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DECIMATION OF THE POPULATION OF
SKIBBEREEN - OLESALE DESTRUC-,
TION OF THE SANTRY.

* Fromithe Spacia! Reportér of the Cord Evarpina?-

In rimance of the duty which you have in-'
me—in invesligating the circumsiances and -
‘of the labouring population in the County of '
Cork, without referéside 10 any particalar locality, [
arrived in Skibbereen yesterday, and proceeded to
make myself acjuainted, by personal observation,
with.the true state of things in’ this now wuohappily
notoriods distriet: T'd immpc"ﬁd_nnribe the scenes
that § have been an urdwillipg withess to this day, or
1o detail the misery, the destitution and entire dis-
tress which every porioh of (his town, ocrupied by
the poorer population presents, wohld be utterly im-
possible; (e attemupt wouyld be an injustice to the
starving wigiches that congregate in hund ed® in the
town —it would be uneharitable to ghe stricken men, |
with wihom sickness and disease bave peopled each |
cabin and curner, sud it would be uafsir 1o the strog- |
gling shopkeepers, whose doord afe sentinelled “from
mor 10 eve” with miserable ' men, whose spectre |
cotntenances and caduverous apgearance, excite the |
unavailing sympathy of a distzessed commonity. 1.
shall (herefore confine myself 10 a briefand bare reci-
tal (for both it most necessarily be) of the melan-
choly experience which | have derived from one day’s |
svjoura amouget the habitations of the peasaniry of
Skibbereen ; and | will subsequently endeavour to
wrace 1HY cuused that’ have produscd such deplemble
results.

Scarce had Jjeft the mail which conveyed me to
this town yesterday, and befure my stay in the hotel
had exceeded hall an bour, I heard the melancholy
expression of grief which heralds tlie ajproach of a |
funeral procession ;- and hardly had theswarding of
the last mourner ceased 10 echo iu the towr, before |
itwas caught up by the attgndants on a sunilar of-
fice, which wa3 agnin repeated by the assistants in a
third funeral prnci_‘ion. Such sad scenes did my
first hajt hour in Skibbereen muke me acqua:nied

o

were the exhibitions I this day witnessed in 1he
houses,

I must here expréss my acknowledgments for the
extreme kindness anl attention displayed towards
me by the Rev. Mr. Fezpiuick, Dr.. Q'Dorovan;
and the Rev. Mr. Clancy ; 1o whose exertions and
continued kindoess towards, and exertions on behalfl
of, the labouring peor, | shall hereafier have occasicn
to nllude.

Dr. 0’Donovan was obliged to pay a professional

visit this day, in the neighbourhood of B.'idgelown,"

and he casually nsked me it I woald accompany him,
Alter discharging his professional duties he visited, at
my solicitation, several of the numerous cabins that
compore this densely populated locality,

‘The first house that we entered belonged to a man
numed Jerry Leary. This miserable cabin was to-
ially roofless, and sdmitted the rain and wind with
es much facility ag if the family were located in the
open sireet ; and notwithstanding this circumstaoce,
it was here that the wife of this poor man was deli-
vered of a child ; it.was here, in this roofless, shelier-
less but—:his mere inclosure—that she endured the
pangs of labour ; and it wat out of this den she was
compelled to go, ia three days after, 1o seek subsist.
ence for herself pad family. Leary, the busband,
had previously taken possession of an unoccupied te-
rement, the proprietor of which was Compelled (o
seek reliefin the fever bospital ; buton his return,
Leary was, of caurse, ejected, snd again compelled to
take up his quarters in the dJeserted hovel of a de-
ceased inhabitant.

The next house we visited was inbabited by a wo
man named Nelly Mahouy, who was confined to ber
bed from a swelling in the legs, snd whose ouly

chila lay aloogside her in fever. - A single garment,
which 1t would be mockery to call a shirt, constituted
the only raimen: he had 1o protect him from the se
veri'v of (be westher.

with, and such, and ten tines more heari-rending, |

Another habitation that | was ten
poor man naimed , whose limbs were
to sn extraordinary extent from a drops

;nd w:s_ h.dpl“!h an ounce of nourishment in:
ouse 39 supply his
tended

i

:"l n&:din _

dulince of sa sinst-the’ biting .
ed bis nim:u.- cabin ; and it was from |
scanty bed that | siw the remais !

b::u the din to (eed a Steugglind
that s existed o a c. ot A i
‘Fhe #8x1 house that | went into wis held

named Neal, who had worked on the
but was compelled, from sickness and ex
resign’ that employment, Neal lay on
labouring under a dropsica .
supply bya self witha morsel of :

danys siuce iglr O’Dognvan passed by the hl«:u, wnd
from particular . j _
ci:cum’:am lz Gm'.m!!flh‘h‘

mates *if Pyt were dead 2" and a vuice from the'

interior replied * [ want some relief Bir® ' Heeager |

ed the house, and saw the boy stréfched dead, the fa
ther Iyiog alougside him, safering from o s and
unubleto rise, and the other members rof the y
similarly circamsianced. o '
_In the adjoining room [ found nine
ed on the ground, labouring ander the "mo:
symptoms of fever, resulling, a8 in evefy
tance, from sn almost wial absence of food.
they lay in every directiol, some stretched on a |
able sop of wet straw, and others obliged to liegh
dainp and chevrlegs egrth  without t
the cold ground, ar covering from the
mosphere. ' !

It was considerably gfier five o’cloek when | visjted
this miserable hahitatioa, and there they remgined
¢ rutting in their fever,’ as a neighbour expressiyely
remarked, withuot fire, fuod, or light ; andthere they
will probably remsin votil death shall release them
from their sutlerings. W hatever liud

sty ‘at=

for by two meagre doga that have made thia hovel
their habitatien ; and the Gest question that was as-
ked, upon Dr. O'Duenovan soliciiing admiss on al the
door, when the barking of these animsls was the otll?‘
reply 1o his demand, was—" Is there aoy one as all
there that would kill thege dogs, for we bave not
strengih 1o leave vur sop.? “A young boy belongiag to
| this family, vamed Dan Sheean, struzgled out a few
| days since o supplicate charity in the 1own, and| re-
| turned home again labouring under a viruleap re-
lapse, »
It was in this miserable hovel that a poor womas was
confined in child-bed, o or three. days ago, 18 the
| same bed, or vn the same straw rather, with six Ofl’le”
{ people, all of whom were labouring under aggravated
s ymptoms of disense. LT G
| We emered (be next house [aud indeed it is 4 mis-
'nomer 1o designate them by that term,] and found it
| oecapied by a poor woman named Norry Ketliegan,
'wbo was suffering wuh all 1he inembers of her family
under violent fover. Out of this babitation deafh had
sutnoned two of the Lunily within (he last 1;1:“"'.
'and from all mppearances it will, ere the termination
of ss many wore, be the scene of death s reledse 10
[ (he remaming mmates.
. Fbe man who owns this wreiched 1enement, came
» [ew days since, and after peremptorily denanding
the rent, and finding that compliance wi h his request
wasperfectly impossible, he removed the door {rom
' its hinges, be removed the window from its irame, he
dragged off ihe wretched rags that covered the naked
nesscf s woman who lay i1 fever, and left s family
labouring under this dreadful disease, 10  endure the
tortures of its inflictions without a door, a window, or
an srucle uf covering.

It is, I shogld suppose, unnecessary fo remark that,
in a single hovel, amoogs! the hundreds that I bave
| visited on this day, ibere ix 1 ot an article of [urniture
ao matter how trifling or how npecessary ; nothing
within the four bate walls but a sop «l rotten straw,
which was the only luxury which lL. interior of these
r cabln;. in every instance that | have visited them, pre
| seuted.
i It woull indwed be a laboar of melancholy tedious
| ness (or me 1o detnil, by name and circumsispee, the
| sights that my sad duties. oa_this day obliged me to
| endure in Bridgetown, in Windmill-lane, ﬁ the

other obscure Jocalities where 1he of Skibbereen
are—| was aboat writipg,living—bot dying is & much
| more appropriate expregsion—where they are daily
dying without the knowledge of their neighisours, and
n some instanses wunknown Lo the members of their own
Jamaly.

In Brilze-street | vigited upwards of thirty-five hous
es, accompanied by the respeted and most fndefati-
' gable medical gentieman 10 whom | bave alloded. |

visited them without hint or suggestion from him or
| the inhabitante, and in every iusiance did | fiod po
less 1han fwo meybers of each family eatended on the
bed of sickness, labouring wnder either severe fevers
or canfirmed dropsical complaints. In ome or jwo in-
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ihe agrie . produce : this count § to sup-
port :ho&:;ld. the payment for which never
es Irelsud—that we have been more ‘a ga
than a governed country—that our nobility have been
Apglicized, ahd our chief proprietors made an Englhish
interest wm  Ireland, hilst the policy which
'the Times finds it now cOnvenient 10 condemn, was
| that of the abwolute serfdom and utter prostration of
the Irish, and that the effeet of the whole, is being
written in a nstion of Barracks, 'PoorhOtses, and
Church yards, which now form our chief public bujld
ings and promensdes. But hear himin his justi
fuon, .

* We should be guilty of a serious dereliction of]
duty if .we neglecied 1o sxpose the true nature of the
question u:"rmling between the Irish proprietor
| and the British public, To all inteats and purposes
the former is st war with the general interesis and
sentiments of the empire. He demands without one
Jot ortittle of argumen*, except the fact that be mus-
| ters rather g in the Legislature, sod with re-

markably Jittle in the way of deservings, that all the
| daties and righis of society shall be suspended in his
i own particular favour, He insists that Briush indus-
| try shall be saddled with the perpetual maintenance
ulr Irish poverty, over und above its own. It has of-
ten been observed that ‘the English public 1akes »
long titne moving 1o itsown defence. The fact never
received 4 more thorotgh illustration than now. Here
is a guestion which directly and intimately concerns
every maa, woman, and child, in the island. They
are all reached by the taxes. They all pay more
for the pecessaries and comforts of life, and what is
still more, find a worse market for their labour, be-
sitles otber disadvantages, in consequence of the na-~
tional burdens. They submit patiently becaose it
cannot bd helped. They pay, for example, twice as
much for their tea as they and bear that the
porta of China are closed sgainst further importation
of British manufactures ; but Iﬂ know that a couple
of millicns ranoot be lopped from the revesue
withost serious ingénvenience snd risk. Be it known

to them, then, that st this presest moment the Irish
proprietoss are nw%
tbe British shoulders

ven and esrih to lay wpon
perpetaity the relief of Irish

poverty, certain to cost two or three millions & year.™
' Theconclosion is b lie, and if it were the truth,
we bareonly to say~Jet Irish rental be spent (in Ire
lacd—let not foreign legislation create sbsentees—let
not the frish revenue be gbsorhed ihio the English ex
—let not the centralisiog system of England

be admisistrative of everything Ir{sh—wen, (hings,
and capital, miliary end civil rescarces ; let us keep
our own means for our own meo, and our legislation
for our own land, sod we shall be goiners every way
%muy milliens—in quiet of miad, free from

~—in

the - of her Ministers or the tructlence of ber
in naticnal comfort, byllnbilimul

: i ol our vationsl produce, sccordiog ss our

; are encouraged in all the industrial arts of
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perty m under the owner’s eye with tha
which is commitied to the discretion of an ageat. For
all those several towns belong 1o resident proprietors,
Not one of them perbaps, has the nawral advantsg
es presented by the rich lands of which Lord Stan
bope’s Ballinakill property consists. Bat the landlords
live among their tenaatry, and the tenantry are ena
bled to live under them, and to keep, wrade and busi
ness actively in their several towns.”

The * Evening Post,’ in remarking on the
conduct of the Duke of Manchester, who is the
absentee owner of Eight Townlands in the ma-
nor of Sagoe, Cousty Down, and who not on-,
Iy refused 10 give anything towards his starving
tenants, but did not even condescend to reply to
the letier on the subject, forwarded by the be-
nevolent Archdeacon SBaurin, thus handles the
absentees,

+ It is absurd to imagine that the people will
‘¢ tolerate any longer the system by which Ire-
‘* land has been impoverished. lzooph who
¢ bave lands in Ireland must live upon their
“ acres, or dispose of them to those that will,
““ There is, and of course, for seme space, at
“ least, there must be an alterpative. _If Lords
“ and Gentlemen do not sell,their estsies must
‘ be made liable 10 the expenses of the general
‘ government in Ireland, 1o a greater extent
‘¢ than the lands of the Resident Proprietors.,
¢ In other words the Abseniees must be taxed
‘“ —as Absentees.

At a most important meetiog of the landow.
ners of the cmuti‘fliln,ltunded by the Mar
nis of Headfort, Lord Farham and others. the
o:lloring amongst other Resolutions was adop-
ted i— - -'

“ That-we feel it to be our bounden duty 1n
‘¢ call the attention of Parliament to 1he absentee
“ proprietors of [reland, and we would respeet
“ fully but rmly demand, whether it is just or
“ reasonable that the resident landlords of Ire-
" iland should, in these times of great distrese,
“ have thrown upon them, with infinitely cri
. pled*mqs, [n addition to the cupp{m al:-d
“ maiotenance of their own poor,) the onus of
“ relieving 1he wants of thuse whose landlords
‘ (in most instances) are altogether regardless
‘ of the duties whicl attach 10 property, and of
** the claims of those from whom they derive

manefaciures of sgriculture.

]

“ thgir income”’
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TOTAL WRECK OF THE SIRIUS STEAM- bers
_ ER,AND GREAT LOSS OF LIFE. lvhb

A rumour reached this City st angarly hour
on Spturday of the wreck of this ' noble vesse
one of ihe Gaest ships in the splendid fleet of
Cork Steam Ship Company. It ‘was
she was on the rocks at Ballycoion, and that she
lay there a total wreck. It mayswell be imagin-
ed the anxieiy and consternation” which this ru-
mour occasioned, as it was knowa that the Siri-
us, which sailed from Dublin on Friday morning

. " T

at half-past seven o'clock, bad a great nomber of

cabin snd deck passengerson board, and &
and miscellaneous cargo, the property of pum-
bers in thi# city, belonging to every trade and ba
siness. At a later hourof the day the fact of the
weeck was pat beyond all doubt by the arvival of
some of the passcagers, who returned in a wretch
ed plight, half dead with fright, and having lost
all their luggage and other rtf. It was not
until a very late hour on Satarday night that ac-
counts were received of lives having been lost-—

the sccounts varying as 10 the number—some set

ting them down at 10, others at 20, and even 30.

Being desirous to learn as many facts ss possible

concerning the loss of the noble bat ill fated ves-

sel, a Special Reporter from this office visited the
wreck yesterday ; and the following is his aeccount
oi the melancholy transaction, and of the state

of the vessel. '
From the Special Reporter of the Cork Egaminer.

[ arrived at Ballycotton yesterday (Sunday)
about three o’clock,p..n., and was directed to-
wards the scene of the disaster by a train of cars,
horsemen and foot passengers, all wending their
way along the celebrated strand, on which—|
t“& the weather was gnite surf rolled
in billows, and through the wretghed village,
which, in its squalor and wretchedness, is a dis~
grace to its wealthy proprietor, up through a rug-
ged ¢ bortheen,’ and several fields tp the highest
point of land over the sea, and at the extreme wes
tern end of the bay —in fact, its western born,
Asl neared the spot I saw the side of the hill co-
vered with a whole crowd of country people of
both sexes and all ages, attracted (hither either
by curiosity or some other motive, perhaps less in
nocent. But whatever that * other molive,’ might
be, it was held in subjection by the presence of a
large party of military, marines, and eonstabula-
ry, under the command of their ¢ tive offi-
cers,and Mr. Knaresboro, R. M. ben [ reach
ed the brow of the hill overlooking the wreck, |
stoed at an elevation of some 150, perbape 200
feet over the sea, which was heaving angrily bes
meath, and thundering in fory agaiust the bisck
and rugged rocks that defend this part of the
Irish coast.  The hi!l sloped down some 100 feet
which were easy of desecent, aud was terminated
abruptly by a yawning abyss sixty or seventy feet
beneath. 'I'here lay the Sirius, immediately un-
derneath, nothing visible save the maste, funnel,
and that part of the hull from her larboard paddle~
box to the stern, which alone, and only .at one
side was above water. She lay on her side ; ber
forépart completely submerged ; and as every
wave succeeded the other she rolled and straiped,
the sea rushing over her gunarter-deck, and tear-
ing through her balwarks, amidships, which were
Feldiug fast before the ail-powerful element.

rom the way in which she yielded to the foree
of the swell, it was evident that she was complete
ly broken-backed, and - would in all probability,
the moment that the wind and sea rose high, part
right in the middle. At every lurch some remain
inz part ol the rigging would go ;and even while
1 was standing on the lower part of the eliff,/the
starboard paddle-box was tern from its iron farten
ings and dashed to pieces. On all sides round
the wreck were fragments of imber, casks, bales
of paper, matting, and 8 number of other things,
floanng abont in every direction, washed in and
out by 1he waves ; and bovering round were about
twenty boats filled with fishermen and peasantry,
watching for some floating prize—for the pre-
sence ol the military prevented them from ap-
proaching vearer.  The vessel lay parallel to
the shore and within—at the very farthest—one

hundred feet from the main land.  Between her
and the strand, if itcould be termed such, there
were two rocks ; so that the greatest widih of wa
ter (rom the vessel 10 a rock, or from either rock
tothe main land, was not more than rrom filteen
to thirty feet. [ am particular ia ihis deseription
as [ find it difficult 1o account for the melancholy
loss of life which ensued when the vessel struck
for the second time, as [ shall hereafler state, and
which, from all that | have seen on laad, must be
set down to that panic or frenzy ' thal seizes. oo
people in the hours of danger, and deprives them
of all presence of mind orself control. This sa-
crifice of life can only be excused by such a pa-
nic, and that affecting every man on board ; other
wise the responsibility of the captain and those

in command is terrible indeed. Befure [ proceed | who had

10 the story of the loss of this noble vessel—the
first that evercrossed the Atlantic—which she
did under the command of Captain Hoberts, who
has since been sosadly associated with the myse
terious (ate of the * President,’—] may here say
that the reef of rocks oo whicl the straining tim-

R <

stated that |

4 s g A

drove stern foremost with sach force a8 to be
down and the stern up. When she struck on the
rock, which was then under water, she gou!d not

feet from the nearest rock over water. When |
say 20 feet T thipk I gotoo far. 1 must here
state what bas been asserted by sev
who know the truth, and i

ial investigation umihy.. “thal
was so paralysed by the unex
ter, that he lost all presence of mind, dnd became

completely stopified ; and that from that momen:
the command of the ship was in the hands of the
First Mate and €aptain Cameron of the Prince,
River Steamer, who was ofie of the passéngers on
board, being on his tetern from Scovapd, This
state of stupefaction gave rise, no doubt, 10 a
charge which was roundly urged against the Cap
tain —of drunkeunness. ut | am happy 10 say—
and [ give you tife authority of Mr. Kifaresbo-
rough and>Mr. Hick<on. J.P —that upon investi-
gation yesterday before those gentlemen, snd Mr.
John, of Youghal, which was held in ogder 1o
admit of the body of a child and a soldier being
buried, there did not appear to be the slightest
foundation for a charge so deeply affécting the

{ character of a gentleman and a conmmander. The

shock was of itself sufficient 10 | the men-
tal and phyficrt WI:‘ Ifozlm : l:?‘-.'
for a long carger, one of the most fortnnate Cap-
tains in Yhe merchant navy of this country. . Bat
no sooner was the vessel driven on shore, than the
1dea was general that she would break to pieces.
This, as may be supposed, was sufficient (0 cause
a fearful pauic; and the object of all was 1o get
on shore Ly any means, and at any rigk, Ac-
cordingly_ the life boat was got out, bdt at the
wrong s 10 the sea.ward, where théwarves
were thundering against the side of the vessel.
This boat, which was made to hold eight or nine
persons, was in. an instabt filled by 15 or J6 ;
and whether, from her being exposed jo the full
force of the waves, or from being so overloaded,
she was swamped, and nearly all on board, if not
all were drowned. Had it not been for ‘the forin
nate presence of mind of some gentlemen, a great
many more would have perished, as they we:e in
the very act of springing into the boat.. Sowe
were 50 distracted with fright, that they were
about casting themselves into the sea, but were
prevented by those who were more collected.
Captain Cameron having got on shore by some
means or other, a lead was tied to a stout rope,
and flang from on board Yo the rock on the mun-
land, where it was, sfier great exeriion, made

the heads of the two intervening rocks, which
were so indented, as to admit’of the rope being
wedged fast in their fissures. A life buoy was
passed through the rope ; and by that contrivance
the passengers were safely got out, Short as was
the distance from shore, IL passage was exireme
ly difficul, particularly to the females, who had
scarce coursge or strength to hold on the rope,
About this time assistance was given by Mr, Mi-
chael Parker, | upder the Boged of
Works, on the Shansgary Rosd, and some hua-
dred men onder him,who were aboat p¢¢1i¢f
to their work, but who, on bearing signals of dis
tress from the direction of the wreck, left # with
the intention of doing all in their power fo save
humaan life. Mr, James M'Namara, check-clerk
on the same road, was also most active. These
men, with Mr. Parker, lent every assistance in
their power in rescuing the remaining passengers
irom the vessel. In some time after, the Coast
Guards, uoder their officer, Mr. Couglan, were
on the spot. About 1 o'clock, ‘the peasantry,
ed from all guarters, rushed on
board, seized upon every article which was
portable, plundering everything they could lay

bands on—boxes, trunks, portmanteaus, the fur-

‘rything that could be eaten, drunk, or carried
off The loggage of the passengers, with maree

where all were lying a g..':l , yh:fmh:‘.l:n.:‘ ;:"“i"
secarit : lhe precipice, . ‘ameng roe
The c:° in at once ordered (he engites to be r‘: ::‘ %-\lrﬁl;da bis face being amibf;
and mce the vessel ickly | fractured, and one *of hi broken.
jgot off. But she had not gove out m.mg‘ The Divictors of the m SupJConplng‘,
miudles before there was a cry from. the engine | 1 "hich the Sirius belpnged, received a latter, on S.
T i gy e o OB G Gt
the fires would be soon extinguished, sod that|seyel o begersting thot jthe = outd e :l' fnt“:
she w go down in deep water. The Captain | military foree to protect lifen Prol-pm.“ e g
ted the engines to be mnd \gtin, and | H. way of the Company’s office, waited a1 once
the vessel was backed in t0 , on which she |on General Turner, who prompily gave sn order to

up on a ledge of rock, the bow being

have been a greater distance than from 10 to 20

« a1 his suggestion, ¢ were lefedor H M. S.
Eﬂm. which was momentatily expected in, to pro-
| ceed 10 Ballyeo M. b SR

fast by Captain Cameron, it being supported on |

%" at once, and to do the work By an Ord

 miture of the cabin, mattrasses, &c., in fine, eve~’
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stories” that I'bave

e Commaading at, eton swrl Youghal
10 sendhout the troops under their command. Mr.

way and Parker ulso waited on the .Adwiral at
Cove, whn, in the same prompt manuer, seut out his |
fag-ship;ebe Myrmidon, 1o render every assistance.
The Admiral alvo senta patty of Marines, under the
command of their WCaytsinecoursy, 10 Agha
da, from whence they proceeded to the wreck. Mr,
Niehol, the | Admiral’s Seeretary, evineed the u:most

anxiely to carty out the comimands of the Admiral ;

X f A

The Polide oa the ground were urder the com-
mand of of their efficiem officer, 5. . Browne.

Before | ¢onelude, 1 may state that'efe | left the
wreck, the wind—which was blowing from the South
had grudually freshened; apd the sea, which seon felt
its influence, was beginning 1o roll with great fury on
shore, locking the unforiupate wvessel heavily with
evely in-coming wave. what | have seen, |
lehould not be eurprised il went to pieces last
night,as the wind blew with much violence during
part of the 3¢ht. -

The Sirius was valoed at £15,000, and was only in
sured for £10,000. _

| saw several reams of the Constitution and Exami-
ner paper flcating abouraad Jying oo 1he rocks—but
totally uselers, ;

Had there been a light on Cable Island, ship, lives,
and property would have betn saved.

THE NEWFOUNDLANDER.
8r. Jonss, THURSDAY, February 18, 1847,
-

The arrival of the brig Othelio, Capt. Young, on Sa
turday evecing lasf, afier a Boe run of 14 days frum
Cork, bas put us in possession of Irish dates 1o the
20th ulto, the latest paper containing the Queen's
| Speech on the opening of Parliament, which we ecopy
10 day.. ‘The sulyeet to which this document bas
most prominent and particular reference,is the present
jeondition of Ireland ; and it is pan:ful to see, 1hat the
jouraals of that country are still crowded with the de-

| tails of its destirution, esch succeeding date represert
(iog the aggravated horrors and desoletion of famine.

‘Ftie British Government, we_ observe, have at
{ length aroused themselves 10 & sense of their respons-
ibility! in this crisis of nativoal distress. The Miwis-
terial organ, the Morning Chronicle, whose opinion
way be regarded as a reliable suthorjty, hesitates
not to state that the first melmn_ofl'b& present ses-
sion of Parliament would doubtless be, the opening
‘of the ports forthe free importation of corn; and
f that a large fleet of men-of-war steamers was imme-
diately 10 be dispaicked to America for provisions.
The Times says— '
“ The p.‘l'llm to wse sugar end maolasses, a sus
“ peunsion ofthe navigation laws, and of the existing
| % duties om grain, are preparations on which we
| “ should be most happy to place much reliance.” And
be cominues, * Unquestionably these measures would
« give sorpe relief, and still more confidence. If they
“ are to be adopted, it deserves 10 be considered
“ whether it wiil not be a positive mercy 1o the Le-
“ gislature, to save a month’s wasted discussion on
“ comparatively unimportant subjects, to cut the knot

1

er in’ Council.
“ ‘'hat will not, indeed, entirely avert discussion, as
¢ the permanent part of the question will still remain
% for future review; bul it will leave the first few gri-
1 ¢4 trical weeks of the season clear for the discussion of
** messares more directly sud spegially relating to

(¢ lreland.” -

These indicaticos encourage us to hope, even at
the eleventh bour. Such measures on the par: of the
| Government,though they unguestionably forfeit those
'strong claims oo public gratitude and admiration

d 1o & re< think, will be generally esteemed so.

\ w
) wm. d :luu . and th'nlronlh'dn'n‘l‘ltu which it refers, and which have
ey near the vessel! been largel lated for perusal, cannot be'
Hunnmm&':-nm.m.,.. int out the| &1 rgely Circulated for perusal, cannot be'resd

awful as is the state of the
application of any extensive
great good may yet be done, anll a ¥

“h‘b.

without emotion; and we are sasguine in the expect
ation, that such powerful appeals to the charity of
alt, “will be productive of some substatitia) testi- |
movy of theggympathies of the people of Newfound.
land. »

' DISTRESS IN IRELAND.

T0THE INEABITANTS OF NEWPOUNDLAND.
A7 & meeting of the Benevolent Irish Bociety,

held at the Orphefi Asylum Bchool, on the
7th instant, convened for the purpose of
into consideration the presest swiul state of the

lrish people, it was resolved that a Select Coms
witiee should be appo.nted, for the purpose of mek-
ing extracts from.abe Jate sccounts of the state of
suffering in various pacts of lreland ; and o have
them printed, publnhod' , and cireulatéd, at the ex«
pense of the society; under the fullest impression, -
that when the humane and charimble inbabiienis
ofthe Colony, were made fully aware of the unexs, = =
smpled privations and suffering of their Irish Bre- '
thren, one simujancous effort would be made by

the whole community iu their behalf. ‘ .

It may be said,that the lgte disssters whichbefell
the Town of 8i. Johu's, and the' lsland generally, 1
occasioned by the devastating fire of the 9th June,
and the destrucive gale of the 18th September,
would afford sufficient grounds for 1the people to
reserve their available means for the relief of dis.
trees amonjgst themselves. The Commitiee, in reply
to this apparently ressonable argument, bave only
to refer w the heart.rending details which they %
now present to the Public, to prove that however |
much the péople of Newloundland bave suflered ‘-
by the Jute disasters, the very poorest amonget
them are iu a state of ease and comfort, whenpeom.
pared wiith the mass of the famishing people of
Irelamd.

It should also be taken imto considerstion the
promptitude with whick the recent caloemities were
mwe!, by the generous people of England, Scotland,
and Ireland, and the Briilsh Colonies. The heart=
felt and more than eloquent representations made
by the lare good snd kind+bearied Governor, Sir
Joux Harvey, induced our gracious Queen to - ',-'
eend the princely donation of Thirty Thousand '
pounds. Loudon, Liverpool, Manchester, Green-
ock, Cork, and Waterford followed. The generous
people aud governmeut of Nova Scotis, the mo-
ment they heard of the calamity that bad befallen
the townr, forwarded munifcent donations ; their
example was immediately fpllowed by the Canadas,
New Brunswick, and Prince Edward lsland. The
aggregate amount of the whole will pot fall far:
short of one kuhdred thousand pounds. Let it be
remembered this large amount was contributed to
relieve s comwunity in the Town of Bt. John's
pot exceeding twenty thousand persons. To phew €.
the munificent eontibutions of their gracious Sovs -
erign;-and their brethren in Grest Britsin, Ireland,
and the neighbewring Cologies, it need only be
stated, that if relief was extended to Ireland in the 4
same ratio it would require the enormous amount
of Forty Millions to do so,—if One Hundred Thou-
sand Pouuds be given 1o less than Twenty Thov- 'q
sand persons in St. Johu's, it would require Forty |
Millions sterling to‘give the same relief 1o Eight
Millions in Irelan.

The Committee haviog removed the ouly fessible
ohjection that might be raised 10 a general sube E
scription for the relief of the distressed people of
Ireland, have now to request the pablic sttention
to the heart rending details which they have to lay
before them, confident in the well known and tried
charity of the people of this Colony, that one simul-
taneous effort will be made by them, to efford re.
lief to theif unhappy brethren in Ireland, suffering
under one of those awful and mysterious visilations
o! Providente, uo parallel to which cao be found in
the rpcorda of history.

g a—

| which ibey would bave possessed had their adoption
“been well-timed,—bad they been used as preventives,
not as partial and uncertain remedies, will siill be
bailed with pleasure by every friend of humsnity. |
They cannot, it is true, be regarded na the resalt of
that provident solicitude which always wards off

the d.nget while it impends, and net

reserve is mesas of protection, uatil the cloud at

Po'l every one give aceording o his mewns. The

. sum of ove shilling may save a whole fagily from

starvation and death. ‘ q
Patrick Morris, -
P.F. Latmie,. ~ Select
Jaues PurceLr, Committee,
G. G. HoGserr, B. 1. Scciety.

Eowizp Morzus,

. ™~
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It is with hh”,“ h'“”n
again assembling, I have to call your attention to
and in parts of Scosland. , :

In Ireland, especially, the loss of the usual food

of the people has been the cause of severe suffer- | W

peae o Irdon

-4 . ;40 Boxes WINDOW GLASS. Feb. 4.
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among the poorerclasses. Outrages have become
more frequent, chiefly directed against property ;|
and the transit of provisions has ‘been rendered
unsafe in some md&l country. !
With & View to mitigate these evils, very large
numbers of men have been employed, and have
‘nﬁvd'ﬁhmdqmpﬁd in RRIVED ,
the last session of Parliament. Some déviations Feb. 15—Othello, Young, Cork, 14 days, Baine Joho
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We look npon it as a good sigat “’h
of Mr. Macaalay at ¢h :
Institute has not
piece of flattery to an.

-
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ufn’-?utory,l_om“;ﬂ it did not pas
cri’ii.cimif b e h

he r,' “‘”:, 3
witheat . '--i[" open i, in
which MF, the folong |

perniciously. prevalent, that a litlle knowledge is
a dangeroas thing, is full of sound sense and well
reasoned. . The love of knowledge islike:the
love of momey, it grows with possession; a man
begins with the inteption of gequiring some limit-
ed knowledge a3 he begins with the intention of
realizing a cettain moderate sum of mopey ; buf
the objeét autained, it only becomes a step’ lo
something more. ~ low many of the best stored
minds have never nuﬁeipam[ the extent to which
they have carried their swudies and researches !
How.many have only promised ihemselves such
an advance in‘u;ﬁoid elements as to escapé
from the shame of sheer ignorance, but, drawn
on by the charms of what they have canght
glimpses of, have ended by mastering great fields
of knowledge, the contemplation of which would
have daunted thtm had they been pre-instructed
that they must either conquer them completely, or
touch them pot arall. - :

The faliscy of Mr. .Maeaviay’s speech.com-
menged with the compagison between the com-
mon present share of information and the share of
the great men of past times, According to the
same fallacy we might compare the lot of a Dor--
setshire labourer ia the workhouso with a Saxon
king in his palace, and prove that the Rormeris
theﬁmler conditioned and more enviable being,
because he is better lodged .in a house with stoves,
and glass windows, has stockiugs and shoes, and
a coat of a cloth which the king could not com-
mand, with all his barbarous power. . !

Mr. Macaulay seems to consider knowledge a3
if it were so nruch forniture in -the mind—Ix it,
not oF it, an upholstery fitting up the house, but
baving nothing to.do with the struciure and sub-
stance of it L = .

A gootemporary, the Spectator, justly remarks
that Mr. Macaulay bas failed to jininguish be-
tween information and kmowledge, and that he
consequently institutes a very false comparison
between the stock of information common in this
day with' the knowledge of master~minds in past
Bges :

“ Knowledge signifies not only that we have lodg-
ed certaia ities in our mind, but that we have la—
boored hard to gather them snd place them there ;
and that they are more than an imtellectual store—
that they are portions of our whole being. Informa-
tion is the miscellaneous facts or semblances of facts,
which we passively reteive into our memory. A man
of great knowledge may be s man of limited informa-
tion ; & man of extensive information may be a man
of no knowledge. It is not the amouot {w-n.,but
the maaner in which it is known, which constitutes
knowledge. This is an sge of information, but not an
age of knowledge. To acquire knowledge, we are
often compelled to narrow the sources from which we
obtaip information, fixing ourselves pertinaciously to
a few points. ‘The ancients bad much knowledge,
little information ; the maderns have much informa-
tion, little knowledge. Sir [saac Newton, supposing
all other things equal, would possess exactly the same
koowledge if he were our contemporary as bhe did at
the time bLe lived, but more iuformation. Nie
the Listorian was a man of knowledge ; Mr. Macau-
lay isa man of boundless information, but little know
ledge. Hence he cannot see the differeace between
the vast mental treasures of a Scaliger or a Leibaitz
and the crudities of a mechanics’ institute.”

‘The broad distinction between information and
knowledge is good, and the examples in peint
are correct; but the definition §f our contempo-
rary seems 1o us to want logical accuracy. “ It
is.not the smount known,” says the Spectalor,
“ which constitotes knowledge”—'* knowledge
signifies not oply that we have lodged certain rea-
lities in our mind, bat that we have Jaboured hard
to gather them and place them there.”

Now, 1t appears 10 us that the nature of know-
ledge no more depends on the magaer in which it
has been lodged in the mind than the natnre of
chyle depends an the manner in which food bas
been progured for the stomach, whether bought,
begged, or stolen, Woe take knowledge to be
the mind’s digestion of information. It 15, we Le-
lieve, quite trae that the information hardly ob-
tained by patient and persevering stady turns
most readily and surely 10 knowledge ; but, then,
this does not make part of the defiaition of kaow.
ledge, it pertains 10 the process condacing to it,
and is an accident of i, not'an essential [t can
not be denied that by the Royal roads and short
culs a man may stiainp knowledge, not merely a
heap of inlormation; as hittle is it 10 be disputed
that this method is seldom sorsuccesslul in Jeading
10 knowledge as that of pains-taking, laborious
study. But both seem 10 us the accidents, not
th2 essentials, to the idea of knowledge.

It seews 10 us that' knowledge distinguishable
from information is the state of preparation which
enables a mind to interpret, to explain, and draw
nferences from facts. Iiis, if we may coin an
uacouth word for the nouce, the usability of in
formatioe. There are minds, like books, full of
informatien, but baving do more facally of ma
king deductions, combinations 4r seneralisations,
than the print or a eyclopmdia - T'o 1hese, facts
sre barren specialities. T'lic wen of knowledge,
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en with exercise upon error
tal to it is imaction, vtnehj’
condition of the recipients |
tormation, false ed ki
Par gy e The  ppposite
to present time, Ihe. _
of swearing by mthotitﬂlﬂ‘ quite passed
and every mao thinks himself folly competent to
form sn opinion on every subject, aud pays mo
to the wisdom either of his own or of
past ages, a fault which :
ed, and which Hazliu bas condemped.—London
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JAEL THE GIPSY.

(PRoM MILLER'S.RICTURES OF COUNTRY LIFE.)"

Strange power had she beautiful- gitl over, the
swarthy sou of the old forester ; her davk piercing
gyes acting upon him like nspeﬂ‘;hjw:

mpson, boand and asleep in the Ja % deli
patil her own voice aroused bim. e Enew nol
love by name ; he felt that her gentle spitit. held
s sway aver him, that he could do nothing which
gave her pain ; that when he had forgaties him:
self, he could not look intp her face without'the
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‘earth was fetid and ¢ ; ys Jael

nor had Hubert once her
c¢hildren sat mute tn’doond;ful before th H
extinguished fir the camp, saving ihe eldest
dlu:ger. who r%.}'nty now and r‘lfe::?i_d-iu'
ister 10 her mothes’s wanis. Hubert bad begged,
of his wile to allow B’ﬂlo" hasten 10" the nearest
town and call in the aid of a physicisn.

“ You were always' kind™ auswered Jael, ut
tering the words with dimc:h};, * but Nature bas
ever been the restorer of ouf race, The leech
cannot stay the approach of the dark angel, |
have tried every healing herb in which my fore
fathers had faith, ' My race is nearly run.” And
she clasped his hand, as if she songht forgiveness
for opposing I8 kind wishes. ** Your will shall

be miae, "'a_l,ll,.':i " ered the husband,
while a tear~ ~down bis brosd manly clieek,
pausing in its” course.us if lost those

strange tearless farrows. “ Would to God 1hat |
might die with'you! = Your gentle voice, which
has 50 many times pleaded for me, on earlh,

5 Rose gy i cheek, | Would win me ‘an entrapce into beaven. The
I?:hi" nl::t’tl?::o:":f h'll:“uni‘l.;ln ’ ::Ted avenging angel would not separate us, if jou
beneathi ber glance wheh he had done Wrong. ,kneh‘ d aded for me on that holy threshold.

Wherein lay her power ? Shé who had never slep!
under any covering save her own tent ; who had
clatched the drawn knife in a brawl, and ssi pos
moved amid the discord ; who had visitéd ber
companions in grated prisons, and foretold fature
events until she had believed in  ber own predies
tions, #0 clearly had she learned to read the hu-
man countenance—where lay the spell by which
she canquered abert 7 Was it her noble patare,
mysterious!y blended with his whean they were
but children ; when she checked hia arm ‘as he
aimed at the only chanticleer which some

cottager possessed, or made him leave behind the
apples be had stolen from some orchard j dis-
mount the pony he had mounted in a lonely lane;
and leave alive the lamb at whose inocent throat
the knife was pointed; when she stepped inand
received the blow be aimed at another, nor wept’
at the pain inflicted until they were alowe, while
be sat beside her, hanging his head in guilty si-
fence, though the forgiving pressure of ber band
burned through his brain, until he leaned upon
her shoulder, and wept like a child ; and they
went away hand-in-hand through the green lanes,
while she, with the voice of a siren, saug the
sweetest songs, and be gathered her the ripest

bahz | berries from the hedges, cut weeds thal sh» might

kneel down and drink at the purest spring, and
vowed [roin bis heart that he would never agaw
cause a tear to dm her dark and besutitul eyes ?
She seemed like another Miranda in the * Tem,
pe".” . I L ) .

Many a moon had waxed and waned. . Spring
trod upon the heels of winier, and the violet
threw aat its perfume where the deep spow .drift
had gatlered. The rich garment of summer lust
its velvet greenness, and wore itsell duwn into the
faded w of autamn, and then the windsicame
aud blew the threadbare remnants away. The!
earth had mauy atime arrayed hersell iu her gay
est robes, and put on her choicest chap'et of fluw
ers and gope toplay (or days in the sunshine;
then, wearied, slept 0ut in her winter’s sleep, uu
till the twitter of the swallow again &woke 'her,
Aud during afll these, changes Habert and Jael
lived bappily together. . Braced by the forest air,
their children were light on foot as the fallow-
deer, and hardy as the mountsinsheather. They
ran out in theraia 1o wet themselvés, 'theén ‘chased
the wind across the moor until they were dry.
Cold but made them bhardier ; the stmmer son
only deepened the bronze on their dive cheeks.
The bough that sheltered the ' bird was rough
evough for them until the ¢torm passed over;
they nestled ia the fox’s den, and hid" themselves
in the wide burrows of the rabbit warfen. But
the young gipsy mother bore not the brunt of the
warring elements like her mother and children 3
though the wild thyme and heather sfiil threw the
same sweet odour sround her ient. yet she now
felt the cold night-dew with which they were im-
pearied, The barking of the fox in the wood,
and the crowing of the red cock ) the distant
grange, as he counted the watches of the night,
o often siartled her fiom her fitlul slumber. The
wind which before played with ber black tresses
and she felt it uot, asshe sat by the gamp fire in
ihe twilight, now caused her to draw the hood of
her red cloak more closely around ber head ; and
she who before walked twenty miles of ground in
a sbort day, with achild st ber back, was now

“beart heaved as if it would buyst,

‘moved, although sbe spoke not ;
but, with eclasped hands and eyes, she seemed
bdlé_i:if communion with heaven, snd no sound
was heard but the rain and the measured roar of
the forest trees, asthe wind blew snd paused at
intervals, and mingled with the stified sobbings
of Hubert. The children sat muffled together
w'nhousthe tent, in the cold and blinding rain. At
Ylength Jael said—** We shall all meet again in
theaven! 1 have never felt well since little Ja
phet died, Habert, and now he lies asleep with
his sister.”  ‘‘ A sleep which the rearing of the
old oaks wiil never awaken him from,” anawered
her husband, * 1 sometimes dream that be still
lies in my arms, and forget that he is dead, and
try 10 take his Jitile hand im mine. But thou
sayest he is an angel now. and thou art beuter and
wiser than I am.” * [ have felt the cold wight
wind blow upon the spot-nearest my heart, where
his linle head was wont to lie,” replied Jael,
brembing heavily between each syllable; * and
1 miss that soothing murmur in his sleep, which
souuded like a swarm of summer bges. Baut let
us not envy heaven ! God beckoned him back
10 the home from whence he came, Last night
he appeated unto me’a white winged messenger ;
[ saw him smiling through my tears, and [ knew
"that iy hours were numbered. lle beld oot bis
little arms to embrace me,”  Again she elasped
her hande, and ber lips moved in silence ; and

g light never awoke bier more,

‘* She will not hear the temgiest rave,
Nor moanieag, household sheler crave,
From autume winds that beat her grave.”

Reader, should'st thau ever wander on the bord

fer of Sherwood Forest, on the southern side of

[ Oakdale, thou wilt see three hillocks at the foot of
ta majesuc @ak ; the larger one is marked with a
].pl_lin headbtone, on'whick thou may’st read the
following simple mscription,—** To the memory
of Jael the Gipsy.” -

i,

MISOCELLANEOUS.

Mixp axp Bopy.—We know that ‘some physio-
logisis will tell us that the ioternal apparatus of
vision —the brain alone—is essential 10 the pro-
duction of phantasms. But we answer, that a re

1m¢‘lnbered thingis pot a mere phantasm buta

fact, belonging 10 individval experience, which
the wotking of the braia alone could no mare re-
eall, than it could at first have produced. * As the
sou! saw the object at first, so the soul beholds
the remembered i or idea. Memory-and ima-
ginetion are but the operations of the thinking
being, under the impression of gircumsiances ;
and the soul forms objeets 1o itself, out of sensa-|
tions, aceording 10 the degree of intelligence, and
1o thestate of the will. How does physical dis-
ordet operate on thought T Does it alter the qual
ity of thay whieh thinks 1 No,
only more or less manageable by the soul. Fa-

In maladies affccting common memory, the pow-
er of attending is impaired, for in order to attead,
cestain organs must be put into a certain state—

" ;::i:iu ailliction, disiréss of mind, ‘wi

;;hu; nor is it the hhot—ivz

is the stone ol Sisyphus—
toil——a ¢onstant weight upon thé mind—
‘manding all the exertion of
same time you are compel

drudgery. - To writs
10 ‘edit one is 10 €0

 the door.

she sank into a deep sleep, (rom which the morn |

mon' worlds to conguer.
The body is.

tigoe is a felt necessity for rest, in order to pre-
pare the body for the use of the soul. 'This state
may be iliustrated by what happens in disease, |

summer, year afier year, tied down’

emaining apot, It is somethi g
cds, The ...“‘“""-a..u;n;’:?.:r::mm-;i’:’m* m..m
) Tﬂ"'ﬁﬂ' have a fe

low feeling for them, . for #-kmow bow
a periodicsl will wear down one’s existence. In

itsell it appears nothing—the labour is pot mani-

tention which it requires. Your Jile becomes, as
it were, the publjcation. Oae week is no soor
corrected and printed, | ‘ot

wed wearing vpon the fntellect and epit
ies,

Captain Marryat.

A Pmuovogist ATFavir—A Ge
collognial English had beea rather ne a=
ving obtained en interview with au Englisti lady,
opened his business (whatever it might be) thus

—‘* Hi o madam, since your husband has
kicked the bugkel" —— “Sirr'illl ppied the
lady, astonished and displeased. “ OB §

—nine, ten thousand pardon ! Rﬂ. 1“made
new beginning—quite order beginning. “ Ma<

dam, since your husband have cut his stick”
It may be supposed that did not wend mat-

tess ; and, reading that in the lady’s countenance,

the German drew oal ‘an ortave dictionary, and
said, perspiring with shame at having a second
time missed fire—* Madam since your husband
have gone te kingdem come”’—— This he
said beseechingly ; but the ladiy was past propi-
tiation by this time, and rapidiy moved lowards
Thiugs had now reached a crisis—
apd, if something were not done quickly, the
game was pp.
ried look at his dictionary, the German flew aher
the lady, erying out in a voice of despair—* Ma
dam, since your mostj. respecied husband, have
hopped de twig."”
and, as ‘his also cAME woNE, of course the poor
man was totally wrecked. It wrued out that
the dictionary he bad used (Arpold’s, we think)

—awork of a hundred years back, and,‘fron.

mere ignorance, giving slang 4ranslations” from
Tom Browp, L’Estrange, sud other jocular
writers~—had pat down the verb sterben (10 die)

with the following worshiplul series oleguiva- =
lents—1. To kick the bucket—%2. To cut

one’s stick.—3 To go 1w kingdom come.—4,
T'o hop de twig. —Blackwood's Magazine.

D e 3

Roneat Harr's Sarcastid Powsrs.~Mr. Hell
like' most other men of genius, was somewhat
eccentric—and possessed powers of sarcasm,
which, in frequent iustances, he exerted igy tre
menJous foree,
things—I will mention an inslance or iwo.
had one day autended a church, where a your
minister preached on some public oeccasion.

s0 hsppened that the preacher met Mr, Hall of %

terwards, at diomer, at the house of's mutusl
friend. T'he young mam was very anxious to heat
Mr. Hall's opinion of his discourse, and -very
periinaciously plied the great man with questiro®
respectling i,

not conscientiouly laud his sermon. Atlengih,

wofried beyond endurance, | he said, * Well, #ir, -

there was one fine passage—and I liked it much.®

The youﬁg divine rubbed hip hands, in high glee, |

and pressed Mr. [lall 10 name it. * Why, sir,"

irepl.ed Hall, *“ the passage'l aliude to, was youf

passuge from the pulpit 1o the. vestry.~Pen and
Ink | Sketches of Poets, Preachers, and Pelit

cias, :

i Toe Traps or Avavice—Alexander wepl=
tender-hearted fellow—when there were no
Louis Phifippe, it
aid, bearing of ihe "vealth of Miss Burdeut Contif
urst into tears, not having another son (0 WalFFy
Punch. ‘ y.

SHEA, at kis Office in Gower Street. Te
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vow, therelore, 1aking a last hur

‘i biz was his sheet’ anchor— "

Few wmen could say severer
e, &

Hall endured 1he annoysnce fofy
some time, with great patience. He did not wish’
| to hurt the young wan’s feelings —but he couid
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