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Thysanura have chewing mouthparts, three pairs of thoracic legs and 
some paired limbs on the abdominal segments. though a hand lens is usually 
necessary to see them clearly. The presence of appendages is one 
of the reasons for regarding this order as primitive. 

Fire brats (Thertnobia domestica) are very like silver fish but live 1n 
very !>.:ann places. They were known as COnlnon inhabitants of bake houses be
fore the days of DDT and other persistent insecticides. There is one spe
cies (Pe t rob i u5 ma ritimus ) tha t lives amongst rocks on the seashore . They 
have been reoorted from M1ddle Cove and from the Bird Islands 1n Wi tless Bay . 
where they are sometimes very numerous in limited areas . 

John Ph1ppe 

Greel1peace 

The Greenp •• ee Foundation is a Canadian group who have 
sent shipe to places in the Pacifie Ocean to protest the 
explosion of nuelear deviees. In past years, the N.N.H.S. 
haa sent letters of protest to the Freneh •• y to 
show our cone ern about French nuelear testing. In reply we 
ba'Je reeeived fat en'Jelop8. of material whieh politely 
tells ua of the needs and benefits of nuelear deviees. 

This year we did not write the Freneh Qab&.B.,., e 'n n though 
they eontinued to teet at Muroroa A.toll. Reeentl,.. the 
Evening orelegr .. reported that, according to the National 
Radiation Laborato,.,. of New Zealand, radioactivity in air 
and rain haa increged. Thi. year, another 'blow-back' 
occured when the wind changed toll owing the blaat and took 
tall out belond the 'noraal dispersal area' and into populated 
areas ot the South Pacific. 

Don't you think that we should make our 1973 proteat in 
another fora? 

The Executi'fe of your Society met on Thursday, Septamber 27. 
and .. ong other things it tull,. discussed this matter. We 
decided that (1) we were unan1llously in tavor ot aending 
money to show our support tor the Greenpeace Foundation 
in Vancou'Jer. and (2) that we would Urst bring the i8sue 
betore the .e.bership. 

Pleaae let u. know your teelinge at or be tore the next 
meeting • 

Joan Scott 
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Ba •• 10U ."er wondered why blo1os1ata induS. 1n &1,,1nl 
.'ur)' plant or creature that the,. discO'fer a hideoua 2 or 3 
parted Latin nu_ inst.ad of ••• naible ordinary a ... 11ke 
"robin" or "buttercup"? If you ha"s, you are certainl,. DOt 
alone. In .any cu •• tbe.e 80-called acientific n .... are lonl . 
alaoat unproDoWlcabl., and •••• lns17 apo •• ible to r •••• b.r. 
Take the ca •• of good old P •• udopleuronect ..... rleanu8 • be t ter 
known 1n. K •• roundland .. the ".inter tlOl,lnder". Ie there 
really any nud, you .~ ask I 

ole you 1I1Sbt expect there are .any perfectly •• naibl. 
reaeon. for th18 practice. Qne ot the .oat aportant 1. that 
by u81nl an internationally unique nu. tor .ach orlanl ••• 
(u'en th ••• DU ••• .,. chans. now and then), • Japan ••• 
aCienUat, for instance, .111 moat l1kel,. und.r.tand. what 
creature or plant beloDg. to a particular D .. a utter.d b,. 
lat' •• ~ a Ru •• ian, a Canadian, or a South AIIarican. Thi. 
abilit,. to co_uDicat. with others about a .peciUc thing i a 
a basic r .... OD for bothering to pigeon-hal. and u ... thiDg. i n 
the Urat place. 

An,.on. who h .. aana«ed to Ugure out local 0. .... for thing • 
• '1'80. in their own town or yillage, will r.aliz. that 
atandardized n .... are •••• utial if .!!!Z kind of us.fuln •• a ia 
to b. had in a n .... The Yariet,. of local D .... i. ott.n 
incr.dibl., eY.D within a 8i.en town, l.t alOD. b.twe.n di.tan t 
point •• Of cour.e there is alao the add.d proble. that the 
.ajorit,. of orlani ••• d.o not attract .uch attention and uaual11 
do not .!!!!! local a. ..... 

Th. confusion which follow. i. a brief illustrat10D of 
.0 •• of the problell8 which m..,. ariee wh.n local bird. D .. e. 
are ue.d. What can ,.ou think, for instance, .h.n the aaall 
aealull aoat wid.l,. known as the Kittiwake (and aCientlfical l ,. 
call.d Ri •• a tridactyla) i8 referred to .. th. "tickl.-lacell 

(ud. .&ft1 variations of this) in Witleas B~, N •• foundland ( and 
aan,. other are .. ), but? .ilea to th. aouth in Bauline Eut it 
ia call.d the "ice-partridge" (a n ... al.o appli.cl ln ao •• 
plac •• to one or aore of the Ivory Gull, Iceland Gull and 
Glaucoua Gull), and in .till otber ar ... thia .... 11tUwua 
ia known (at l.ut in it. juyenile pluaa&.) .. the "lady" or 
"lad,.blrd" • .le if thia ian't bad .noUlh, the tern (aci.ntiUc all:t 
on. or aor. of the St.rna apaciea) ia a "pa,ytrick" or "at.ri n" 
(or ... ariationa) in W1'"Plac •• in N •• foundland, but i. a 
"tickl.-lac." (111) ... (re •• aber the kittiwake 1) in Baulin. 
Eut, and a Herrins Gull (I It) in at l ... t ao •• plac •• near 
Sal.onl.r. If w. 10 further fro. hoa., the N.wfoundland "turr" 
or "baccalleu bird" i8 b.tter known .. the "aurr." in th. 
re.t of North Aaerlca, as the "Iutll •• ot" 1.n Britain, 
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&S the "10m1'1" 1n Denmark, .. the "zeakoet" 1n Holland, etc., 
etc.,.te. Are you contused? The list 18 endless. 

If by now you baY. decided that local oaa.8 are otten only 
useful to the pereon uttering theil, and turther.ore you are 
lett baftled by strange-Bounding scientific Damee, you • .,. 
perhaps throw your banda up 1n despair. Hut there 18 really no 
need to get depr •••• d. For anyone intereated, scientific nues 
are really Yery ea8Y to learn, remember and use. The aecret or 
learning scientific names 18 to learn the. frOID the atart. If 
you are told by • friend that a at range bush 1n a bog 18 a 
"!:11W.A", you .111 probably re.e.ber thia n ... in future .bOYe 
all others, enD it you find out later that eoa. people call it 
"a.eet gale". Another aid 18 to find out what the l.tin 0 ... 8 
sean. FO£hinatance, our friend the kittlwake baa 3 toea (the 
normal 4-(hind) toe i8 reduced in thia specles); hence the 
species nue "tridactyla" or "three-toedll • Another good idea 
is to sit down in front of one of tboae great long ju.b1e. of 
letter. and figure out wbere the syllables begin and end. It· • 
.. azing what order will instantly beco.e e1'ident. It' a really 
worth the effort. 

Having aaid all thia. I will add tbat when organi ••• are 
referred to oft.n by large nUlibera of people of ... arying back
grounds, as in tb. case of birds and c.rtain otber fuiliar 
tbing., it may b. useful to have a siaple co_on nu. a"ailabl •• 
Juet i.agine •• ntioning offhand to a friend that you caught a 
Kyoxoc.phalu octodecia.pinoaus off th •• nd of the coaaunity 
wbarf just as tbe Yicious beast wu about to gobble up a 
Strongloc.ntrotu. dro.bacl.nsi. I If nothing .l.e. it would 
.ound a bit snobblsh. 

Th.re haa b •• n an atteapt to standardlze co_on n .... of so.e 
groups of organi •• s; birds in particular, Undoubtably tbis 
latter .ffort wa. ln r.spons. to th. great popular in ... ol ..... ent 
ln bird-.atcbing, but th1s standardization of bird n .. e. 
breaks down outside a particular country or sub-continent. 
A.s a result. lt is usual for a scienti.t or .erlous bird-watcb.r 
to refer, at least locally. to a "razorbill l1 or a "puffin" 
instead of an .!!9.! ~ or a Frat.rcula ~. 

Ho.e .... r, alaost as few p.ople use the .tandardized co •• on 
nues as the .cientltic n ..... and a collection of local nues 
of things Can be a valuable asset to anyone trylng to 
co_unicate on a local level. Th. editor would be .,ery grateful 
if me.b.r. and fri.nds .ould let hi. know of any particularly 
inter •• ting local nu.s you com. across. If you don·t know 
the proper n ... t an al hrnat. n ... or good descr1ption wl11 
probably suffice. The locality where the nue is used i8 also 
iaportant. Here i8 a .upling ot a few (without localities) : 
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"ear.is (not th. real earwig)" (eentlpede), "juniper, 
tuarack." (larcb) t "bobber" (yellow water-lily) t "b.wk, ha&down" 
(shear •• ter), "twl111ck" (y.llowlege) • 

.lnytblng .1 •• of intereat 1n thle 11ne would aleo b. appre
ciated. Looking tor •• rd to reeel"lng your contribution. 800n. 
Watch out tor the "boot-era.lere". 

John Maunder 

Science in the School 

So •• teacher. are born acience teachere, 80 •• achi • .,.. 
this at.tuB, and others bay. it thrust upon the •• AIIensst 
the broad.st aia8 of such people .uet be to prepare studenta 
tor 11'f'108 ordinary 11 •• 8 with 80 •• appreciation and ~
standing of the natural and physical 8cienc ••• or cours., the 
first re.ponsibility 18 to teacb a acience clll'riculu ... Thi. 
narrow Aia haa tbe diaad.antage ot not being adapted to local 
experience •• Soaebow, the science ot tbe curriculua au.t be 
connected witb the probl.ae ot Olll' country. proTince, and 
.ettle.ent. 

Here are a few ide .. troll a U.N.E.S. C. O. booklet by 
R.A.Ste.en. call,d .Out-ot-school Science Activitie. for Touns 
~eople'. (Available direct tro., UNESCO, Plac' d, Fontenoy, 

5 Paris-1e, France ••• 1n Engliah). Club. are an excellent 
.eana to .park interest and participatIOilin .cienc, education. 
Witb regard to running a group, let the .tudenta do it. Go to 
the •• eting. and b. a reeourch person sitting not at the 
tront tacing the., but &IIong or behind the •• Even atudenta as 
young .a grade 5 will appreciate thia approach. Your only 
general aim abould be to sti.ulate them toward follo .. lng 
th.ir own inter.ata. Whether they .. ant to haT. speak.r •• viait 
places of scenlc, co ••• rclal, or natural significance; aee 
special aovies; develop hobbies; ha'u • group proJectj aue 
•• u.eWl diaplAJ or a collection of ....... d; your role ia 
.er.ly to help thea .chieve it. G.neral aubJect. whlch aa:r 
be ot current int.reat include: - .. ater pollution, en,rgy. 
tiaheries, forestry, environmental eftects ot ro.ds and other 
con.truction, auaeu.s, national and proTincial park., 
population, aaoking, etc. More sp.cifically you ailjbt find 
:rouraelt helping to collect intor •• tion on .0.' ot the.e: -
i.pact at • local industry; uae and .bus, of • river; .. ater 
supplies and garbage; Ne .. foundland birda, .... al_ and plants; 
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or aaybe the g8010«1' of your area. Local new.papera otten have 
tiled collections ot clippings on theae topics, and in my 
experience have been soat helpful in giving 118 ace ••• to 
thea. Libraries are also very helpful. Once you get started, 
you wl11 tind that cutting coluans out ot papers youraelf 
1s very worthwbile, and Buits your purposes and interest. 
better. Other actlYlt18. such ... acience tairs, cupa, 
••• tings •• uaBUlls, and active nature cODser'V.tioD. all can 
grow troll a school club and are covered in this book. 

Funds are always • problem. Ho.ever you do not get Iloney 
without a planned program tor spending it. Pr.aent a detailed 
plan to ODe of the bigger industries in your area and ask for 
help. Ooveruent and professional bodies can and do help, and 
ot course parente will do all they can to aid someone doing 
a little extra tor their children. There are Canadian groups 
which can giye you turther advice and put you in touch with 
international bodies. The Youth Science Foundation ot Canada, 
151 Slater St., otta.a, K1P 5H6, Suite 302 has a newaletter 
which you can receiYe 10 lIlonths of the year tor 11.00 per 
year. 

Joan Scott 

Did YOU see a Monarch Butterfly recently? 

During September, an unusually large lIIigration ot Monarch 
Butterflies paased through Newfoundland. It you saw any and 
aade notes at the ti •• , please get in touch with Bernard 
Jackson TODAy •••• I repeat, TODAY, 80 that Bernard _.y include 
your intOTii"'"" an article on "£ii"8"Honarchs tor the next Osprey. 

ThankeJ --

Subscription to the Natural History Society of Newfoundland 
P.O. Box 1013, St. John's 

(or Dr. D. H. Steele , Biology, M.U.N .• if more convenient) 

Family membership. . • . . • . • • . $5.00 
Junior membership (16 and under) •. 1.00 
Student mcmbt"rship .••••••. 2 . 00 
Corre8pondin~ membership (resident over 50 miles from St. John's) 2.00 

N.~, ______________________ _ Tt"lephone Number ______________ _ 

Address, __________________________________________ _ 

M.U.N. Address, if applicable ____________________________ _ 
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st John I s Bir d Group News _ August and September 

This is t he pe r iod of the pe ak of the fall migration when 
many "f our insect eatill8 birds leave u s for the south . Some 
late dates, ell f r om Oxen Pond i n September, are: '~ourn1n.g 
6th, Ye l l owthroat 7th , Bleck-t h r oated Green 10th , end Ble ck 
poll Warbler on 27th . A Ruby - c r owned Kinglet was s een there 
on 11 Sept . and Beven ~yrtle Wa r blers on 4 Oct. Meny of our 
miE!:r8nt sparr owB e.re ha rdier a nd sti ll with us, but a linc oln ' s 
a t Oxen Pond on 27 s ept . 1s worth mentioning . Snow Buntings 
and Lapland Longspurs ne s t well t o the nor th of Newfound land , 
but pas s thr ough Rnd winter here. A flock of 50 Snow Bunt i ngs 
on 29 Sept. at Ca pe Spear (MF ) wa e one of the earliest r ec ords, 
but Longspurs a re rare at any time; so recorda of about 10 at 
Flfttrock on 29 Sept . (DB) a nd 25 at Cope Spear on 30 Sep t. are 
especially inte r est i ng . They a re probabl y often overlooke d 

J..o.plo.r..C'l LO'jsplAr ~""+·u6' 

l' Si.w.ilC\. .... , b",~ hells ",,,,,It M 

Dr",.!- r ~ .... br • .,,,, (ro",,"' . 

becau se of their BpEl r row-like 
appear ance p-nd preference for 
remot e windswept 8i tea. 

Autumn stoms often brinp: 
birds from the south e nd weet . 
A Li ttle Blue Heron at Long 
Pond t first identified by JW 
on 3 Sept . and last seen on 8th 
was the l"Iost unusual of "these . 
Deapi te its name this was a 
largi sh pure white immature 
bird with blueish bill e nd 
yellow-@"reen legs . ThE' adults 
are blue-grey and Bi ttern
s ized, only "littl e " in com
par ison with Great Blue Herons . 

Thr ee Fsstern Kingbirds were 
Bee n at Blackhead on 13th Sept. 
(1lP) . On 4 Oct. a femsle Balti-
more Oriole appeared at Oxen 

Pond , Bnd t here have been several reports of Mourning Dove s 
s i nce ea rly September . A probabl e Lea s t Te rn at Petty Harbour 
on 16 Sept . (~ a nd HG) would a l so c ome int o this category. 

The only unusual shore bird was a Dun11n well s e fiD at 10 f t. 
t hrou8h f ive pa irs of binoculars at Burton 's Pond on 9th Sept. 

lS'1'BG} . There were a Js 0 some lat e repor t s: Spotted Sandp iper 
Bear Cove ) and Gre a ter Yellowlegs (I.e.M'anche Park) on 30 Sept . 
SJBG) snd Golden Plovers on 5 Oct . - 13 at Sallnonier (IJI'I' ) 

and 1 at P leasantvi lle (HJC). 
Birds of pr ey have been f a i r l y Bcarce , but single J.4'arsh 

Hawk s were Been at Oxen Pond (between 31 AUfl,: . and 3 Sept . ) and 
Cepe st Franci s (Sept . 9,J,q) and t here a re the usual repor ts 
of ftfe r l 1ns (Pigeon Ha wke) a nd Sharp- shinned Hawks . 

(Obse rve r s: Don Barton , Howard Clese , Herb Gaskill , St 
J ohn ' s Bird Group, Mike Parmenter , John Welle). Pleaee send 
writ t en r epor ts to Howe r d Clase by the 2';th of each month , late 
repor t B by phone . 

e · 
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