











The Newfoundland Historic Trust to Bring Doors Open Days to St. John’s August 27-28
) Doors Open Heads into its Ninth Year

— It's been a busy summer here at the Newfoundland Historic Trust. The
organization of Doors Open Days 2011 is underway, and we are so

excited to be heading into our ninth year! Doors Open ensures that

O P E N various sites around St. John's that are of historical, architectural, or
~1 ~AL cultural importance, are open for free for the public to enjoy. As

always, this year will see some old favourites, as well as some new
Newfoundland gems for exploration.

- ||
| & Labrador Doors Open has gained quite the reputation for itself both in

Newfoundland and Labrador, and across Canada. But why is Doors Open so popular? Why is it an important event for
our communities to take partin?

A lot of people come through our fair city once the weather is warm and the whales are breaching. One thing that many
of them say, that always seems to stand out, is this: one of the most beautiful things about Newfoundland is how
passionate Newfoundlanders are about their home. They are often excited to share what their province has to offer. Our
unigue community, and our pride in it, has always been a defining feature of our history and culture. In order to develop
this vibrant community, residents need to be able to experience the remarkable gems that can be found in their very
own backyard. Doors Open Days plays a huge part in this, as it facilitates easy access to many of the most interesting
sites in St. John's. It reminds people that no matter how long you live somewhere, there are always new places to
explore, and Doors Open truly gives people the opportunity to do just that. It isn't just about connecting with local
history, but also about experiencing culture, as it exists in the present day. It encourages people to become more active
in their own communities. It grows in popularity every year, because people enjoy taking a couple days out of their busy
schedules to take a vacation in their own city.

Doors Open is not only enjoyed by locals. It offers visitors to our Province an accessible way to experience many
different kinds of Newfoundland culture, history, and architecture. In two days, they can experience everything from
haunted wine vaults to waste management facilities, from art galleries to bike shops. It is here that they can begin to
truly understand the many diverse aspects that make up our community.

Doors Onen Davs 2011 will take place in St. John's, on August 27-28" from 10am-4pm.
Visit for more information on activities, a full list of participating sites, and more! If you have
anv onesinns oease ooy hesitate to contact Meghan McCarthy, Doors Open Days 2011 Coordinator, at
or at 739-7870.

A Mis-Carriage of Justice

If you happen to be on Government House grounds you may have noted the beautifully
cared for house and grounds, along with the RNC's wonderful new stable which houses
those powerful working horses. You may have also seen a two-and-a-half storey, white
stone building with pigeons roosting in its exposed rafters, and crumbling brickwork
haphazardly supported by large timbers screwed to the outside walls. What you may
not realize is this building, the Carriage House, was once an outbuilding of honour that
housed not only the carriage and horses of the Lieutenant Governors, but also the
chauffeur, until recent years. It dates back to the mid-1800s, a vintage and architectural
style reminiscent of the Murray Premises and Yellow Belly Corner, both on Water
Street. Today the building stands abandoned and in serious disrepair.

The Newfoundland Historic Trust has grave concerns about the future of this historic
structure and has attempted to discuss it with government representatives. Listed on
the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador's (HFNL) d ibase, the
building is historic because it is an integral part of the complex of buildings making up
Government House’s grounds. It is also a rare, extant example of  Georgian-
vernacular, masonry service building built with English yellow brick.

We would like your support in bringing attention to this important historic structure! Contact Minister Terry French and
tell him government needs to step in and restore Government House Carriage House — 729-0862.












