Missionary

- Council, over 20,000 copies having been ordered for

use in England alone. The day of prayer for Great
Britain, as for Australia and New Zealand, Palestine
and Persia, has been fixed for November 3oth (St.
Andrew’s Day, which has for long been a day for
missionary intercession both in the Church of Eng-
land and the Church of Scotland). That date is now
drawing near, and adequate preparation must be made
by congregations and individuals who desire to share
in this opportunity.

Immersed as we often are in the interests and
cares of our immediate surroundings, we need more
knowledge of the world’s needs—a world perspective
—and perhaps also a reminder of what has been and
may yet be done by united intercession. To help i
such preparation the Conference of British MISSIOH—
ary Societies has i1ssued a pamphlet “On the God-
ward Side,” by the Rev. E. Shillito, to accompany the
“Call to World Wide Prayer,” which it is hoped
may be specially of service to clergy, ministers, Bible-
class leaders, and all who will be responsible for
acts of intercession on November 3oth. Bot
pamphlets can be obtained from the headquar..
the various Missionary Societies (or in the case .
Anglicans from the Missionary Council of the
National Assembly, or S.P.C.K.).

®

THE RECENT HURRICANE IN THE WEST INDIES.
AN APPEAL FOR HELP.

struck the north-eastern group of the West

Indian- Islands towards the end of the

month of August. Not a few lives were
lost, much damage was done to property in general,
and thousands of the poorer class were rendered
homeless and dependent upon public charity for the
bare necessaries of life.

Our Mission premises in several of the islands have
been damaged more or less seriously, and hundreds
of our own members deprived of home and shelter.

The cost of repairing the damage done to Moravian

OST of our readers have doubtless seen
accounts in the Press of the hurricane which

Mission property in the three islands of St. Thomas,
St. Jan, and Antigua alone is estimated approximately
at £700.

Feeling sure that many of our members and friends
will like to help to raise the money needed for these
repairs, we have pleasure in issuing this Appeal on
behalf of our stricken mission-stations in the islands
named. Particulars regarding this disastrous visita-
tion will be found elsewhere in this Number of our
magazine.

Signed on behalf of the British Mission Board,
H. R. Muwmrorp, Chairman.

HOW OUR MISSION STATIONS WERE AFFECTED BY THE RECENT HURRICANE
IN THE VIRGIN AND THE LEEWARD ISLANDS OF THE WEST INDIES.

HE REV. P. BARTELS writes from Cedar

Hall, Antigua, on Sept. 7th as follows:—

“You will probably know through the news-

papers about the hurricane that passed last

week over some of the Leeward Islands and

over the Virgin Islands.  Fortunately we did not

have in this island the full force of the storm: the

centre of the hurricane passed south of us. It was

during the night from Wednesday, Aug. 27th, to

Thursday, the 28th, that the storm passed over us,

the most severe part during the hours from mldmght
to 3 a.m.

“The southern part of the island, where the sta-
tions Cedar Hall and Gracebay are situated, suffered
most. At Cedar Hall the church roof was damaged,
and some shutters, clap-boarding and spouting blown
away. But the congregation will see to that. Grace-
bay is the station that has been badly hit.  The
church is in a bad state. The roof is in places open
and the sides likewise, and the shingles on the major
part of the roof torn off. Of the other buildings on
the station the carriage house and the horse stable are
flat—a heap of ruins. The parsonage has
not fared so badly, though some damage was
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the tropical sun beating down upon them, before
they were rescued. The missionary’s wife never
fully recovered from this terrible experience, and

hopeless not long ago.
me :
game.” It
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A missionary remarked to
“ Dangers, perils, thrills, are all in the great
1s said that the heroic, the risky, the
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‘Map of Northern Nicaragua, showing the Great Wangks River, Sangsangta, and Auastara.

some six years ago passed away, having nobly earned
the “ Well Done.”

But the greatest thrills come when the missionary
sees heathen lives being changed by the glarious
Gospel, hearts opening to God, churches, schools,
etc., being built in places reckoned as practically

%

dangerous always appeals to the young. If therefore
any members of our Auxiliaries seek the thrilling
life, it is theirs by going out on the great venture
with the most thrilling story ever told—the story of
a Love that redeems, that thrills the heart through
and through, and changes life for all future time.

%

FOR THE YOUNG FOLKS.

SHORT STORIES FROM DISTANT LANDS
Relatediby *“ PRUDENCE.”

IX. A Story from North Queensland

LTHOUGH we have now no Moravian mis-
sionaries in North Queensland, Australia,
their places having been taken by Presbyteri-
ans, yet we ought not to forget the wonderful

| history of that mission and the *“ Miracle ” of
Mapoon, the first station to be established by the two
missionary pioneers Ward and Hey. The late Mr.
Brown (who afterwards went to San Domingo in the
West Indies, returned to England broken down in
health, and died just before Christmas, 1923) was as
a young missionary stationed at Mapoon with Mr. and
Mrs. Hey, and tells a story of one of the black Chris-
tians which proves that it was well worth while to take
the Gospel to those poor degraded people. The man’s
name was Bone, and Mr. Brown wrote that he had

been very fond of him from the beginning, for “he
was quite a gentleman "—which shows that you
mustn’t judge of people by their clothes, for Bone
had probably very little of any kind on when Mr.
Brown first got to know him.

Once when the young missionary made a long
journey to find a place for a new station Bone went
along and was very helpful to him. Though he was
never baptized he was one of the best of the young
men at Mapoon. After some years, however, Bone
was taken very ill, and it soon became evident that
consumption, which carries off so many of the
Australian blacks, had got hold of him. His mother
nursed him most faithfully, and the missionaries
supplied both of them with food, so that the mother
could devote all her time to her sick son. You would
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7 appeared, neatly clothed in European dress

such as all the Christian natives wear, and

came regularly with her employer and his

A Hunting Party, North Queensland.

Since the establishment of the Mission at Mapoon, hunting parties have been
organised at intervals, partly for the purpose of obtaining supplies of fresh
meat and partly to counteract the enervating effects which might result from

the sudden adobtion of civilized habits.

think that their own people might have given them
food; but they were heathen, and the heathen are
nearly always selfish and do not care for the sick
and weak. It is only the followers of Jesus who
learn to love others and do them good for His sake.
The heathen blacks of Australia share their good
things only with those who are strong and well and
able to look after themselves. One night a relative
of Bone’s brought home a fine kangaroo which he
had speared, and the missionary hoped they would
give some of the meat to poor Bone, to tempt his
failing appetite. But when he was asked abou it
Bone replied quietly: “Oh no, I no get any of it.
They no care about me.” And the strangest part of
the story was that, when Mr. Brown asked the man
who had speared the kangaroo why he had not given
Bone any, he said: “/ no get any; other big men
they carry it all away and eat it 7!

During his illness Bone often spoke of Jesus who
was always with him and helped to bear his pain and
weakness cheerfully, and a few days before he died he
told Mr. Hey he did not want to get well but was
eager to go to Jesus.

[

X. A Brave Kaffir Girl

There is a petition in our Church Litany which
reads: “ Uphold all who suffer for the sake of the
Gospel.” Here is a story from South Africa which
proves that that petition is not unnecessary in some
of our mission-fields, even in this twentieth cen-
tury.

At one of our mission-stations in Kaffraria a
Christian man employed by the missionary hired a
heathen girl, Men Mavela by name, to help him in
his work. The girl had not lived at a mission-station
before, and came there clad in the red blanket which
i1s the ordinary dress of the heathen. Very soon,
however, the blanket was laid aside, and the girl

tamily to evening prayers in the missionary’s
house.

When her father, a heathen Kaffir living on
the land of a certain chief, heard of this change
in Men Mavela’s habits, he went to the chief and
said: “ What shall I do with my daughter? 1
don’t want her to become a Christian.” The chief
at first laughed at the idea and said, *“ Oh, that’s
all nonsense; the white man has been putting
crazy notions into the girl’s head, and we will
soon drive them out.” Then he added: “ If she
really pretends she wants to be a Christian, I have
a sjambok here (a heavy whip of rhinoceros-hide),
and if you like I will give her a taste of it that will
soon cure her.” Men Mavela was then sent for,
and the chief, after first jeering at her and making
fun of her wish to be a Christian, took her by the
arm and said: “ Now,; if you don’t give up this
nonsense at once I shall give you thirty lashes, and,
if after that you can still speak, you will know
what to say.”

The girl looked at the thick, heavy whip; she had
often seen it used, and knew what terrible cuts it
could inflict, and that indeed many a one had died
under its cruel blows. Then, looking into the chief’s
face, the brave girl'said: “ I am determined to become
a Christian, and if I were to die under the lash that
would be better than remaining a heathen any longer.”

This courageous answer completely disarmed the
chief. He did the girl no harm, and her father went
away shaking his head, and afterwards told people
she must have been possessed by a spirit. And so she
was, but not in the way he meant. Can we doubt
that her courage was a direct fulfilment of our
Saviour’s promise: “ When they shall . . . deliver you
up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak, for
it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Spirit.”

From that day the father felt he could do nothing,
and when the bell rang at the mission-station for
morning prayers, which was always followed by the
instruction class for baptism, he would say to.his
daughter: “ Do you hear the bell? That 1s your bell
calling you. Go along, go!”

I wish this were the end of the story, but I am
sorry to say it is not. When the heathen father and
the chief saw that they were defeated they began to
plan other ways of making Men Mavela obey them.
Seeing that she was not afraid of suffering for herself
they changed their tactics and told her, if she still
persisted in going to church they would flog her
mother, who was a Christian and a very weak, deli-
cate woman. The girl knew that a beating with the
terrible sjambok would mean certain death for her
poor mother, and she felt she could not bring that
upon her. She stayed away from the meetings and
left the mission-station, and the missionaries never
saw her again. Was not that a sad ending to the
beautiful story of her faith and heroism? But I think
we may be sure that her Saviour, Who knew all, will
not have left His poor, persecuted child to perish, but
will one day bring her to His heavenly home, where
she can serve Him without fear.
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