
Referendum October 30 - 31

se

Is there a need for a union ?
Should there be compulsory fees ?
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Administration's reaction one of dismay



~=d Union referendum
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or students who ha~ never experienced this
particular Union. How can someone who hl$
only been hereamonlha~sswhetherornul

there isa need fur a Students' Union?
If the siluation was reversed and everyone

was told Ihal if Ihey voted for the umon they
would be payed S35.OO how much of a
chance would the negative side of the
question have" As it stands now many people
will likely vole entirely in the hopes that they
will have their fee refunded rather than on the
merits or demerits of Unionism. Can lack
Harris and the pro • Union forces convice a
majority of Ihe people thai the Union is

~~~~hbee~::)b;r~;he";';eOlt~?the poinl I~===========!
The gamble that lack 1t.IITis and the

Council are laking I that it can be done.But
tousthegambleseemsunn~ryatthlS

time
There is absolutely no doubt Ihat the

questions put forward by the referendum
should be asked but first everyone including
Hr st year students should have the
opportunity to see the UnIOn operate for at
least part of the year before they ale asked to
make a judgement In addition. the new 58
member couneil should be given to ill chance to
show how ertecuve or ineffective itcan be

On the referendum itselfv the Mu!>C will be
taking a stand In subsequeru Issuesc but foe
now we will content ourselves With saying
Ihal the referendum should be held in late
February or early March before the
presidential election" As it stands now the
referendum is rnt:rely an easy W".Iy for the
Council to shuck off the responsibilities for
it> past failures to interest the student body in
the Umon onto the student body at large

The announcement by the CSU of Its
intention 10 hold 3 referendum a*ing
whether or not there isa need for a union and
asking whether or not people want to pay a
compulsory fee to be a member of the Union
came as a complety surprise to practl<;ally
everyone including most of the councillors
themselves •

There was virtually no build up tnthe
move. no conseltauon WIth an}' mem~ of
the union besides the executive of council. no
open or widespread discussion beforehand.

The motion 10 hold a referendum was
mtroduced by CSU pn:s.idenl Jack Harris.
debated by coom;11 and passed. aU In a smgk
night a night on which there was only a
min imum quorum of eleven of the twenty
members of council present

To us, the JmJV'e ceeres hasty and ill- timed.
Origmally. HaITIs wanted to hold the

referendum on the 28IhofSt'ptemher. bul he
was eventually talked out of that one and a
comprorruse was reached 10 hold lion
October 30th. The reason for this haste, says
Harris, was so Ihal prospective councillors
running in the elections to be held October
::!nd would know just where they stood with
the student body. Also. reasons Harris, there
is no point 10 presiding over a Union Ihal no
one wants or unders tands.

As much as giving the student body at large
a chance 10 voice their opinion of the Union
the referendum is designed to drum up
drscu ....sion and interest In a body which has
never elicited any mass in terest since its
mcepnon.

All thjs makes good sense until It is
considered that probably 35 to 40'~ of the
members of the Union He first year students
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