






























































88.

Names and Things

Have you ever wondered why biologists indulge in giving
every plant or creature that they discover a hideous 2 or 3
parted Latin name instead of a ible ordinary name like
"robin" or "buttercup® ? If you have, you are certainly not
alone. In many cases these so-called scientific names are long,
almost unpronouncable, and seemingly impossible to remember.
Take the case of good old Pseudopleuronectes americanus , better
known in Newfoundland as the "winter flounder"., Is there
really any need, you may ask !

As you might expect there are many perfectly sensible
reasons for this practice., One of the most important is that
by using an internationally unique name for each organism,
(even these names may change now and then), a Japanese
scientist, for instance, will most likely understand what
creature or plant belongs to a particular name uttered by
let's say a Russian, a Canadian, or a South American. This
ability to communicate with others about a specific thing is
a basic reason for bothering to pigeon-hole and name things in
the first place.

Anyone who has managed to figure out local names for things
even in their own town or village, will realize that
standardized names are essential if any kind of usefulness is
to be had in a name. The variety of local names is often
incredible, even within a given town, let alone between distant
points. Of course there is also the added problem that the
majority of organisms do not attract much attention and usually
do not have local names.

The confusion which follows is a brief illustration of
some of the problems which may arise when local bird names
are used. What can you think, for instance, when the small
seagull most widely known as the Kittiwake (and scientifically
called Rissa tridactyla) is referred to as the "tickle-lace"
(and many variations of this) in Witless Bay, Newfoundland (and
many other areas), but 7 miles to the south in Bauline East it
is called the "ice-partridge" (a name also applied in some
places to one or more of the Ivory Gull, Iceland Gull and
Glaucous Gull), and in still other areas this same Kittiwake
is known (at least in its juvenile plumage) as the "lady" or
"ladybird"., As if this isn't bad enough, the tern (scientifically
one or more of the Sterna species) is a "paytrick" or "sterin"
(or variations) in many places in Newfoundland, but is a
"tickl kittiwake ?) in Bauline
East, and 111) in at least some places near
s.l.onxor. her from home, the Newfoundland "turr"
or "baccalieu bird" is better known as the "murre" in the
rest of North America, as the "guillemot" in Britain,
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as the "lomvi" in Denmark, as the "zeekoet" in Holland, etc.,
etc.,etce Are you confused? The list is endless.

If by now you have decided that local names are often only
useful to the person uttering them, and furthermore you are
left baffled by strange-sounding scientific names, you may
perhaps throw your hands up in despair. But there is really no
need to get depressed. For anyone interested, scientific names
are really very easy to learn, remember and use. The secret of
learning scientific names is to learn them from the start. If
you lre told by a friend that a strange bush in a bog is a

", you will probably remember this name in future above
all others, even if you find out later that some people call it
"gweet gnls". Another aid is to find out what the latin names
mean. { instance, our friend the kittiwake has 3 toes (the
normal hp—(hind) toe is reduced in this species); hence the
species name "tridactyla" or "three-toed". Another good idea
is to sit down infront of one of those great long jumbles of
letters and figure out where the syllables begin and end. It's
amazing what order will instantly become evident., It's really
worth the effort.

Having said all this, I will add that when organisms are
referred to often by large numbers of people of varying back-
grounds, as in the case of birds and certain other familiar
things, it may be useful to have a simple common name available.
Just imagine mentioning offhand to a friend that you caught a
Myoxocephalus octodecimspinosus off the end of the community
wharf just as the vicious beast was about to gobble up a
Strongylocentrotus droebaciensis ! If nothing else, it would
sound a bit snobbish.

There has been an attempt to standardize common names of some
groups of organisms; birds in particular. Undoubtably this
latter effort was in response to the great popular involvement
in bird-watching, but this standardization of bird names
breaks down outside a particular country or sub-continent.

A8 a result, it is usual for a scientist or serious bird-watcher
to refer, at least locally, to a "razorbill" or a "puffin"
instead of an Alca torda or a Fratercula arctica.

However, almost as few people use the standardized common
names as the scientific names, and a collection of local names
of things can be a valuable asset to anyone trying to
communicate on a local level. The editor would be very grateful
1f members and friends would let him know of any particularly
interesting local names you come across. If you don't know
the proper name, an alternate name or good description will
probably suffice. The locality where the name is used is also
important., Here is a sampling of a few (without localities)




"squid-hound, horse-mackeral, tinny-fish" (bluefin tuna),
"racer, puffer" (porpoise), "squid squall" (Jollytilh).

"earwig (not the real earwig)" (centipede), "junipe

tamarack" (larch), "bobber" (yellow water-lily), "ba'k, hagdown"
(shearwater), "twillick" (yellowlegs).

Anything else of interest in this line would also be appre-
ciated. Looking forward to receiving your contributions soon.
Watch out for the "boot-crawlers".

John Maunder

Science in the School

Some teachers are born science teachers, e achieve
this status, and others have it thrust upon them. Amongst
the broadest aims of such people must be to prepare students
for living ordinary lives with some appreciation and under-
standing of the natural and physical scien « Of course, the
first responsibility is to teach a science curriculum. This
narrow aim has the disadvantage of not being adapted to local
experiences. Somehow, the science of the curriculum must be
connected with the problems of our country, province, and
settlement.

Here are a few ideas from a U.N.E.S.C.0. booklet by
R.A.Stevens called 'Ou chool Science Activities for Young
People'. (Available direct from, UNESCO, Place de Fontenoy,

75 Paris-7e, France ... in English). Clubs are an excellent
means to spark interest and participation in science education.
With regard to running a group, let the students do it. Go to
the meetings and be a resourch person sitting not at the

front facing them, but among or behind them. Even students as
young as grade 5 will appreciate this approach. Your only
general aim should be to stimulate them toward following

their own interests., Whether they want to have speakers; visit
places of scenic, commercial, or natural significance; see
special movies; develop hobbies; have a group project; make

a museum display or a collection of seaweed; your role is
merely to help them achieve it, General subjects which may

be of current interest include: - water pollution, energy,
fisheries, forestry, environmental effects of roads and other
construction, museums, national and provincial parks,
population, smoking, etc. More specifically you might find
yourself helping to collect information on some of thes
impact of a local industry; use and abuse of a river; water
supplies and garbage; Newfoundland birds, mammals and plants;
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or maybe the geology of your area. Local newspapers often have
filed collections of clippings on these topics, and in my
experience have been most helpful in giving me access to

them. Libraries are also very helpful. Once you get started,
you will find that cutting columns out of papers yourself

is very worthwhile, and suits your purposes and interests
better. Other activities such as science fairs, camps,
meetings,museums, and active nature conservation, all can
grow from a school club and are covered in this book.

Funds are always a problem. However you do not get money
without a planned program for spending it. Present a detailed
plan to one of the bigger industries in your area and ask for
help. Government and professional bodies can and do help, and
of course parents will do all they can to aid someone doing
a little extra for their children. There are Canadian groups
which can give you further advice and put you in touch with
international bodies. The Youth Science Foundation of Canada,
151 Slater St., Ottawa, K1P 5H6, Suite 302 has a newsletter
which you can receive 10 months of the year for $1.00 per
year.

Joan Scott

Did you see a Monarch Butterfly recently ?

During September, an unusually large migration of Monarch
Butterflies passed through Newfoundland. If you saw any and
made notes at the time, please get in touch with Bernard
Jackson TODAY....I repeat, TODAY, so that Bernard may include
your info in an article on the Monarchs for the next Osprey.

Thanks!

Subscription to the Natural History Society of Newfoundland
P.0. Box 1013, St. John's
(or Dr. D. H. Steele, Biology, M.U.N., if more convenient)

Family membership . . . . . . . . . . .. DU R AR B 8 P E e 85500

Junior membership (16 and under) e R R R 1.00

Student membership . . . . . . . . «es 2,00

Corresponding memhershlp (resldent over 50 miles from Sl John 8) ¢ o 2.00
/—_/ New member /—_/ Renewal

Name Telephone Number

Address

M.U.N. Address, if applicable
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t 's Bird Group News - t and Septemb

This is the period of the peak of the fall migration when
many of our insect eating birds leave us for the south, Some .
late dates, a2ll from Oxen Pond in September, are: Mourning .
6th, Yellowthroat 7th, Black-throated Green 10th, end Black-
poll Warbler on 27th. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet was seen there
on 11 Sept. and seven Myrtle Warblers on 4 Oct. Meny of our
migrant sparrows ere hardier and still with us, but a Iincoln's
at Oxen Pond on 27 Sept. is worth mentioning. Snow Buntings
and Iapland Longspurs nest well to the north of Newfoundland,
but pass through and winter here. A flock of 50 Snow Buntings
on 29 Sept. at Cape Spear (MP) was one of the eerliest records,
but Longspurs are rare at any time; so records of about 10 at
Flatrock on 29 Sept. (DB) and 25 et Cape Spear on 30 Sept. are
especially interesting. They are probably often overlooked
because of their sparrow-like
appearance and preference for
remote windswept sites.

Autumn storms often bring
birds from the south end west.

A Little Blue Heron 2t Long
Pond, first identified by JW
on 3 Sept. and last seen on 8th
wes the most unusual of these. ¥
Despite its neme this was a ‘
largish pure white immature . A
bird with blueish bill end
yellg;-green legs. The adults
& are ue-grey and Bittern-
l.ap\awb Lov\jsPur Winterd  sized, only "little" in com-
parison with Great Blue Herons.
P Similar but lacks Sowk m Three Fastern Kingbirds were
broast + & Broww Croww seen at Bleckhead on 13th Sept.

. o g (VP). On 4 Oct. a female Balti-
more Oriole appeeared at Oxen
Pond, and there have been several reports of Mourning Doves
since early September. A probable Least Tern at Petty Harbour
on 16 Sept. (MP and HG) would also come into this category.

The only unusual shore bird was a Dunlin well seen at 10 ft.
through five pairs of binoculars at Burton's Pond on 9th Sept.
gsN‘BG . There were also some late reports: Spotted Sandpiper

Bear Cove) and Greater Yellowlegs (LaManche Park) on 30 Sept.
SJBG) end Golden Plovers on 5 Oct. - 13 at Salmonier (IMT)
and 1 at Pleasantville (HJC).

Birds of prey have been fairly scarce, but single Marsh
Hawks were seen at Oxen Pond (between 31 Aug. and 3 Sept.) and
Cape St Francis (Sept. 9,MP) and there are the usual reports
of Merlins (Pigeon Hawksi and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

(Observers: Don Barton, Howard Clese, Herb Gaskill, St
John's Bird Group, Mike Parmenter, John Wells). Please send
written reports to Howerd Clase by the 25th of each month, late G
reports by phone. ._
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