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Along the road, one notices a tall leguminous tree, reaching 30 or 40
feet, and covered in fawn-coloured pods. This is the Barbados Ebony,
referred to locally as the 'Woman's Tongue' tree, because the dry pods make
a continuous rattle as they dance in the breeze. The Flamboyante is another
most attractive Tegume. Of similar size to the 'Woman's Tongue' it is
aflame with blossoms between June and August. The pink Cassia replaces
apple blossoms in the tropics. They flower mid-April to June and I always
associated their flowering with exam time, and if trfy were not so beautiful,

would not have welcomed them at all.

Cordia may be another of Barbados endemic flora. It is shaped like a
child's drawing of a tree . . . straight trunk with a round mass of foliage.
It is perhaps 15 feet tall, with four-inch oval leaves and is distinguished
by its bright orange flowers, which are only an inch wide but are borne in

large showy clusters.

Noteworthy shrubs are topped by Bougainvillea, whose masses of triangular
bracts in purple, red or white are usually seen hanging over walls, or form-
ing hedges along the way. Next are the Hibiscus, world famous as the
decoration in the hair of Hawaiian girls. Here it is abundant, and comes in
many lovely colours from white to red. I often use Hibiscus flowers as a
decorative touch around a bowl of fruit salad, or a tray of local fruit.

Some varieties have varigated leaves of snowy whiteness--the only reminder

of snow that exists here.

Oleanders are very popular shrubs too. They are usually seen in pink

or white, but are also occasionally found in red. A beautiful but not so

~
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common tree is the Orchid tree or camel's foot; because the leaves are like
cloven hoofs. This tree is usually covered with 1ilac blooms from October
to February. Barbados Pride is another shrub used as a hedge. The flowers
are borne in an inflorescence. They are orange-red, and from the centre

Tong filaments protrude Tike tongues of fire.

Near Christmas, the Poinsettias come into prominence. They are four
to ten feet tall and their red bracts signify the joy and warmth of this
festive season in the tropics. An echo of the red of Poinsettia is found

in the varigated red leaves of Jacob's coat and many varieties of Croton.

Beside the race track is an avenue of Barbados Evergreen. These huge
umbrella shaped trees make excellent shade and give protection from sudden
short-lived rain showers. Belleville, an attractive suburb, has avenues of
tall (120 ft.) stately Royal Palms or cabbage palms. Near Government House
a collection of Mahogany trees are an advantage to the uniformed school

children who await school buses in their snade.

As 1 near my school, which sits on a slight elevation, Ican view the
countryside. It is predominated by sugar-cane fields. In November these
10 foot tall grasses are seeding and have sent up inflorescences of silken
hairs (called arrows here). The stem of the inflorescence is the size of a
cigarette, and the pith is spongy, allowing air to be drawn through. As
kids, my brother and I had adventures going out to collect arrows, cutting
them to the appropriate size, and then sneaking into the toilet for a ‘smoke' .

But that was long ago. Now the fields are lush and green, and on the horizon




meet an azure sky where floats an occasional

fleecy white cloud. It will

hardly rain today; so there is little chance of having time off (the chil-

dren do not cross the yard to the Biology Lab

in the rain).

This brief account just scratches the surface of the flora here.

There is much, much more. But I must go.

Greetings for Christmas, from Barbados.

Monica Peter

AGAVACEAE
Maypole (Century Plant)
APOCYNACEAE
Oleander
BORAGINACEAE
Cordia
CASURINACEAE
Casurina
EUPHORBIACEAE
Croton
Jacob's coat
Manchineel

Poinsettia

Agave barbadensis Trel.
Nerium oleander L.

Cordia sebestena L.
Casurina equisetifolia J.R.
Codiaeum variegatum
Acalypha sp.

Hippomane mancinella (L.)

Euphorbia pulcherrima



¥ GRAMINEAE
Sugar cane

LEGUMINOSAE

R

Barbados Pride
Barbados Ebony (Woman's tongue)
Flamboyante (Poinciana)

¥ Orchid tree (Camel's foot)

Pink Cassis

MALVACEAE
Hibiscus
Mahoe

MELIACEAE

Mahogany

MORACEAE

Barbados Evergreen

NYCTAGINACEAE

PALMAE

POLYGONACEAE

Sea Grape

Bougainvillea

Cabbage palm (Royal Palm)

Coconut palm

saccharum officinale

Caesaloinia pulcherrima

Albizia lebbek (L.)

Delonix regia
Bauninia purpurea L.

Cassia javanica

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis L.

pariti tiliaceum (L.)

Swietenia mahogoni Jacq.

Ficus nitidia Thumb.

Bougainvillea sp.

Roystonea oleracea (Jacq.)

Cocos nucifera L.

Cocooloba uvifera (L.)
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HERE AND THERE

Extinction is the rule
Dr. Robert Sloan, University of Minnesota geologist and
geophysicist, has uncovered some interesting information
on animal extinction during his long study of the demise
of dinosaurs. Sloan says, "Extinction is the rule rather
than the exception." Only about two dozen (0.003 percent)
of the 200,000 species of vertebrates that lived at the
end of the Paleozoic era (230 million years ago) have any
1iving descendants at all.

According to Sloan, no two species have become extinct
for exactly the same reasons. In historical times most
extinctions are linked to the expansion of the human
population. More species will probably be forced to the
wall. Sloan concluded that man's extinction will come.

Dragonflies

The Wildlife Society's August 1976 Newsletter 'The
Wildlifer' reports that Maine residents are using dragon-
flies rather than pesticides to control mosquitoes. It's
cheaper too: 12,000 dragonfly nymphs cost $1860. while
the amount of spray necessary to do the job would cost
$6000.

Snowmachines in Newfoundland

Regulations governing the general operation (licensing,
insurance, safety, etc.) of snowmachines have now been
gazetted. Regulations providing for protection of the
environment are ready and should be gazetted shortly,
in time for the 1976-77 winter season, we hope.



———————_———‘

152

THE LAST PAGE

Sigurd Olson: "There is a moment of suspense when the
quiet can be felt, when it presses down on everything
and to speak seems a sacrilege. Suddenly the air is
white with drifting flakes and the tension is gone.
Swiftly the whiteness spreads, then the earth is

| sealed and autumn is gone." )

("The Singing Wilderness", Alfred A. Knopf, 1956.)

Loren Eiseley: "In autumn one is not confused by .
activity and green leaves. The underlying appa-
ratus, the hooks, needles, stalks, wires, suction
cups, thin pipes, and iridescent bladders are all
exposed in a gigantic dissection. These are the
essentials. Do not be deceived simply because the
Tife has flown out of them. It will return, but in |
the meantime there is an unparalleled opportunity to
examine in sharp and beautiful angularity the shape

of Tife without its disturbing muddles of juices and

leaves."

("The Immense Journey", Vintage Books, 1957.)
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b SNOWY EGRET QUESTIONNAIRE
. (Please return to Dr. Ronald A. Ryder, Departuent of Fishery and Wildlife Biology,
Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado 80523)
Area Person reporting
Add Date
1. Do Snowy Egrets occur in your area? Yes No_
2, If yes, do they nest there? Yes No_
v
3. If they nest in your area, how common are they as n ?  Abund
y  Comon va

(Estimated breeding populations, if available)

4. What has been the trend regarding nesting numbers during the past five years?

. & D ing Fairly constant

5. 1If Snowy Egrets migrate through your area, estimates of dates of arrivals and
dep would be appreciated:

Spring Migration: Earliest arrival date

Average arrival date

Latest arrival date

Fall Migration: Barliest arrival date

Average arrival date

Latest arrival date

6. What would you estimate populations of Snowy Egrets to be during migration?

7. What has been the trend regarding nimbers of migrant Sn ets in your area
. during the past five yuu‘ts & o mgrat Snowy Bgr

Increasin; )] ing . Fairly comstant
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