by Joan Sullivan
he so-called

of post-secondary education that
students have enjoyed in recent years
is over. And the result may be that
fewer Newfoundlanders will be able
to get a university education at all.

In last Thursday’s provincial
budget, the government announced
five major changes in the student aid
program.

@ students will have to borrow
$900 from the Canada Student Loans
program before becoming eligible for
a provincial grant (the present loan
limit is $575).

@ independent students living at
home will not be able to claim room
and board.

®a limit was imposed on the
number of semesters a student could
receive a loan. For undergraduates,
it’s ten semesters; for graduates it’s
siX semesters. |

ethe student contribution
calculations will be changed from
45% of minimum wage earnings to
45% of actual earnings or 45% of
minimum wage, which ever 1is
greater.

@ students who study programs
outside the province which are
available in the province will only be
eligible for loans, not grants.

In addition, the federal Secretary
of State, Serge Joyel, last week an-
nounced three changes in the student
aid program on the federal level:

o the weekly living allowance will
be increased from $56.25 to $100.

@ part-time students will be eligi-
ble for student loans.

@ the interest-relief period will be
extended from six months to eighteen
months.

The federal changes will have to
be approved by parliament, and are
expected to come into effect with the
provincial changes next September.

““The provincial government con-
tends that these changes don’t affect
all students,”” said CSU President-
elect Deb Thiel. ‘““They also say
they’re only bringing
Newfoundland’s student aid pro-
gram in line with those of other.pro-
vinces.”’ .

“free ride’’ |

aid regulations tightened

HIGHER LOAN CEILING WILL MEAN LESS ACCESSIBILITY

Thiel said these changes were
‘“‘disasterous. A lot of students are
hard hit by these government pro-
posals. Sixty-five percent of the
students in the province who are
receiving student aid are at MUN.
Many will have to re-address the
question: ‘Can I afford my educa-
tion?’ ”’

. ““Students are indebted more than

ever,”’ said Elizabeth Halfyard, the
Awards Officer of the Student Af-
fairs department! ‘‘This budget
shows that students are suffering
along with everyone else.

‘“‘Accessibility is going to be a
problem,”’ she said.

Thiel agrees.

““Newfoundland has the lowest
standard of living, the highest cost of
living, and the highest rate of
unemployment.

‘““They may be bringing us in line
(with the other provinces) when it
comes to student aid regulations, but
not when it comes to accessibility.”’

Deputy Minister of Education
Mr. Sansome said he doesn’t think
the new regulations will have much
effect on students.

““‘Students will have to borrow
more, rather than receive free provin-
cial allowances. It’s hard to say the
effect the regulation will have.

““We (the provincial government)
are much more generous than most
other provinces.”’

Norman Snelgrove, Director of
Student Aid, said that many students
already claim the $900 a semester.

““‘Students who can’t find work in
the summer already claim $900 a
semester. There won’t be a dramatic
increase in the number of students
applying for loans.”’

~for

““It’s the student in the middle-
income bracket that will be the most
affected,’’ said Halfyard. The need

student, aid is already a
“‘drawback’’ to many students. New-
foundland students ‘‘traditionally”’
don’t like the idea of borrowing
money. Now it may get worse.

““Student Aid regulations have
been getting worse for the past five
years,’”’ said Halfyard. ‘“When the
economy is bad, the regulations
become stricter.”’

Dr. Leslie Harris, President of
Memorial, said he was ‘‘unhappy
with any impediments to entering
university. The right to post-
secondary education’ should be
regarded in the same way as primary
or high school education.

““The participation rate (students
entering university) is already very
low and must increase,’’ he said.

‘““‘However, I recognize the finan-
cial difficulties of the provincial
government.’’

Thiel said the provincial govern-
ment must recognize the importance
of education.

““What incentive is it to a person
in the unemployment line to give up
benefits to go $1800 in debt?”’

She pointed out that several coun-
tries have free post-secondary educa-
tion.

Students who enter the work
force eventually pay back ten times
the amount of the government invest-
ment into their education, she said.

““We have to fight this decision
now. It will be too late to protest it in
September.

‘““We have the example of govern-
ment hindsight. They gave away the
hydro project—are they going to give
away the people and the future?”’
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Taken for a ride

Free ride. _ y

Students have been getting a ‘‘free ride’’ from the
provincial government for their education up until
now. Or so says the People’s Paper itself, the Evening
Telegram, in its comment on the devestating changes
in student loan regulations that were foisted on
students in the provincial budget last Thursday.

Most students, we think, would disagree.

The changes aren’t pretty. The loan ceiling—the
limit above which one begins getting a provincial
grant— has been raised from $575 to $900. Indepen-
dent students can no longer claim room and board if
they live at home. A student can no longer receive a
loan—not a sausage— after ten semesters as an
undergraduate and six as a graduate. No grants will
be available to students who study programs outside
the province if the programs are available in the pro-
vince.

Even in its current incarnation, the student loan
program is woefully inadequate. The allocated money

is significantly less than the poverty line—one learns -

to enjoy the culinary pleasures of cream of boiled
water soup. The system doesn’t take into account the
special problems of single parents or medical and
engineering students.

You’re also subjected to a bureaucratic meat
grinder  complete with long delays, inconsistancies
and double standards that make getting your loan
seem like a sixth course.

Have students been getting a free ride? Hardly.
With Newfoundland’s economy as gangrenous as it
is, many students simply can’t afford university,
especially given the pitiful number of jobs available
during the summer. More and more students are
cooking up french fries and washing dishes just to
make ends meet during the school year. Now that’s
education.

Newfoundland also happens to have the lowest
rate of university enrollment in the country. That’s
not because Newfoundlanders are stupid; they simply
can’t afford it. @

The government must realize, to use an oft used
phrase, that a university education is a right, not a
privilege, and that accessibility is a requirement if
we’re going to claim that our society allows equal op-
portunity. _

Today, there will be a general meeting of students
in the gym to discuss this issue. We urge everyone to
attend and challenge the lame excuses of the politi-
cians (if they show up).

Students haven’t been getting a free ride, but
they’re certainly being taken for a ride.

Oops!

In a story entitled ‘‘Harris kept in
the dark’, which appeared in last
week’s issue, we identified the Dean of
Part-Time Studies as Dr. G. O.
Roberts. The name should have read
Dr. Albert Roberts. We apologise to
Dr. G. O. Roberts, who is an English
professor, for any inconvenience that
we may have caused him.

THE
GOVERNMENT OF NEWFOUNDLAND

AND LABRADOR
PROUDLY PRESENTS:

THE STUDENT AID/
WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

The Provincial Government is very, very
pleased to announce its all-new.

- revamped student aid program for

needy university students. Designed by
Dr. John Collins, Minister of Finance
and the Hon. Lynn Verge, Minister of
Education, the Program is now
available at a post-secondary institu-
tion near you, and not for a limited time
only. ,

“It pains me to see those kids stuff
themselves silly day in and day out,
when they could really be keeping
themselves nice, thin and beautiful. |
want to help. | really, really, do,” Lynn
says, adjusting her baby blue sweat ab-
sorber.

Dr. J., tying up his leather Nikes,
agrees. “‘| hate obese kids. Especially
when the government is paying for it. |
want to help these kids get on the road
to self-sufficiency. | really, really, do.”

To help curb this distressing pro-
blem, these two energetic politicians
have drastically changed the Student
Aid program. “We want to give all the
aid we can. We really, really, do,” ex-
claim the ministers as they hit the trail
for their daily ten-mile sprint.

Student Aid:

The program is simple:

In their application, the students
enclose an account of the money earn-
ed during their summer employment,
and income from~ other sources. The
government immediately miscalculates
the number, and finally makes an allot-
ment to the student. This final figure is
not only below the standard poverty
line, but also far below the point of sus-
tainable existence for typical students.
Now the fun comes in. Because only
necessary bills can be afforded,
groceries are thus neglected, resulting
in rapid and mammoth weight loss.

All successful applicants are also
rewarded the following freebies:
® Hard-To-Swallow NutriPills
®The Lynn Verge Workout Record,
Tape, Book, Poster and Videocassette
® Free coffee, cookies and synthetic
milk with each blood donation
® Free book set: ‘‘Survival, not
Suicide,” “University on $10 a Week,”
and “Dr. J. On Student Financing”.

As the ministers finish their exer-
cise, they say “We are not doing this for
ourselves. We just want to help. We
really, really, do.”

There’s No

Life Like It
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Published weekly by the Council of the Students’ Union, Memorial University of
Newfoundland. You’ll notice two Muses this week however, because this is a special

| issue. A deal like that is hard to come by (and nobody here gets paid either.)

The Muse is a member of Canadian University Press.
Printing by Robinson Blackmore. Typesetting done by those crazy Musers (don’t

they ever sleep?)

Opinions expressed in the Muse are not necessarily (or often) those of the Coun-
cil of the Students’ Union or the University administration. :
The Muse is open to all students and is democratically run through regular staff |

meetings. The Muse will print all letters to the editor, except those the staff finds |
racist, sexist or libelous. Address all correspondence to The Muse, Box 118, |
Memorial University, or drop letters off at room 222, TSC. Untyped letters will be |
frowned upon. (Let’s be frank—burnt.) :
Advertising rates are available at (709)753-9701, or 737-8919. National advertising
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The Rushed and Almost Burned Out Staffbox ]
“QUICK! We have just hours to get a paper out!” someone shouted. So Gerry Porter,
Joan Sullivan, Gavin May, John Gushue, Anne Evans, Shirley Stacey and Doug Mc- |
Carthy wrote, planned, typeset and laid out the little paper, and then went home and |
tte pizza and drank stale beer before forgetting that they thought, therefore they |

were. Burp. ‘ 1

e SR T T




e

Wednesday, March 23, 1983

Page 3

SPECIAL @ ISSUE

Doom and gloom in education a reahiy

by Glen Sanford
for the Canadian University Press
VANCOUVER — Interviewing Phil
Link is distressing.
He seems to reflect the doom of
post-secondary education in his wor-
ried face and frantic gestures. He

- speaks rapidly — like someone trying

to describe the assault on post-
secondary education before the next
cutback announcement comes — and
it’s hard to take notes.

But worse, Link has the aura of so-
meone in the middle of a crisis — even
~when he’s joking.

Link is the Executive Officer of the

] Canadian Federation of Students-

Pacific. And he’s the ideal candidate
for an ulcer.

““{ don’t know if any of this stuff is
newsworthy,’”” he blurts out after a
rapid-fire list of education budget-
cutting casualties. “‘I’m just trying to
give you the big picture,”” he laughs
nervously, ‘‘the grand plot to destroy
education as we know it.”’

Grand plot to destroy education. Ha

ha. 1 check the casualty list. Link’s

“big picture’’ ties in everything from
the elimination of labour studies pro-
grams to changes in student aid.

He talks about budget massacres like
the $20 million that was cut in mid-year
from B.C. universities and colleges,
and the ‘“‘optimistic’’ projection of no
increase to the post-secondary budget
next year. And while entire campuses
and programs are eliminated, more

~ students are trying to get into school.

“People are desperate to get any
education they can,’’ Link says. ““They

figure it’s smarter to be learning
something rather than sitting around
on unemployment, even if they’re not
going to get a job.”’

Meanwhile, another summer of high
student unemployment and
underemployment is expected. Last
summer, at least 20 percent of those
seeking work could not find any type
of job and Link says this summer will
be worse. ‘“The kind of wages being of-
fered are absurd. Every year they’re
further eroded by inflation.”’

A 30 percent increase in student aid
applications is expected next year, but
the government plans to freeze its spen-
ding on financial assistance. Univer-
sities minister Pat McGeer has discuss-
ed the possibility of turning student
grants into loans, and of tying finan-
cial aid into academic standings.

“It’s totally loony,”” Link cackles.
““The administrative costs of turning
grants into loans wil eliminate any sav-
ings, and tying aid to academic stan-
dings would be completely inequitable.

“It’s nuts — but they just might do
i

Meanwhile, several B.C. institutions
have imposed enrolment restrictions
for next year while others, like the
University of Victoria, are raising
academic requirements. Not only will
there be more financial barriers to
education, there will be tougher en-
trance requirements.

As Link gesticulates and spits out
fact after fact, a sly but somewhat sad
grin appears on his face.

““You see, things look really bad.”

He’s not finished. Phone calls and

Students not radical
enough, says Duffy

—

SASKATOON (CUP)
anadian students should
C start being radical again
and take action to deal with
critical problems like unemploy-
ment, according to Mike Duffy,
a CBC-TV parliamentary
reporter. '

““The squeaky wheel gets the grease,
and students haven’t been squeaky
enough,’’ said Duffy, speaking in early
March to University of Saskatchewan
students.

He said students should be par-
ticularly concerned about youth
unemployment, which the Conference
Board of Canada predicts will rise to
22 per cent this spring and drop only
slightly to 20 per cent in 1984. “The
youth unemployment situation for the
next three or four years is extremely
disappointing.’’

Young people will be the slowest to
be rehired as the economy picks up,
said Duffy. Post-secondary enrolment
rose sharply this year. Duffy predicts it
will rise again in 1983-84, and when
these students graduate there will be a

" fierce competition for jobs.

He said young people seeking
employment will have to wait until
laid-off workers have been rehired,

although those with university degrees
will fare the best.

People often turn inwards during
times of economic hardship, said Duf-
fy, and they don’t want to hear about
any problems except their own. But he
said it is vitally important that students
do not remain withdrawn from
politics, especially with a federal elec-
tion looming.

“‘I encourage you to become radical
again, to become vibrant, concerned
parts of the community,’’ he said.

visitors to the cramped federation of-
fice interrupt his spiel, but he never
gets back to his point — government
and business are interfering more and
more with the shape of education.
Vocational training in B.C. was
completely revolutionized in January,
when the new training access program

vious, right? Like, they’re making all
these changes and stupid proposals
without getting any input from anyone
— it’s kind of scary.”

So what is Link and CFS doing?
“Well, CFS is a federation, you
know. It’s up to the individual cam- -

puses to get stuff going.

was started. Like the federal govern-
ment’s National Training Act, it’s an
attempt by the B.C. government to slot
students into specific areas based on
job forecasts for future need.

Link’s head bobs vigorously and he
wrings his hands together. ““You see
what | mean, right? I mean, it’s ob-

““Right now the government is put-
ting up a lot of trial balloons, and what
happens depends on the kind of activi-
ty that takes place on campuses in the
next few weeks. If there’s a lot of ac-
tivity, the government will continue
doing what it’s doing.

““I dunno. It’s up to students.”’

St. Mary’s out of CFS

HALIFAX (CUP) — First in, first
out. That sums up St. Mary’s Universi-
ty’s two-year relationship with the
Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS).

Two years ago, 78 percent of
students voted to make St. Mary’s the
first member to join the fledgling na-
tional student organization. Students
voted 69 percent to pull out of the same
organization March 7 and 8.

“I hope the Canadian Federation of
Students will take this as a statement.
It’s time to clean up your act and listen
to students,” said Charlie MacArthur,
chair of the ‘No CFS’ committee.

Christine Soucie, a member of the
‘Yes CFS’ committee, said the vote was
symbolic and would hurt CFS.

“CFS will lose credibility if schools
start pulling out.”

The referendum campaign was bit-
ter. Both sides accused the other of us-
ing dirty tricks like ripping down
posters.

Members of the ‘yes’ committee said
they were at a disadvantage from the
very beginning of the campaign. The
question, ““‘Should the St. Mary’s

University Students’ Association re-
main a member of CFS”, required a
two-thirds ‘yes’ vote to pass and was
an_nounced the day before the cam-
paign.

But MacArthur said this did not
matter because 69 percent voted ‘no’
anyway and added, ‘‘if we had not re-
tained 50 percent of the vote, we
morally would not have been able to
leave CFS.”’

Mark Lenahan, Atlantic fieldworker
for CFS, said an extra week of cam-
paigning might have made the dif-
ference. “‘Six days is not long enough
to run a campaign.”

Soucie agreed. ‘“We reported all the
complaints. The biggest problem was

telling people what CFS was all
about.”’

pissatisfaction with CFS has been
building up since the beginning of the
academic year, when Nova Scotia
students opposed new restrictions on
student aid and CFS did not provide
needed support at the time, according
to Drew Franklin, another ‘no CFS’
member.

Living allowances frozen in Ontario

TORONTO (CUP) — On-
tario’s student aid recipients will
have to live on $85 per week next
year because of a provincial
freeze on living allowances.

“I’'m totally shocked that it’s being
frozen,’’ said Helena Mitchell, chair of
the Canadian Federation of Students-
Ontario (CFS-0O). CFS-O represen-
tatives said Toronto’s Social Planning
Council calculates an individual needs
a minimum of $123.50 per week to live
in Ontario and $137 per week in
Toronto.

B.C. aid recipients are allowed a liv-

ing allowance of $115.25 per week.
The Ontario ministry of colleges and
universities also announced March 9 an
increase of eight per cent in funding to
the Ontario Student Awards Plan, up
from this year’s $119.4 million.
About 90,000 Ontario university and
college students received provincial
assistance in 1981-82, or one in three.
Mitchell said the increase is ‘‘ex-
tremely disappointing’’ because stu-
dent aid applications increased 29 per
cent this year aid with high student
unemployment will probably do the
same next year. CFS-O researcher
Richard Balnis thinks student
unemployment may peak at 25 per cent

this summer, up from the 1982 peak of
19.3 per cent.

_ William Clarkson, director of the
ministry’s student award branch, said
the freeze is the first ever, but ‘‘the big
problem is that government revenues
are way down and the money just isn’t
available.”

He denied the freeze would force any
students to drop out of school.

A second-year nursing student at Ot-
tawa’s Algonquin College™ said she
finds the announcement very depress-
ing. “‘I’m finding it very hard to live on
my student loan this year. If I don’t get
a job this summer, my situation will be
desperate.”’
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GENERAL
MEETING

of the .
"STUDENT BODY

EFFECTS OF PROPOSED
STUDENT AID CHANGES

INVITED SPEAKERS:

BRIAN PECKFORD
LYNN VERGE
DR. JOHN COLLINS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23

THE T.S.C. GYM

BE THERE
AND VOICE YOUR
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AND CONCERNS




