








Carriage House, St. John’s

The Carriage House is located on the grounds of Government House
in St. John’s and is a rare, extant example of a Georgian-vernacular,
masonry service building. Built with English yellow brick and parged,
this two-and-one-half storey outbuilding maintains many of its
original characteristics, possibly built as early as 1857. It is one of a
number of service buildings that are an integral part of the complex
of buildings that make up Government House and its grounds and
plays a significant role on the landscape of our Vice-Regal property.

The Carriage House is among the last of its kind, with comparable

buildings being Murray Premises and Yellow Belly Corner. The

building was abandoned in the 1980s when the chauffeur of the

Lieutenant Governor no longer lived there. Since that time a few attempts have been made by government agencies
to make use of the building. However, its present condition has precluded cost-effective solutions.

The Carriage House is an integral part of Government House grounds, providing a glimpse into the past for visitors
and residents. Yet bricks are falling off, the walls are supported by timbers and a large sign warns people to stay
away. The provincial government owes it to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador to find a use for this very
historic structure and to act immediately so that it does not deteriorate any further.

On February 20, 2012, the Town of Portugal Cove-St. Philip’s Heritage Advisory
Committee held a public forum to celebrate Heritage Day. Winston Fiander, chair
of the committee, revealed the newly published “Our Heritage” booklet by
presenting a copy to Mayor Bill Fagan. The 48-page, magazine-sized booklet,
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students Annie McEwen and Ryan Davis, represents a year’s worth of work by
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St. Phlllp S the heritage committee to compile an inventory of heritage assets within the
community. This process was undertaken in order to inform a Heritage Strategic
Plan for the Town of Portugal Cove-St. Philip’s. All participants were provided a
complimentary copy of the bocklet.

The community, as a whole, has had little progress in the way of heritage initiatives in recent years, and has had its share
of controversy concerning the preservation of St. Philip’s Anglican Church. These issues do not stem from a lack of
interest or passion for heritage within the community. Instead, it represents an on-going debate regarding what to do
with our existing heritage. The launch of the “Our Heritage” booklet will raise awareness within the community of the
Town’s heritage, such that its citizens are better prepared to make decisions concerning heritage.

The public forum featured keynote speaker and notable community member Michael Murray, whose family’s
horticultural work spans five generations. His lively and informative speech focused on the balance between heritage,
progress, and a community’s identity. Shortly thereafter, participants visited a variety of stations featuring elements of
the town’s history, including Intangible Culture, Local Family Histories, Significant Historical Events, Natural Heritage, and
Built Heritage.

Members of the community where then asked to vote which elements were their highest priorities. This process, along
with the open public discussion that followed, revealed that citizens were most concerned with Built and Natural
Heritage, a reflection of the town’s accelerated rate of growth and its associated developments within the community.

After this incredibly informative forum, the Heritage Advisory Committee is now prepared to draft the Heritage Strategic
Plan, which will be presented for further public discussion this fall. The Heritage Advisory Committee has copies of the
“Our Heritage” booklet available for $10 each. For more information, please contact Heritage Officer, Andrew Hiscock,

by email ar by calling 895-8000 ext 229. 4















