
Citizen's group
pledges support
for trawlermen

by JohnGoundrey Speakingallhemeeling, Cashin noted
A group calling ilselflhe Trawlermen's lhaltheslrike had become a polilical one,

SlrikeSupporlGrouphasbeenformedinwithlhecenlralissuebeingtheoverlhrow
St.John's loco-ordinate popular suppOll ofananliquatedsyslemofpaymenlwhich
for theslriking lrawlermen. blatanlly exploited its workers. He viewed

AlameelingSundaynighlaltendedby the provincial goverrunenl's precedent­
PresidenloftheNewfoundlandFisheriesbreakingrefusalloperrnillbeslrikerslo
FoodandAlliedWorkersUnion,Richard draw welfare asa deprivation of basic
Cashin,thegroupdiscussed the moslef- public rights.·Now deprived of welfare,
fective way of soliciling and demon- CashinS wondered whether the lrawler­
slraling supporl for the lrawlermen. men would also be forbidden access 10 the

The group has plaMed a march on highwaysorsubsidisedmilk,bothsimilar
Confederalion Building for Wednesday public benefits in Newfoundland.
and hopes 10 stage rallies al MUN,lhe
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CSU grant $500
to strike fund

By IAN PENNEY fishermeninlheirpresenldispuleagainsl
AmolionbyVice-PresidenlLenPenlon thefishcompaniesandthalthissupporlbe

loaclivelyorganize lhestudent body in inlhefocmofa$500conlributionlolhe
supporl of the slriking lrawlermen was Newfoundland Fisherman Food and Allied
passedunanimouslybytheCSU alMon- Workers Union 10 aid lraWlermen and
day nighl's weekly Council meeting. A their families in the presenl dispute.
generalmeelingofallsludentsisselfor Council unanimously passed lhis motion
ThursdaY,January16,atl:OOp.m.inUte and also Penton's motion to organize a
SludenlcenterGymlodiscusslhelrawler general meeling and demonslrate with the

i==============~~~ut:~ndc!:I':eth:;~e;~p~:::~~o ;~~ lr~v;~~~:~~. suggestion to use Council's
Friday, January 17,1975 march with the lrawlermen on Con- disaster fund for the lrawlermen support

federalionBuilding 10 demonslrate lheir was overuled by Cowan. Councillor Jeff
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MUSE EDITORIAL

Trawlermen deserve
support of students

The Muse supports the struggle of ..he that the CSU was nominally and not
trawlermento obtain a decent living wage genuinely concerned about the issue. The
from the corporations which control the motion, placed almlEt at the end of the
deep-sea fishery of Newfoundland. The agenda, received little serious comment
lime has come when Newfoundlanders will from the councillors. Indeed, with the
no longer accept with apathetic exception of vice-president Len Penton
resignation wanton exploitation of both andcouncillorDenisO'Brienwhobrought
fishery and fishermen. forward all the motions on the trawler·

The unprecedented show of public men's issue no one on council seemed to
support for the cause of the trawlermen have any kind of opinion on the matter.
has included thefonnation of a citizen's President, Bud Cowan reiterated his
group, the Trawlermen's Strike Support prepared press conference statement and
Group, and a donation of $500 to the then said nothing until Penton suggested
NewfoundlandFishermenFoodandAllied usingtheStudentDisasterFund,a$lOoo.
Workers Union (NFFAWU) from the CSU. fund which is used to help students and

Government, Union, and companies their families in event of dire need. At this
each agreed to abide by the recom- point Cowan quickly spoke to veto such a
mendations of the Harris Report, the move on the grounds that the fund was to
result of an independent commission of direcUyhelpstudentsinneed.DoesCowan
invesligalionbeadedbvLesHarris, Vice- believe that there are no students here
Presid~nt(Academics)of MUN. with fishermen in their fannilies, and

The companies, many of them multi· doesn'titfollow that if a student's family is
national corporations, havesteadfasUy in need then the student is in need? Or does
refused to approve in principle the he think that strict interpretation of the
recommendations of the report which rulebookisnecessaryinthecaseofsuch known,throughwrillngJetterstogovern-
advocated a guaranteed wage for an important issue? Maybe he is of the ment and the media, and by ensuring that
trawlermen. The Provincial Government, opinion that $500 is plenty for all those atttmdance is impressive at the various
in its unprecedented move to forbid the fishermen. rallies and demonstrations being
striking men from drawing welfare If so, it must be that all of council holds organized by sympathisers of the
benefits, has displayed an atlitudetan- the same opinion for when O'Brien trawlerrnen.
tamounttoa support for the companies. menlioned a sum of $500. as a starting

M~~r:sP:~'::':"·~~:S~::t~~~=~::;.,:ew~~~~t:g;~ts~~~f:~~p~:MUSE EDITORIAL
=r~~i~C!o~~"]';~::~E ~~:~l~ir~c~~Lt~f:~:£h:~ Women's Year
dispute". Sorry justification for a sorry were it not for heavy external pressure
acl In fact the exact reverse is Ute case. A from observers at the meeting, council d
~E:~:n~ ~:i~~£:~S:~:n~;~~o~ :~::;~?£~~~~!;~O~~~:~~ un erway
tinuinggrlESexploitationatthehandsofa .tration by the fishermen. Oowan stated International Women's Year has
fewlargecompanies,andhasforcedthem that a reason for support was that this arrived. Its purpose and objectives are
into a position of abject poverty. The would be a good test of how much the ,ound, but the manner in which the
Government is clearly acting in support of government would fight a brief which federal Government has chosen to allot
thecompanies'interestandinopposition they,ineffect,askedfor.Hehopedthatit half its $5 nnillion contribution toward the
to the interests of the workers. wouldenabletheCSU to guage how far year-long event leaves much to be desired.

The release continued: "It is the they will have to go before the government Of the funds being made available by the
Government's position that as from acceptstheupconningstudentaidbrief.He Federal Government for the celebration of
January 1st, 1975, the Department of said the students would not be afraid to International Women's Year in Canada,
Social services will not grant social strike and demonstrate for the brief. 212 nnillion dollars are being distributed in
assistance to persons who voluntarily and Even if this were the only reason, that is the form of Secretary of State grants to
in concert withdraw their services from aside from the fact that the future of many local women's groups across the country.
the labour market by refusing to continue Newfoundland people and the main and The money is being used to subsidise

~;:li~~~:f~~~:~ra~::y~~~!di ~E:i~PE:sE~:~~1~~~::~~~ ~~~~~~~Yrl~~[;:;~~~~~ii

~::::cel:tt::::ilOfm:t::w::m:~s ~:~~f~fr:::::e::::~: ;~~t~~!t~1?::~~~~~~~~~:!~~~
~~::t~o~~~O~tr~e':'s~r~~:~~~~~~ ;~I':::~~cethe:~ ~~;::'o~tr~~res=~r:~ ~~d~~:~~~~:t~ :~~i,jfO:a~~~or~~

~~t?tii~~~~
.~. ~':?~~d~:.rl~~~~~~ fO:r ~:~~~~ga~~

famIly planning programs, the feds come
up with a lavish and. expensive scheme
designed to advertise the changing role of
women and to promote their needs and
interests. Moretalk,lessaction.
. Much funding is to go toward a series of

regional conferences, the most ex­
travagent of which isa major Ontario
conference for which $250,000 has been set
aside. It has again been suggested that this
money also might be better used
elsewhere. The $250,000 could give a
university education to ten single parents



THE HARRIS REPORT

Trawlermen
deserve a
better deal

"The ultim:r.'::,,=~~Ii a soondly :::.~~~:;'~:.~~~i:~~~
,iable fishing industry demands careful ootli touch with reality."
andconcertedplanninginwhichboththe "In IheICNAFarea comprising all the
provincial and federal governments, as north, north-east, an:! east coast Ii the
wellasindustry,includingbothcompanies island lhecalchofredfish in 1959 was 487
and union, musl he involved." This is one millionpounds.lnl971,thecatch was 65
of the conclusions reached by the con- millionpoWlds,andinl972ithadfallento
ciliation board appointed to settle the 42 million pounds. Yet, despite this
dispute between the Newfoundland pronoWlced and continuing decline the
Fisherman, Food and Allied Workers quota set for 1974 is 66 million poonds."
Union (NFFAWU) an:! the fish companies The Harris report indicated that "we
hey are striking against. The Board's may he parlicipalingina processwhooe

report also suggests that "Government inevitable end is exlinction. We do not of
intervention is essential to sustain the course. argue that the process is '""
industry unIii such a time as appropriate irreversible. But at the present time the
control of lheresource can he established matter is out Ii our hands. The rate Ii
and a rationalized harvesting policy depletion is largely attributable to the vast
developed." European Deets on our continental shelf

The conciliation board report, known as and in lhewaters adjacent to our coasts.
he Harris Report, made its recOID- The interests controlling these Deets may,

mendationsinanattempttomediatethe or may nolbe concerned with the survival
dispute hetween the trawler fisherman of the stocks; they are certainly not
and companies. The conciliation board concerned with our economic weU·being."
was appointed by the Minister of Man- Nevertheless, our economic well-heing
powerandlndustrialRelalions,Sep-issufficientlyinvolvedlhatweshould
emher18,1974. The fishing industry at examinethespecialcaseofcodfish,the

tha:timewasembroiledinastrikewhich raditional staple of the NewfoWld1and
was suspended pending the recom· fishingindustryand,formanyyears, the
mendationsoftheHarrisReporl. raisond'etreforNewfoWld1andiiself.

On January 2 the NFFAWU resumed Significantly, though the cod is still the
their strike against the operators. The most valuable fisheries resource in the
NFFAWU accepted the recommendations Newfoundland area, it has not heen
of the repor ,while the operators feU that heavily fished by NewfoWldlanders except
hey could notfinancialIyafford to pay the in in-shore and near-shore waters. Now the '------------------'

$13,000 that was recommended. They also fishery in those waters is threatened by landingshasheenstruck. (6) Increase of heard evidence pointing to declining
feU that they would he unable to pay a extreme pressure by European fishermen. Newfoundland offshore effort toward competence among crewmen, to dif·
guaranteed sel wage on the amount of The NewfoWldland in-shore Labrador maximum sustainable yield com- ficulties in recruitment, to high turn-over
work done as opposed lothepresentc<>- fishery,whichinl938producedl71million mensurate with the conservation of of crews, indicating that trawler fishing is
adventurer syslem Ii sharing in the poWlds, produced in 1972 only 4 million adequate stocks to maintain shoreward nol, at present, a highly desired oc­
returns from:he fish caught. The ac- pounds." migration. (7)Verycarefu!managemenl cupation." The report continues tosay that
ceptance of a new method of paymenl is at "Data derived from tagging programs- I,f caplin and other species upon which cod this is not difficult to understand con-
he center of lhepresent dispute. show that cod which come to shore in migration to shore depends." sidering the working conditions of Ihe

"l{J.ilf'~illtl~ltil'~l
~{¥~~~~ ~~~~~~~~ §f£~§~r~ ~Yt.~~~
IIfthetwentiethcentury." salvation,itmusl dosoin the context ofa o Newfoundlanders."

If~IIIIII;llfl!'
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I think its about time somebody told the truth around here. Previous staff boxes
have been filled to over·flowing with deceit and untruths, the purpose being to
befuddle university students and deceive them into believing that peopleattheMuse
actually know what they are doing. Thislsa Iiel Atgreatrisktomywell being, lam
attempting to expose to the student body, the lies that a malicious few have been
circulating

The Muse is not a member of CUP (Canadian University Press) and was not
foundedattheMemorial University College in 1936. It is not published weekIyduring
:~i~~~h:~~Ytell me thet henceforth they are coming out on Thursday but I don't

The Muse is not printed at Robinson-Blackmore which is cedainly not on O'Leary
Avenue.SubscriptionsarenotS4perannu'l1.Youcan'tsendcheques,payabletothe
Muse, and don't send them to "Happy Box,c-<l Da Muse, Mun," If you have Ietters
~~.send them to "Editor, Muse, C-<l Memorial University, and be sure not to sign

The Muse has not been moved to the second floor of the Thompson Student Centreo
There's a nasty rumor going around that the phone numbers are now 753·23590rMun
extention 2469. A likely story!

After all that the subversives still have the gall to tell us that the Museispublished
by the Council of the Students Union but is wholly operated by the staff . (I think I'm
getting ill)

John Goundry (nothisrealnamel is the supposed leader of this farce.Otherfake
names selected to fool the unaware are: Donna Kelland,J.aneGoundry(Norelationto
John),:JanetO'Brien, Ian Penny, Alan Fisk,GeorgeflAacDonald,flAartIna Hannon,Ab
Stockwood,HarryConnors,Sandy(ave, Puff, Happy Box and Garfield Puddicombe.
Have you ever heard such silly madeupnames before in your life? The sill iest of all is
an unheard of David Tuck,mindyou.

Fi~~i~V~~~~s:t'~~;~:s?O~~~~~~~~~~I(~~t~i~fe.::;re n~;::~ are ~~~~~
The Muse definitely does not want to thank those listed above or any aliase5 I've

omitted,sincenoneofthesepeopleexistanyway.

T~IS AD IS FOR MEN AND WOMEN
WHO ARE

GAY
THIS AREA HAS AN ORGANISED GROUP
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

CHAN, GPO 613 ST.JOHN'S

All correspondance held in strictest ,confidence
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Council debates strike issue Dateline

Saturday the 18th

There is the weekly meeting 01 the
Council of the Students' Union (CSU)
tonight at 7:30 in the Council chambers

~~c~~:y;i;;;:t~ i~~he~~.0'kC:er;:p~x~~
meeting's a drag, here's your chance fora
good game 01 hide and seek. Sort 01.

Sylvester are playing at this week's free
lunch hour concert in the TSCgym on the
second floor 01 the Thomson Centre. Solar
yet another show by Sylvester, be at the
TSC gym around 1:00 p.m.

Dateline is a free public service of
MusecoEnterpriseslnc. What information
is presented here was gleaned from
bulletin boards around campus. This
column is a weekly inIormation sheet 01
what's happening around campus
(mainly). If your club or organization is
holding a meeting, bringing ina speaker,
staging a concert or play, whatever, let us
know and we'U publicise it. It's about the
easiest and mtllt effective way of letting
people know about what you're doing.

Thursday the 23rd

Monday the 20th

Wednesday the 22nd

DAVIDOAKE
CommerceD

~~':~~:~~r~"f~::~~~~E~~~~
that the slot is lilled.
(B) More student aid. Everybody is
talkLngabout itlxltnobody is doing
anything.

Tbe questlontbls week is In two parts.
(A)Wbatdoyoudisllkemostabouttbls
university?
(B) Wbat Issues would you llke 10 see
taken up by tbeMUSE?

~~~~N BLUNDON

~~0t:~Ce~~yk ;'dr t~~~~~:ec~f~ ~
going to get something, (eg. a rec. centre,
a union building etc.), hut somehow it
never comes, so beware students in 1980.

MONICAGRfFFIN
Social Work II
(A) Lack 01 activities, (Iencingetc.). I'm
~~~;.eal1Yinterestedinthingslike the glee

(B) I'd like to see more articles like POLY
TRICKS. I thin~ the paper should have
more humor and more campus news.

BRUCE REYNOLDS
Engineering I
(A) Teachers.
(B) Getting more bands

Another Mose meeting slated lor today.
Famed lor their incisive dialogue, witty
banteringandllvelyorgies,itallbeginsat
7:33p.m. in the Mose ollice, Room 222,
second floor TSC. Newstallersmore than

L- ~ .••. welcome.There'slotstobedone.

The RedlightTheatrelrom Toronto will
presentWbatGiorioosTimesTheyHad,a
hwnoroos account 01 the life of Nellie
McClung aod the sulrage movement in

1-------------------==-11 Manitoba19l2-1916,intheMainTheatreol
the Arts and Culture Centre. Starting time
is8:30p.m.andticketsare$2.75and$3.50.
PresentedaspartolFemfest'75.

lkabodCraneplayagaintonight.Same
time and place as last night. Prices not
f;l~~~l:x~~e 01 print. Always an in-

There is an important Glee Club
rehersal at 10 a.m. in E·12, the Mosie
Room 01 the Education Building, in
preparation lor the lirst out of town ex­
cursion01 term-toCatalina.



by PaalHocb

(CUP) "Thousands of peoplewhodon'tknow me use my
participation on a Sunday afternoon as an excuse for non­
action, as a fix to help them escape their eve,?,day
problems and our society's problems. The toll of proVIding
that experience is beginning to register on me."
-New York Knickerbockersforward Bill Bradley, May
28,1971.

"The world-wide enthusiasm for sports events brings to
mind the decadence of the Roman Empire when similar

:;Et~F~ei:Ev1~~;trf&jE~£~Z::
Bowes, 1958).

Although journalism reviews rarely spend much time

=S~~;~fw~e~l~~~~Et:~::::
:C:~d~~;~=:UC:es=~~~".:~eo;:e~~~
readership) reads little more thanlhe sports page.

Some analysts have claimed that our modern pro
footba1l and hockey spectacles are becoming a moder­
nizedversion of the Roman gladiator shows. A sort of
bread and circuses for the masses. Anew opium for the

:~~~::~~~:~~~~~o~~~p~~e~~:n~~~~i;;'~~
oflhe media men by professional promoters has long been
institutionalized. (In fact, listening to thesports-casters,
it is impossible to differentiate them from sports
promoters.)

In the March 5,1932 issue of Collier's magazine,
heavyweight boxing champ Gene Tunney wrote that he
paid five percent of his fight purses to newsmen for
publicity. He said that it was the custom of most fighters
to do likewise. And it is still commonplace for promoters
to "hire" newsmen to be their press agents, often without
even the knowledge of the newspaper editors:

"These situations do not enhance the standing of the
newspapers allowing such practice, nor do they establish
inthemindsoftheirreaders .. (anythingotherthan)the.

:~~:Ji~~N~~~~~T~~l~~' ;~:,ro::: ~di~~to~
Publisher.)

"Tohellwith the newspapennen,"ex-MetsbossGeorge
Weiss used to say, "you can buy tbemwiUtasteak.."

In his excellent bo<*, TheJocks,thelate Leonard
Shecter remarks at one point that the so-<:alled "Golden
Age of Sport" in the '20s was a golden age of payola. He
gives the example of Madison Square Gardens iJn.
pressarioTexRickardwhoused to hand out $100 bills to
deserving sportswriters. And he says, if things are less
"go1den" for sportswriters these days, it is only because
the team owners realized they could he had for virtually
nothing.

Shecterpointsoutthatonereasonreporters"easily
become what are called "housemen" is that those {very

::.~~ ;:d~~~~ll~lv~s:~".n~j~~~~ ~:.

Paul Hoch is a humanities professor at Montreal's
Dawson College. He is the author of the recently released
book Rip Olf the Big Game (Doubleday Anchor, 1973) on
the political sociology of sport.

The
jock

culture
revisited

Purdue sportsociologisls Gelfand and HeaUt, who were
focmerspcrt5-writers, seem to have just discovered this
mutually profilable symbiosis.

They insist: "Sports editors should not forget that the
more people they lead into athletic activity, the more avid
readers they recruit." And Malcolm Mallette, associate
director of the American Press Institute, adds: "Cir­
culation managers say that about 30 per cent of the people
who buy their papers do it primarily for the sports news."

Schecter says that the wedding of media sports
departments and sporting organizations has been so
:~~,~ghlY consummated that the two are often "part-

"ThereistherealpossibilitY,"hesaid,"thatthe
newspaper needs the team more than the team needs the
newspaper.'"

In the case of pro footba1l, this gives the owners a free
multimilliO<Hlollar propaganda machine with an in­
fluentialvoice in 24 major cities and population centers in
the country.

Almost on cue they promote a merger, push legislation,
atlackan opponent of the league, Juslify ticket-price in­
creases,trades,andrulechanges,orgenerallycreatea
cover for whatever dealings the owners may be plotting.

There is not question as to which side of their bread the
butter is oni the glamorous aura that surrounds the
owners and management was created by this crucial
segment of the press and news media. It is as
premedilated and caleu1ating as the star system was in
themotion-pictureinduslry.

National Football League Commissioner Pete Rozelle
once remarked that, "Whatever success the NFL has had
is due, in no small measure, to the wholehearted support it
has received through the years from newspapermen,

~1~~i:o~nnC:~~:;~C:~~=~~:~~.?,10re recently,
Over the years one of the newspapers most friendly to

lhesports establisbrnent has been the New York Daily
News, America's largest-selling paper. The Daily News is
also the long time owner oftelevisionstationWPIX,which

~=,:,~e:nro~:wY'::~::n~~~~~~~~
baskelba1l games as well.

Thanks in part to sympathetic news coverage in the
DailyNews,theYanksandNetscandrawbigTV
audiences onWPIX, which can then raise its advertising
rates for the games. Which means more money in the
hank for the Daily News.

This is not to say that the Daily News doeso't treat the
Mets and Knicks every bit as good as the Yanks and Nets.
Afterall,thepaper'smainsports"interest" is not its
WPIX ad revenue, but its daily circulation of around a
million, inclnding people it has trained to he good "fans"

(a:,~~o~.:;'::?::::te~t~:;'"~:r: P."~e:';;'nt
years, the trend has been toward the professional team
sellingradioandTVrightstoanetwork,andinthe

f:~.;.~vi:.t~~vil~~e~:Jr~~~i~t;:,a':.":o':::;
phenomenon (who, they say, isa "roo1er," nota reporter)
which,subtly or otherwise,promotesthehome team and
freQuently reminds th~ listener to ~et his tickets for the

next home game.
<ll'ma houseman," sportscaster and ex<atcherJoe

Garagiolareportedlyusedtosay."That'swhatthey'rt
paying me to be."

Phil Rizzuto, former all-star short-stop and now an­
nouncerfortheNewYork Yankees,wasaskedbyU.
New York Daily News how he feets when he hears reporls
~tannolU1cersareJustshillsfortheteamstheywort

"That's a lot ofgarbage,"said the enthusiastic an­
nouncer.Idon'tdenythatIlrytomaketheYankeessound
interesting ... (and) they do play many exciting games
andtheydohavesomeexcellentba1lplayers ... Surel
root for them but what's wrong with that? I don't go ootli
my way to knock the Yankees, but what about these
writers who knock the paper they write for? (or U.
paper'sadverlisers, we might add).

But neither has the relationship hetween sporls-<:asltn
andadverlisers been anything other than loving. Itwasn'l
long ago that everytime a home run sailed out of the pari,
theannouncerwouldcomeontotellyouthatthehatltr
hadhita"BallantineBlast,"ora"WhiteOwIWallop,"tX
a "CaseofWheaties," ora "Case of Lucky Strikes," or
whatever the sponsor happened to be that day.

Finally, amidst a chorus of protest-none of which
came from sports-easters-the baseball commissioner
had loremind his announcer jocks that, from now on "a
home run will he called a home run." Schecter points Wi
~tsportsand'IV'·havebecomesoinextricablyent.

winedthalspoc~aretelevisionandtelevisionissports."

AnarticleintheFinanciaiPostofNovemberll,l967,
quoted John Bassett, publisher of the defunct Torqnto
Telegram, owner of the Toronto Argonauts and chairman
of Maple Leaf Gardens: "You must educate yoor
audience and merchandise your product, and this can be
done through television."



Asimilar story revealed that the Montreal Expos were
lI"oducingaseriesofhalf-hourTVshowstoeducatetheir
future fans, and they quote one club official: "Weare
particularly interested in attracting young people-high
schoolandWliversitystudents,forexample-toensure
fans for the future." (Financial Pos~ Marchi, 1969).

Of course, we should not delude ourselves that it is alia
case of greedy promoters "using" the media. If anything,
the symbiosis cuts mainly the other way. Schecter
remarks,"Televisionbuyssports.Televisionsupports
sporls ... So,slowlyatfirst,butinevitablY,televisiontells
sporls what to do. II is sporls and runs them the way it
does most other things, more flamboyantly than
honestly."

In 1964,CBS outbid ils rival networks for the rights to
televise National FoothallLeague games, and it seemed it
would he beating NBC in the hattie for Sunday afternoon
viewers for years to come.

So NBC "created" the American Football League. The
AFL at that point was mainly a collection of inex­
perienced younger players and NFL discards, who
seemedtobeunabletoplaydefense.Fumblesflewoffin

~~:~~t~~~;~~n:=b~::J~~~
they saw one.

TheypaidtheAFL owners $38 rnillion for a five year
Cllntract,(comparedwiththejustunder$9rnillionABC
hadpaidfortheAFL'spreviousfive-yearcontract),and
t1uswas the money the new league used to battle the old
for the pick of the most promising rookies.

'IWecouldn'thave competed,"said AFL Cormnissioner
IJoeFoss, "without television." And sure enough, with

NBC putting upa good part of thebankroll,the new league
became almost as strong as the old, and NBC had a
valuable product onils hands.

"If you don't watch these TV people," says former
Boston Celtics baskethall coach Bill Russell, "they will
devour you. First they ask you to call time-ouls so they
can get in their commercials. Then they will tell you when
to call them. Then they want to get into the locker room at
half lime. Then more and more. If you don't put on the
brakes,they'lltellyouwhentoplay."

Russell made these statements five years ago. Now
television does tell sports teams when to play - for
example, we have ABC's $7.5 rnillionschedule of Monday
nightprofootball

There has been a lot of hullabaloo about TV breaking up
gamestogetincommercials.TheTVpeoplehavealways
denied it. However, in May, 1967, pro soccer referee Peter
Rhodes admitted that he was required to wear an elec­
Ironic beeper on his shoulder, and when the network
(CBS)signaled,hehad to signal an "injury," thus
allowing time for a commercial.

In her autobiography, Nancy Greene talks about how
the schedule of the Olympic Games tended to be divided to
suit the convenience of the TV boys.

But te1evision controls not just when games are played,
butwhethertheyareplayedatall,andhowtheyare
p1ayed.Sirnplybygivingcoveragetosomesportsrather
than others, TV can help ensure that those will be the
popular ones.

Profoothall,totakeoneexample,struggledalongasa

sort of freak show of overgrown collegians until TV
"created" itasa sport in the miIilarized era of the Cold
War. In some recent football All-Slar games, TV is said to
have"prohibited"re-doggingthequarterback,inorderto
give the viewing audience a more wide open spectacle.

Schectersaystbe main reason the Milwaukee Braves
were willing to go through the tremendous hassles of
moving to Atlanta was that it was a much more lucrative
TV market. SimiIarly, improved TV subsidies were said

i:o~ ~:: rae:~~v~~.=~nalHockey League expanded

It was television that uncovered pro soccer from the
American sand lots and gave it national coverage.
Without TV, sports like the roller derby and professional
wrestling could not have survived. And it was ABC
television-thatmostpatrioticofnetworks-thatcon-

~:'~~~nt:::ilr~~~!;t"":':':~~o:~~~=~~
Lately ABC has come up with its own new-and­

improved brand 01 hip sporls promoter in Howard Cosell,
a man whose supposed "tell-it-like-it is" commentary on
sportstelecastsdoesnotpreventhimfromhal1yhooing
and promoting the ritual with every second word.

It reminds you very much of the "damning" critiques of
jockerybymenlikeJimBoutonandJohnSamplewho,if
you read their books, turn out to accept 99.9 percent of the
jock mythology. Not surprisingly, after his hotly debated,
but cream-puff, critiques of major league baseball,
Bouton,too,hadlittletroublelandinghimselfanetwork
TVsportsjob,withABC IN New York no less.' In 1970,
Bernie Parrish noted: "Chrysler alone spent more than
$13 rnillion to sell their cars to pro football's selective
audience 0118-49 age group males in the wholesome
setling provided by pro football."

But, since the spectacular costs of sponsoring the games
are worth it in terms of reaching the mast lucrative
buying markets, these huge sponsorship costs become one
more barrier a smaller company would have to surmount
in order to stay in business. In tbisway, the huge scale of
thehurgeoningsports-TV businessactsasa tremendous
stimulant to the growth of monopoly in American business
generally.

Tbeamounts of money changing hands in all tbisare
simply staggering. CBS is paying out about $25 million a
yearforrightstoteleviseprofootball.Andtheymorelhan
getitbackfrorntheadverlisers.Atlastcoun~adverlising

costs for sponsors 01 the Super Bowl were approaching
$200,OOOforaminuteofcommercialtime!OfcuurSe,only
the biggest corporations in America can afford the costs.
The automobilecorporalions in America are high on the
list (using "r"anhood" to sell cars)..

JohnGalbraith,in his book,TheNew Industrial State,
has perceptively noted: "The industrial system is
profoundly dependent on commercial television and could
not exist in its present form without it."

This certainly is true for the modern mammoth sporls
industry. But the reverse is to some extent true as well: It
is doubtful if commercial television could have grown as
fas~orcouldexistinilspresentfonn,withoutthesporls

industry.
In his treatise on "The Long Range Effecls of TV and

Other Factors on Sports Altendance," Jerry N. Jordan
cites research proving that, "sporls minded people,
because of their great interest in competilive games, were
among the first to buy television sels." TV companies
were adverlising such things as, "Your TV set is your
licket to the fifty-yard line," or "Enjoy the game in
~~~ort in your home regardless of the weather," and so

HenotesthatinI948,thefirstyearthattelevisionsets
wereheing mass produced the percentage of TV time
devoted to sporls wassomelimes as high as 35 percent.
Even now the most common plug for color TV buying is
the suggestion that you canseetbe game in color.
Similarly, buth pro sports owners and pay-TV companies
are hoping sports can usher in the new super-gray era of
pay TV and profils for thembolh.

SothegeneralruleisthattelevisionneedssportsaJrnost
as much as sports needs television. In the era of monopoly
capitalism both have the function of stimulaling hyper­
consumplionandfrontingforlhemassadverliser,from
whobothindustriesullimatelygetmostoftheirfinancial
~~~.;.nd,therefore,bYWhomtheyareullimatelY

Itshould be pointed out that these adverlising costs are
added on to the price of consumer goods, so that
ullimately the working class is forced to pay the price of
its own brain-washing.

~~::~;a!e;,.~i~~:i~l~~~~Ftr~;;.c~~~~~:a~O[h~
As we haveshown,sporlswatching helps to develop the

sort of passive, acquisitive stance that favors escape or
psuedosatisfaction through consumption generally.

Ifaguy is dumb enough to identify with a hal1team,
why not with a brand-name beer. (Baseball and Balian­
line.BaseballandBallanline ... "isthelittlejinglethat

....
started all New York Yankee baseball telecasls for many
years).

And if a guy is desperate enough to look for his manhood
ina hal1park,whynotinadepartmentstore?

Sporls machismo is good business. If you can keep the
guys hustling afler the brass ring of "manliness," you can
sell them everything from "a man's deodorant" to
"sports cars with drive. n

Inthefinalanalysis,a1lthisisbasednotonanyspecial
idiocy of the sporls world, not even on any special
deviousness of mass advertisers, but on the social
relations of capitalistproduclion ilself. A guy who has to
look for his humanity identifying with the super­
masculinementalsofhistearnobviouslyisnotonewho's
engaged in creative decision-making and control of work
he can reaJly helieve in.

Turnedintoacogonajobhedoesnotbelievein,witha
womanwhomthesystemhasturnedintoanothercog-or
even worse a housewife-hissex life is not likely to be all

~~ ~';,"~a~~~manhood- or the illusion of it- where
he may, more or less like a hWigry mouse in a maze. The
success ofspor~promoters, or promoters generally, is
based not on their ability to inculcate "false" needain
people (as MarC'USe, for one, seems to believe), butOD
their ability toturngenuineneeda,which the capitalist
system cannot satisfy, into vehicles for selling their
products.

A good example of this is the commercial often heard
during pro football games for Tijuana Smalls cigars - a
jingle repeals again and again "With Tijuana Smalls, you
know who you are, you know who your are."

The point is that the average fan does not know who he

~cl~ s~ste~:das~ur~e:w~~. ~~~ ~~~~r':~o~e~s~
control over industrial production, and unlil that
production is reoriented toward serving unrnanipulated
human needa rather than the accumulation of profils,
~':l~e:'illcontinue tos~ their humanity in com-
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